THE NATIONAL ERA. 


L. P. NOBLE, PUBLISHER. 

G. BAILEY, JUN., EDITOR; JOHN G. WHITTIER, CORRESPONDING EDITOR. 

BUELL & BLANCHARD, PRINTERS. 

VOL. II. 

WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, JANUARY 20, 1848. 

NO. 55. 


is Publlslml Weekly, « 


Advertisements not exceeding ten lines inserted 
three times for one dollar; every subsequent inser¬ 
tion, twenty-five cents. 


publisher's is 


TV A11 ooraraunications relating to the business 
mailers of the paper, &«., and particularly the 
names of subscribers, remittances, &c., should be 
addressed to L. P. Noble, Publisher. 

§3" As this paper is not sent to any new sub¬ 
scriber, unless paid for in advanoe, the reception 
of it will bo a sufficient receipt. 

Ids’ Agents and others, in sending names, are 
req nested to be very particular, and have each let¬ 
ter distinct. Give the name of the Post Office, the 
County , and the State. 

Sir; brders are coming in daily for papers with¬ 
out the pay. No paper willbe Bent exoept the pay 
acoompany the order. Funds may be sent at out 
risk, by mail, taking care to have the letter pit m an 
envelope, ana, rcell "staled, directed, post paid, to the 
Publisher. 

Any clergyman who will procure four sub¬ 
scribers, and send us eight dollars, may have a 
fifth copy gratis for one year. 

5S* Accounts are kept with each subscriber, and 
when wo receive money from him on his sub¬ 
scription, it is immediately passed to his credit. 

yV Agents will notice that wo keep an account 
with eaoh subscriber. Hence no accounts will be 
kopt with the agents; and in transmitting moneys 
on which they are entitled to a commission, they 
will retain the amount of their commission, and, in 
all cases, forward the money with the names, so ar 
to make the aocount even at each remittance. 

Agents and others who wish to send us 
fractional parts of a dollar, can now do so with¬ 
out increasing the postage, by remitting pre-paid 
post office stamps, which can now life obtained at 
any post office. 

• K~3' Agents or others having fdnds to forward 
are desired, if the amount be considerable, to pur¬ 
chase of some bank a draft on New York, Phila¬ 
delphia, or Baltimore. Smaller amounts may be 
transmit ted by mail, observing, when convenient, 
to send large bills on Now England, New York' 
Philadelphia, or Baltimore banks. Do not send 
certificates of deposite. 

fV JV1 r. V. B. Palmer, at his newspaper agency, 
New York, Philadelphia, Boston, and Baltimore, 
is duly authorized to procure advertisements for 
this paper. 

g:i* Within the last week we have rcoeived 
or three requests to have the direction of papers 
changed, withou t informing ns to what pest office, 
county, or State, the papers have heretofore been 
sent.. Without theso, wo cannot change the direo- 




- Par. 


=C=r Wo invite the attention of those who are 
remitting moneys to the publisher of this paper 
to the following table, showing the rate of dis¬ 
count on uncurront money in this city. We ear¬ 
nestly hope that those who send money will cn 
deavor to send such bank bills as are at the lowest 
discount : 

Washington, D. C. - - - Par. 

Baltimore 
Philadelphia - 
New, York city 
Now York State - 
New England- 
New Jersey - 
Eastern Pennsylvania 
Western Pennsylvania 
Maryland 

Virginia - - 

Western Virginia - 
Ohio - 
Indiana - 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Michigan 

Canada.5 do. 

L. P. NOBLE, Publisher. 


- uo. 

- 2K do. 

- 2^ do. 
-3% do. 


THE NATIONAL ERA. 

WASHINGTON, JANUARY 17, 1848. 


LETTER Off THEODORE PARKER. OF MAS¬ 
SACHUSETTS, TO THE PEOPLE OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 


[continued.] 

After the formal and legal abolitiomof the Af¬ 
rican slave trade, it became more profitable to 
breed slaves for sale in the Northern slavehold¬ 
ing States. Their labor was of comparatively lit¬ 
tle value to the declining agriculture of Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina. Prom 
planting they have become, to a great degree, 
slave-breeding States. 

In the latter half of the last century, Virginia 
displayed suoh an array of talent and statesman¬ 
ship, of eloquence, of intelligent and manly life, 
in a noble form, as few States, with the same pop¬ 
ulation, could ever equal; certainly nono in Amer¬ 
ica. There were Randolph and Mason, Wythe, 
Henry, Madison, Jefferson, Marshall, Washing¬ 
ton ; her very “ tobacco” could purchase the peace 
of New Eugland and New York. Now, Virginia 
is eminent as a nursery of slaves, bred and begot¬ 
ten for the Southern market. Ohio sends abroad 
the produce of her soil—flour, oxen, and swine; 
Massachusetts the produce of her mills and man¬ 
ual craft—cottons and woollens, hardware and 
shoes; while Virginia, chivalrous Virginia, the 
“ Old Dominion,” sells in the world’s market the 
produce of hor own loins — men-servants and 
maidens; her choicest exports are her sons and 
daughters. She has borne for the nation five 
Presid ent s, three of them conspicuous men, famous 
all over the world; and God knows how many 
slaves to till the soil of the devouring South. In 
18112, it was shown, in her Legislature, that slaves 
were “all the productive capacity,” and “consti-. 
t.ute the entire available wealth Of Eastern Vir¬ 
ginia.” The President of William and Mary 
College says, “ Virginia is a negro-raising State 
for other States.” Thomas Jefferson Randolph 
pronounced it “ one grand menagerie, where men 
are raised for the market, like oxen for the sham¬ 
bles.” in 1831, it was maintained in her Legisla¬ 
ture, by Mr. Gholson, that “the owner of land 
had a reasonable right to its annual profits ; the 
owner of orchards to their annual fruits; the 
owner of brood mares to their products; and the 
owner of female slaves to their increase.” 

Is any man born a slave ? The Declaration of 
Independence says, All men are born “ equal; ” 
their natural rights “ unalienable.” It is absurd 
to say, a man was born free in Africa, and his son 
born a slave in Virginia. The child horn in Af¬ 
rica is made a slavo by actual theft and personal 
violence; by what other process can ho be made a 
bUvc in America ? The fact that, his father was 
stolen before him makes no difference. By the 
law of the United States, it is piracy to enslave a 
man born in Afrioa; by the law of Justice,’ 
less piracy to enslave him when born ~ ‘ 
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The domestic slave trade is oarried on contin¬ 
ually in all the great cities of the South ; the cap¬ 
ital of the Union, called alter “ the Father of His 
Country,” is a groat slave mart. Droves of slaves, 
chained togothcr, may ofton be seen in the streets 
of Washington; the advertisements of the dealers 
are in the journals of that city. There the great 
demagogues and the great drovers of slaves meet 
together, and one city is common to them all. If 
there bo degrees in suoh wrong-doing, it seems 
worse to steal a baby in Amorioa than a man in 
Guinea; worse to keep a gang of women in Vir¬ 
ginia, breeding children, as swine, for market, 
than to steal grown men in Guinea; it is cow¬ 
ardly, no loss than inhuman. But, so longtigo as 
1829, it was said, in the Baltimore Reporter. 
“ Dealing in slaves has beoome a large business ; 
.establishments are made in sovcral places in 
Maryland, at which they are sold like cattle; 
these places of deposite are strongly built, and 
well supplied with iron thumb-scrcws and gags, 
and ornamented with oowslcins and other whips, 
often bloody.” 

The African slave trader, perhaps, even now, is 
not unkuown at Baltimore or New Orleans, but 
be is a pirate; he shuffles and hides, goes sneak¬ 
ing, and cringes to get along amongst men, while 
the American slave trader goes openly to work, 
advertisos “ the increase, of his female slaves,” 
As his jail, and, when that is insufficient, has 


those of the nation thrown open for his 
all the States solemnly pledged to deliver up the 
fugitives who escape from lxis hands. Pie marohes 
his ooffles where he will. The laws are on his 
side, “public sentiment,” and the “ majesty of the 
Constitution.” He looks in at the door of the 
Capitol, and is net ashamed. 

Jn this transfer of slaves, the most cruel sepa¬ 
ration of fiimilies takes place. In the slave-breed¬ 
ing States, it is a common thing to sell a boy or a 
girl, while the mother is kept as a “breeder.” 
Does she complain of the robbery ? There is the 
scourge, there are chains and collars. Will the I 


husband and father resent the wrong? There 
are handcuffs and jails; the law of the United 
States, the Constitution, the army and navy; all 
the able-bodied men of the free States are legally 
bound to come, if need be, and put down the in¬ 
surrection. Yet, more than fifteen hundred years 
ago, a Roman Emperor forbid the separation of 
families of slaves, and ordered all which had been 
separated to be reunited. “ Who can bear,” said 
the Emperor to his heathen subjects, “ who can 
bear that children should be separated from their 
parents, siste from their brothers, wives from 
their husband " 

In 1836, the 
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•esbyterian Synod of Kentucky 
r “ Brothers and sisters, parents 
lands and wives, are tom asunder 
see each other no more. These 
rring in the midst of us. There 
ood where these Heart-rending 
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s not behold the sad procession 
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: that they are exiled by force 
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„„__, (tonally stronger in the Negro 

than the Amer ., his family his all. The ter¬ 
ror of being s< and thus separated from the 
companions of 1 ...id misfortune, hangs over the 

slave forever, at least till too old for service in 
that way. The most able-minded are, of course, 
the most turbulent, the most difficult to manage, 
and therefore the most commonly sold. But the 
angel of Death—to them the only angel of Mer¬ 
cy—beniguantly visits these poor Isbmaels in the 
hot swamps of Georgia and Alabama. Thou, God, 
seest me, were fitting inscription over the spot 
where the servant thus becomes free from his 
master, and the weary is at rest. 


III. 


EFFECTS OF SLAVERY ON INDUSTRY. 

Let us examine the Effects of Slavery on Indus¬ 
try in all its forms. In the South, manual labor 
is considered menial and degrading; it is the busi¬ 
ness of slaves. In the free States, the majority 
work with their hands, counting it the natural 
business of a man, not a reproach, but a duty and 
a dignity. Thus, in Boston—the richest oity of 
its population in America, and perhaps in Ihe 
world—out of 19,037 private families in 1845, 
there were 15,744 who kept no servant, and only 
1,069 who had more than one assistant to per¬ 
form their household labor. In the South, the 
free man shuns labor; “ in a slave country, every 
freeman is an aristocrat,» and of course labor is 
avoided by such. Where work is disgraceful, 
men of spirit will not submit to it. So the high- 
minded but independent free men are continually 
getting worse off, or else emigrating out of the 
slave States into the new free States, not as the 
enterprising adventurer goes from New England, 
because he wants more room, but beoause his con¬ 
dition is a reproach. 

Most of the productive work of the South is 
done by slaves. But the slave has no stimulus; 
the natural instinct of production is materially 
checked. The master has the mouth which con¬ 
sumes, the slave only the hand which earns. He 
labors not for himself, but for another; for anoth¬ 
er who continually wrongs him. His aim, there¬ 
fore, is to do the least he can get along with. He 
will practice no economy ; no thrift; he breaks 
his tools. He will not think for his master; it is 
all hand-work, for he only gives what the master 
can forco from him, and he cannot conceal; there 
is no head-work. There is no invention in the 
slave; little among the masters, for their business 
is to act on men, not directly on things. This 
circumstance may fit the slaveholder for Polities— 
of a certain character; it unfits him for the great 
operations of productive industry. They and all 
labor-saving oontrivanecs come from the North. 
In 1S46, there were Beventy-six patents granted 
by the national office for inventions made in four¬ 
teen slave States, with a population of 7,334,431, 
or one for eaoh 96,505 persons; at the same time, 
there were 564 granted to the free States, with a 
population of 9,728,922, or one for each 17,249 
persons. Maryland, by- hor position, partakes 
more of the character of the free States than 
most of her sisters, and accordingly made twenty- 
one inventions—more than a fourth part of all i 
made in tne South. But Massachusetts had made 
sixty-twoand New York, with a population of 
only 2,428,921, had received two hundred and 
forty-seven patent rights—more than three times 
as many as the whole South. Works which re¬ 
quire intelligence and skill require also the hand 
of the freeman. The South can grow timber ; it 
is the North which builds the ships. The South 
can rear cotton; the free intelligence of the North 
must weave it into doth. 

In the North, the free man acts directly upon 
things by his own will; in the South, only 
through the medium of men reduced to the rank 
of things, and they act on material objects against 
their will. Half the moral and intellectual effect 
of labor is thereby lost; half the productive pow¬ 
er of the labor itBelf. All the great movements 
of industry deoiine where the aristocraoy own 
the bodies of the laboring class. No fertility of 
soil or loveliness of climate can ever make up for 
the want of industry, invention, and thrift, in 
tho laboring population itself. Agriculture will 
not thrive as under the free man’s hand. Slave 
labor oan only be profitably employed in the 


coarse operations of field work. __ _ __ __ 

Italy, 2,000 Jrears ago; the rich gardens of Latium, 
Alba, Tuscany, were the work of free men. When 
their owners were reduoed to slavery by the Ro ¬ 
man conqueror, those gardens became only pas¬ 
tures for buffaloes and swine. Only coarse sta¬ 
ples—sugar, cotton, rice, corn, tobacco—can be suc¬ 
cessfully raised by the slave of America. His 
rude tillage impoverishes the soil; the process of 


tilth “ consists in killing the land.” They who 
will keep slavery as a “ patriarchal institution,” 
must adopt the barbarism of the patriarchs, be¬ 
come nomadic, and wander from the land they 
have exhausted, to some virgin soil. The free 
man’s fertilizing hand enriches the land the long¬ 
er he labors. 


In Maryland, Virginia, and the Carolinas, the 
soil is getting exhausted ; the old land less valu¬ 
able than the new. In 1787, said Gouverneur 
Morris, in the National Convention, “ Compare 
the free regions of the Middle States, where a 
rich and noble cultivation marks the prosperity 
and happiness of the pooplo, with the misery and 
poverty which overspread the barren wastes of 
Vii-ginia, Maryland, and the other States having 


Virginia, Maryland, and the other States having 
slaves. Travel through the whole continent, and 
you behold the prospect continually varying with 
the appearance and disappearance of slavery. The 
moment you leave the Eastern States, and enter 
New York, the effects of the institution become 
visiblo. Passing through the Jerseys, and enter¬ 
ing Pennsylvania, every criterion of superior im¬ 
provement witnesses the change. Proceed south¬ 
wardly, and every step you take through the 
great regions of slaves, presents a desert, in¬ 
creasing with the increasing proportion of these 
wretched beings.” At this day, sixty years later, 
the contrast is yet more striking, as will present¬ 
ly appear. Slavery has wrought after Ha way. 
Every tree bears its own fruit. 

Slavery discourages the immigration of able 
but poor men from the free States. They go 
elsewhere to sell their labor; all the Southern 
States afford proof of this. The free man from 
the North will not put himself and his intelligent 
industry on a level with the slave, degraded and 
despised. In the free States, the farmer buys his 
land and his cattle; hires men to aid him in his 
work—he buys their labor. Both parties are 
served—this with labor, that with employment. 
There is no degradation, but reciprocal gain. In 
a few years, the men who at first sold their labor, 
will themselves become proprietors, and hire oth¬ 
ers desirous of selling their services. It requires 
little capital to start with. So tho number of pro¬ 
prietors rapidly increases, and the amount of cul¬ 
tivated land, of wealth, of population, of comfort. 
In the South, the proprietor must also buy his 
workmen ; the poor man who seeks a market for 
his work, not his person, must apply elsewhere. 

This cause has long impeded the agriculture of 
the South. It will also hinder tho advance of 
manufactures. At Lowell, the manufacturer 
builds his mill, buys his cotton, and reserves a 
sufficient sum for his “ fioatincr canital:” he biros 


for his “floating capital;” he hires 
fivo hundred men and women to work his ma¬ 
chinery, paying them from week to week for the 
labor he has bought. In South Carolina, ho must 
buy his operatives also ; five hundred slaves, at 
$600 each, amount to $300,000. This additional 
sum is needed before a wheel can turn. To start, 
it requires large capital; but capital is what is 
not so easily obtained in a slave State, where 
there is no natural stimulus urging the laboring 
mass to production. Men of small capital are 
kept out of the field; business is mainly in the 
hands of the rich; property tends to accumulate 
in few hands. 

Compare a slave and a free State. In the free 
population of the former there is less enterprise, 


less activity of body and mind, less intelligence, 
loss production, less comfort, and less welfare. In 
the free States, an enterprising man, whose own 
hands are not enough- for him to work out his 
thoughts with, can trade in human labor, buying 


men’s work, and seeing the result of that work. 
That is the business of the merchant-manufac¬ 
turer iu all departments. In the preseut state of 
society, both parties are gainers by the operation. 
In thlSSouth, suoh a man must buy the laborers 
before he can use their work, but intelligent labor 
he oannot thus buy. 

Men are born with different tastes and tenden¬ 
cies ; some for agriculture, others for commerce, 
navigation, manufactures, for science, letters, the 
arts, useful or elegant. The master is able to 
command the muscles, not to develop the mind. 
He directs labor mainly to the coareer operations 
of husbandry, and makes work monotonons. Uni¬ 
formity of labor involves, a great loss. Political 
economists know well the misery which happens 
to Ireland from this source—not to mention others 


In Connecticut, every farmer and day-laborer, 
in his family or person, is a consumer, not only 
of the productions of his own farm or handiwork, 
but also of tea, coffee, sugar, rice, molasses, salt, 
and spices; of cotton, woollen, and silk goods, 
ribbons and bonnets, of shoes and hats, of beds 
and other furniture, of hardware, tin-ware, and 
cutlery, of crockery and glass-ware, of clocks and 
jewelry, of books, paper, and the like. His wants 
stimulate the mechanic and the merchant; they 
stimulate him in return, all grow up together; 
each has a market at home, a market continually 
enlarging and giving vent to superior wares. The 
young man can turn his hand to the art he likes 
best. Industry, activity, intelligence, and comfort, 
are the result. 

In a slave population, the reverse of all this 
takes place. The “Southern Planter” thinks 
$20 adequate for the yearly support of a slave. 
Add twenty-five per oent. to his estimate, making 
the sum $25 : then the 3,000,000 slaves are con¬ 
sumers to the amount of $70,000,000 a year. In 
1845, the annual earnings of the State of Massa¬ 
chusetts were $114,492,636. This does ribt in¬ 
clude the improvements made on the Boil, nor 
bridges, railroads, highways, houses, shops, stores, 
and factories, that were built—these things form a 
permanent investment for future years. It cannot 
reasonably be supposed that, in addition, so large 
a sum as fourteen per cent, of the annual earnings 
is saved and laid by. But on that supposition, 
the 737,699 inhabitants of Massachusetts are 
oonsumers to the amount of $100,000,000 a year; 
that is, $25,000,000 more than four times that 
number of slaves would consume. The amount 
of additional energy, comfort, and happiness, is 
but poorly indicated, even by these figures. 

[to be continued.] 


; and we-are now called on to in¬ 
crease tbe army to 30,000 more, in order to over¬ 
run all Mexico, in order to occupy the capitals of 
all the States of Mexico, and to seize upon the 
entire revenues of the country. In other words, 
as I understand it. to annihilate Mexico as a na¬ 
tion, and to destroy her Government, does not re¬ 
quire anything like the force which the honora¬ 
ble Chairman of the Committee on Military Af¬ 
fairs now asks the Semite to vote, if you add 
thirty regiments—twenty regiments of volunteers 
and ten regiments of regulars—to the troops al¬ 
ready in the field, you will have a vastly greater 
force than the Commanding General of the army 
considers necessary for all the purposes specified 
in the letter, it is well known to my brother Sen¬ 
ators here, that, during the last session and the 
previous one, 1 voted upon all occasions, when 
bills were presented to this body to increase the 
army of the United States, or to furnish supplies 
for the army, in favor of those bills. I took the 
ground that, whether the Administration of the 
country was right or wrong in the inception of 
this war, I should vote more troops and more 
supplies for onr armies, in order to sustain the 
honor and interests of the country, so long as 
my vote might be needed to sustain that honor 
and those interests. Nor shall I, in the course 
which 1 am about to take with regard to this bill, 
in the least change my purpose in regard to this 
matter, as originally formed. If the same issues 
were now before me, which were presented at the 
last session, I should vote precisely "as I voted 
then. But totally different is the question now 
presented. On all former occasions, the President 
of the United States, and his friends on this-fioor, 
disavowed any intention of conquest, or acquisi¬ 
tion of territory by conquest. They invariably de- 


DEBATES IN THE SENATE. 

January 11 , 1848 . 


Mr. Johnson having closed his speech on the 
Ten Regiment Bill— 

Mr. Clayton. Before I give my vote on this 
bill, sir, I desire to know from the honorable 
Chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
whether either of the commanders-in-chief of the 
American army, General Seott or General Tay¬ 
lor, has requested such an addition as he proposes 
to make to the American army; whether either 
of them has desired the Departmentto recommend 
to Congress the raising of thirty regiments—ten 
regements of regulars, and twenty regiments of 


volunteers. 

Mr. Cass. I have to say that the Government 
has received from General Seott an estimate of 
the force he deems necessary to carry into effeot 
the plan of operations which is recommended by 
the Secretary of War. I will read so much of his 
projet as relates to this subject: 

“ Augment this army to 50,000 men, to enable 
them 4o occupy, at the same time, nearly all the 
State capitals, and other principal cities; to drive 
guerilla and other robbing parties from the great 
highways of trade; to seize into our hands all the 
ordinary revenues of the country, internal as well 
as external, for the support of the occupation ; 
and to keep the Central Government in constant 
motion and alarm, until constrained to bug for 
penoe.” 

Having thus answered the question of the hon¬ 
orable Senator from Delaware, 1 yield Mm the 

[Here a conversation took place among several 
Senators, on the amount of the forces in Ms 


after which, Mr. Clayton resumed his remarks.] 

I have not yet obtained from the honorable 
Chairman of the Committee on Military Affairs 
the precise information which I sought. I did hot 
desire to excite a discussion on the question as to 
the amount of the military force at present in 


this measure on which we are called upon to vote. 
In reply to the inquiry, as I understand, the hon¬ 
orable Chairman of the Committee says that one 
of them—General Seott—did, some time during 
the last year, write a letter recommending that, 
in a certain event, the military establishment in 
Mexico should be increased to 50,000 men. Will 
the honorable Senator tell me the date of the let¬ 


ter ? 


Mr. Cass. It was written after the arrival of 
its writer in Mexico; but how long after, I do 
not know. 

Mr. Clayton. After the capture of the city ? 

Mr. Cass. Certainly; he distinctly alludes to 
that event. 

Mr. Clayton. It was written, then, after the 
capture of the city of Mexico. There is no intel¬ 
ligence, ns I understand, from General Taylor, 
that any additional forces were requisite. Am I 
right in the conjecture ? 

Mr. Cass. What did the honorable Senator 
ask? 

Mr. Clayton. Did General Taylor, on any oc¬ 
casion, recommend such an addition to the mili¬ 
tary force ? 

Mr. Cass. I understand the Senator as inquir¬ 
ing whether General Taylor had made the same 
recommendation as General Scott. I have told all 
I know about tho recommendation of General 
Seott, and do not know whether General Taylor 
made a similar recommendation. 

Mr. Clayton. There is nothing, then, from 
General Taylor. He has made no recommenda¬ 
tion to add to the troops in Mexico; and, as to 
General Scott, the honorable Chairman is able to 
inform me, that some time last year, as he thinks, 
“after the capture of the city of Mexico,” General 
Seott wrote to the Department, informing them, 
that if ce^ain things, intended to be done by the 
Administration, were attempted, 50,000 men would 
be required to be added to the army. 

Mr. Cass. I beg your pardon, sir; raise the 
forces to 50,000 men ; not add that amount. 

Mr. Clayton. That is the very understanding 
I had, and was corrected in it. Well, that in¬ 
crease Of the army to 50,000 men, as I understand 


from the reading of the letter from General Scott, 
was to be made in ease the Administration should 
design to subjugate, to reduce, all Mexico. 

Mr. Cass. Oh ! uo. 

Mr. Clayton. That is tbe amount of it, as 
I understand. If in error, I will be happy to be 
corrected. 

Mr. Cass. The Senator is at liberty to put his 
own construction on the letter; but the object was 
stated to be “ to keep the Central Government in 
motion.” I will read the passage again. 

Several Senators. We shall bf ' ' ' 

Mr. Cass then read the passage already given, 
and added: The substance of the letter has been 
given in a St. Louis paper, which came here with¬ 
in the last few days. 

Mr. Clayton. Well, that is wbat I call reduo- 


,11 be glad to hear it 


to take all the capitals of the States of Mexico— 
if you intend not only to put down the guerillas 
and bandits, but to keep the Central Government 
of Mexico constantly in motion, allowing it no 
fixed place in which it can treat with you—if you 
purpose, also, to take possession of the revenues 
of the country, then you will require suoh an ad¬ 
dition to the army now here, as will raise it to 
50,000 men.” General Scott, it will be perceived, 
does not recommend that such an addition shall 
be made to the army ; he only says to the War 
Department, that, if they design to adopt a certain 
course of procedure, it will be necessary to in¬ 
crease tho army to that amount. Pray, sir, what 
do you call keeping the Central Government in 
motion—occupying tho State capitals—and seiz¬ 
ing the revenues of Mexico ? I call it subjuga¬ 
tion of the country, and annihilation of the Gov¬ 
ernment of Mexico. Well, now, the President of 
the United States disavows that in his message. 
He declares that he is opposed to the annihilation 
of Mexico as a Republic. Yet the proposition 
now is to augment the forces in Mexico, on the 
ground that such an increase is necessary, in or¬ 
der to attain objects which are, as I consider, tan¬ 
tamount to the entire subjugation of the country. 

It has been stated by my friend from Kentucky, 
(and I think he has fully sustained it,) that the 
force at present under the command of Scott and 
Taylor (or Wool in the absence of Taylor) amounts 


clared that their object was not to obtain Mexican 
territory by robbery oi conquest. They fought, i 
was declared, for a fair and honorable peace, and 
for indemnity for the injuries which we had re¬ 
ceived at the hands of Mexico. But what, now, is 
the issue presented to tie American Senate, by the 
bill upon your table ? Allow me here to read from 
the Message of the President, so that there may 
be no ground for any allegation of misstatement 
or equivocation. Let us hear, from the President 
himself, the objects whici he has in view, and the 
purposes for the accouplishment of which he 
desires these additional troops. The President 


says: 


“ In the moan time, as Mexico refuses all in¬ 
demnity, we should adopt measures to indemnify 
ourselves, by appropriating -permanently a por¬ 
tion of her territory. Early after the commence¬ 
ment of the war, New Mexico and. the Californias 
were taken possession of by our forces. Our mil¬ 
itary and naval commanders were ordered to con¬ 
quer and Hold them, subject to be disposed of by 
a treaty of peace. 

“ These provinces are now in our undisputed 
occupation, and have been so for many months ; 
all resistance on the part of Mexico having ceased 
within their limits. I am satisfied that they should 
never be surrendered to Mexico.” 

And, again, he says on the same page: 

“Besides New Mexico and the Californias, 
there are other Mexican provinces which have 
been reduced to our possession by conquest. 
These other Mexican provinces are governed by 
our military and naval commanders, under the 
general authority which is conferred upon a con¬ 
queror by the laws of war. They should con¬ 
tinue to be held, as a meaus of coercing Mexico 
to accede to just terms of peace,” 

The question then arises, What aro these 
“ terms of peace,” what tht President considers 
to be “just,” and on whici he means to insist? 
By turning to tho 8th -page of his message, you 
will find an answer to this inquiry. You will 
then discover the views of tie Executive with re¬ 
gard to “just terms of peace.” It has been said 
in the progress of debate, that the President at¬ 
tempted to negotiate after the hattles of Contre¬ 
ras and Churubnsco—that he made an effort to 
treat with the Mexican commissioners—having 
sent Mr. Trist to Mexico for that purpose. In 
his message he communicates the purport of the 
instructions given to Mr. Trist, and his own “ul¬ 
timatum :” 

“ The commissioner of the United States was 
authorized to agree to the establishment of the 
Rio Grande as the boundary, from its entrance 
into the Gulf to its interseciion with the southern 
boundary of New Mexico, ia north latitudo about 
tbirty-two degrees, and to obtain a cession to tho 
United States of the provinces of New Mexico 
and the Californias, and the privilege of the right 
of way across the isthmus of Tehuantepec. Tf * 
boundary of the Rio Grande, and the cession i 
the United States of New Mexico.and Upper 
California, constituted an ultimatum whioh our 
commissioner was, under ro circumstances,, to 

Here we have the President’s “just terms of 
peace,” as he ealls them; his “ultimatum” is 
definitely announced, and ws are no longer left, 
as during the two last sessiois, to conjecture—to 
guess at tho objects and intuitions of the Presi¬ 
dent of the United States ia regard to Mexico. 
It is now certain that he has demanded, as an ul¬ 
timatum, and means to demand hereafter as his 
ultimatum, the cession to theUnited States of the 
Californias, and the whole of New Mexico—a 
territory embraoing at least 690,000 square miles 
of land—more than twice the entire territorial 
extent of the “old thirteen States” at the time of 
the American Revolution! and I am called upon 
to give a vote which shall enible the President to 
enforce these “terms of peace!” X am called 
upon to give a vote that shall enable him to com¬ 
pel Mexico to cede the whole of New Mexico 
and the Californias to this country. I have no 
choice left. I oan at once take up my position, 
and say whether I am In fiivor of the acquisition 
and conquest of all this vast region, or whether I 
am opposed to it. 

Before I proceed further in the argument on 
this question, 1 desire to say, for one, that I never 
have been and I am not now willing to acquire 
one acre of ground from Mexico, or any other 
nation under heaven, by conquest or robbery. I 
hold that, in all our transactions with the other 
nations of the world,the great principle ought to 
be maintained of us, that “ honesty is the best 
policy ;” and that an honorable reputation is of 
more value to a country than land or money. I 
hold that any attempt on purpart, merely because 
we happen to possess superior strength, to com¬ 
pel a weaker notion to cede to us all that we 
choose to demand as indemnity, whilst we at the 
same time admit that we ask for more than she 
owes us, is nothing else but robbery. If a man 
owes me a sum o.' money, and if, when I meet him 
on the highway, he replies to my demand, that he 
has not wherewithal to meet it, and I should in¬ 
sist, with a pistd pointed to his breast, that ho 
should deliver o mo a deed of his farm at the 
estimate which .' choose to put upon it, I think 
there could-not be much difference of opinion as 
to the nature of that transaction. I should like 
to know how myfriend from Maryland, who is 
an able lawyer, would defend, under an indict¬ 
ment, the man guilty of such conduct. Would 
it be any palliation, or excuse, or justification of 
the conduct of- his client, in such a case, that the 
money was justly due him? Could there be 
found in Christeadom a court and jury that would 
hesitate as to the verdict in such a case? And 
what, let me ash—as a friend near me (Mr. Web¬ 
ster) suggests—what would be the value of the 
deed obtained in suoh circumstances ? If the 
possessor of it should even go “unwhipt of jus¬ 
tice,” would he not be the object to which the 
scornful finger of every honest man would be 
pointed, so long as he lived upon the earth ? I 
hold—and, however old-fashioned the notion may 
be, I shall maintain it so long as I have a seat 
here—that character-is as valuable to a nation 
as it is to an individual; and inasmuch aB I would 
scorn, as a private citizen, to despoil my neighbor 
of his property in these circumstances and with 
these avowals, so, as a public man, I never 
sanction, in the slightest degree, such a cour 
conduct on the part of the Government of the 


We are one of the strongest nations of the 
earth. We have been amongst the weakest. In 
times gone by, we have suffered from the cruelty, 
the tyranny, and injustice of other nations, and 
have uttered loud complaints. We have now 
waxed strong, and can put the foot upon the neck 
of a sister Republic, and compel hor to yield ' 
the terms we ourselves dictate. The questic_ 
now comes up, and it addresses itself to every 
genuine lover of his country, whether the acqui¬ 
sition of all this territory, iu those circumstances, 
would compensate us for the loss of the reputation, 
that high national character, which we have hith¬ 
erto sustained ? Do. not updeys.tand me as oppos¬ 
ing the just claims of my ovn country. I would 
go as far to enforce those cliims, consistently with 
the honor of the country, as any man living. So 
far as the prosecution of war for- the purpose of 
securing just indemnity for these claims might 
he concerned, I would go as far as he who, on the 
other side of the chamber, gees farthest. But the 
President distinctly tells you, tl>at when Mr. 
Trist made the proposition to the Mexican com¬ 
missioners to negotiate, theterms were to be defined 


by him, and that they wore to be submitted to by 
Mexico at “the oannon’s mouth.” 

Hero the Senator yielded to a motion to ad¬ 
journ, the usual hour of adjournment having ar- 


The Senate then adjourned. 


is DICE BE CAREY. 


What myriads of creatures 
Have gone down to the still grave, 
Leaving no more trace behind them 
Than the lightning in tho wave! 


Well! ” said the old man, brightening up, “ I’ll 
just tell you what I goin’ to do. I goin’ after a 
load of wood and a basket of good things; and I’ll 
just have ’em brought home, and don’t you let on 
who sont them, ’cause tho young lady might feel 
bad at ’cciving a favor from the likes o’ me, ’cause 
that’s a little worser than anything we ever heard 
about in the books at night.” 

The old man was as good as his word. In an 
hour a blazing fire was kindled in Sybil’ 


In all places, from the centre 
To the earth’s remotest bounds, 

Her vales are dotted over 
With their green and swelling mounds. 
Little children, innocent children, 

Have been lulled to their deep rest, 

Of whom is kept no reoord, 

Save in a mother’s breast. 


And thousands, tens of thousands, 

Of whom no stone can fell, 

Are buriod on the battle field, 

In places where they fell; 

While multitudes have perished 
With no friend or brother near, 

When they tired on the marches 
Of the war-path, long and drear. 

And slaves, in hopeless servitude, 

Who wore the galling chain, 

Have made more white the rice-fields 
Where their bones have bleached and lain. 


and tho tea-table spread with nice white breaci 
and fresh butter, while a pot of . fragrant hyson 
was drawing on the hearth. The babe was awake, 
sitting on the carpet, blowing a whistle with great 
glee. At last Sybil entered, pale, languid, and 
weary, and, dropping into a chair, held out her 
arms to the babe, who crawled fast upon his hands 
and knees to reach her lap. 

" Ah! sho’s got no letter,” thought old Katy, as 
came in to set the tea on the table. 

The silversmiff has been here, ma’am, (Heaven 
forgive me for lying,” muttered she to herself.) 

“ The silversmith, ~ ” 

“ Yes, : ' 


O, the martyrs! holy martyrs! 

Whose life-drops were a feast 
To the eyes of the’ beholders 
And the maws of the wild beast: 


And the prisoners, unnumbered, 

Who their beds of death have found 
In the close and grated dungeons 
Of the cold, damp under-ground. 
Yet we trust there are no creatures, 
Though in places still and deep, 
That the resurreotion morning 
Will not awake from sleep: 

And no child of God has perished, 

In infancy or age, 

Whose name has not been written 
On the angel’s record page 1 
Mount Healthy, Ohio. 


SKETCHES AND ESSAYS. 


K. SOUTHWORTH. 


KATY’S MISHAPS IN THE CITY. 

The leaves were falling, and tho cold northwest 
wind was blowing them iu drifts about the cottage 
of Mrs. Middleton. Old Katy was roaming about 
the garden, gathering sticks to make a fire; in the 
course of her gleaning, she passed into the front 
yard. Seeing the figure of an old man leaning on 
a stick at the gate, she dropped her bundle and 
hastened forward, joyfully exclaiming— 

“ Lor* a’ mercy upon me, Broom! Is this you 9 
Is this you ? bless your ole soul, I am so glad 
to seo you once again in this worl’. Come 
come in; how have you been this long time ?” 

“Thanky, Katy, thanky; I’m so-so, ’cept tho 
rheumatics, and the phthisic, and the asthma and 
lumbago, and the liver compliant and the con¬ 
sumption, exoept that I enjoys pretty good health 
in general.” 

“’Deed! I’m glad to hear you’re so hearty. It’s 
more than 1 am; I’m trouble with a stiff neck.” 

“Yes! you were always stiff-necked, Katy.” 

Now. Broom, that was a libel oh Katy! 

“Well, Katy, how is the young madam and the 
little child, and when is she going to foreign 
parts?” 

“Ah! poor dear child! I think sho’s in 
’sumption. Broom. She used to be purty as a pi< 
ter, Broom ; now she’s all pale and thin, and hi 
eyes are hollow. She’s never hearn a word from 
that vrlyun (God forgive me) that she married. 
She’s gone to the pos’ office now, poor dear heart, 
to see if there’s a letter for her. She seen iu a 
newspaper how the ship that he went out in has 
oomed baok, and so she’s gone. But come in, 
Broom, out o’ the cold; you shall see the child, 
poor little oretur, by the kitchen fire—no! by tho 
kitchen fireplace—no fire there! Dunno when 
there will be.” 

“ Why, you don’t go to make out how the young 
madam wants for anything, do ye? ” 

“ Don’t want for nothing, don’t she? I tell you, 
Broom, that vilyun (mercy on me) never loft 
her a single dollar—made out he’d want all the 
money to carry him to foreign parts. I know, 
’cause, you see, she wanted tea and sugar the day 
after he went away; and so she sent her silter 
spoons to be sold—sent ’em by me; and by the 
same token, the silversmiff where I took them took 
the spoons away from me, and sont for a oons’able, 
and had me ’rested on ’spicion of stealing them; 
yes! and ’rested me there all day, till the young 
lady could be sent for. Lori, Broom, how my 
feelings were hurted that day! that ever Cathe¬ 
rine Ann Gallagher should be ’rested for stcalin’ 
silver spoons! You don’t know how I was hurt! ” 

“I can ’magine, Katy; I can ’magiue. You 
know, though, you uBed to hear the ole madam 
say, as none of the people in cities ever come ober 
with Lord Baltimore, so how can you ’spect better 
from them?” 

“Well, I was going to tell you, Broom—but 
come in out of the wind—there’s the baby! The 
very image of the old madam, aint he? There! 
don’t wake him; sit down. I was a-going to tell 
you, that after that, the young madam always 
wrote a line when she sent me to sell anything; 
and she sold almost all the silver she had, to buy 
things and pay rent; for only think, Broom, peo¬ 
ple here have to pay for living in houses! ” 

“ Pshaw! I could have told you that long ago.” 

“ I didn’t know it. Well, there’s nothing left to 
sell, now, but the blade of the butter-knife i 
her thimble—that’s silver, I mean; and what 
are to do, now the winter’s setting in, the Lord 
knows. We been living on black tea and rye 
bread all this summer. Tho poor child wanted 
mo to go hire out where I could get wages and 
better living; but no, I says; if I’ve got a black 
skin, I’ve.got a white soul; and I aint a-going to 


’sert her in he? ’fliotion. : 

“ No, no more I wouldn’t, Katy. Dear, dear, 
dear,” sighed the old man; “ this is very ’stress¬ 
ing, very ! But couldn’t tho young lady teach the 
planner, or paint pictcrs, or diskiver some rich 
relations, like the ’stressed ladies in the story 
books, she used to read to us about?” 

“Well, I often thinks o’ that myself; and I 
thinks, what’s the good o’ lamin’ unless it helps 
people to get along in the world. But, poor thing! 
her mind is ’sturbed enough. Sometimes she does 
walk about a whole day, looking for needlework; 
but she is a stranger, and gets no luck, and she 
comes home, and mopes, and mopes. I ’vises 
her to smoke a pipe; but she won’t take ’viee 
It tells her, if it hadn’t a been for smoking a 
pipe, I should have gone rayin’ ’straoted mad, 
when Colonel Hines (Heaven forgive him) sold my 
poor dear gal to Georgy. My poor gal! my poor 
gal! your poor old mother will never see you 
again in this world. My poor dear gal! all the 
child I had in the world! ” Here the poor old 
soul lost recollection of everything but her 
sorrow, and sobbed hysterically. 

“Don’t cry, Katy! don’t cry! that’s a good 


10 child 


“Hush,Broom, hush! you n 
sold away from you.” 

“ No, Katy, because my wife was sold away from 
me the first year we were married, and I never- 
had the heart to marry again.” ' 

“ My poor gal! my poor child. 

“Come, Katy, don’t take on so; don’t, that’s a 

When the old creature had exhausted herself 
with weeping, she wiped her eyes. Then Broom 


“ You never told me, Katy, how it was that you 
were free and your child a slave.” 

“Why, you see,’Broom, I was left to Colonel 
Hines by his Uncle, but I was left to bo free at 
twenty-five ; and I had my little gal before I had 
served my time out, aaid.so she was a slave. I had 
been living with Mrs. Brotherton ever since I was 
ten years old, and I was there when my poor gal 
was sold. She tried to prevent it, but couldn’t. 
You were gone with Colonel Brotherton to the 
wars then. Don’t ask me any more, please, 
Broom;” and the old creature fell to weeping 
again. At last, wiping her eyes, she said— 
“Well, well! well, well! may be it will all 
come right in another world. Give me that bun¬ 
dle of chips, Broom; 1 must make a cup of .tea 


for Mrs. Middleton, against sho comes. I wish l devil, after all—the reptile! the reptile, rather! 
had a little wood, to make a fire in her room.” Coldly to tell me he does not care for me—falsely 


Now, you stop, old ’o 


she’ll be back?’ 


How long before | 


“An In 


Katyl” 

and he fetch two dollars, .fire 

the spoons; and so I took, the 
money, ma’am, and bought some wood and ...jiao 
other things; (Heaven look over fibbing.”) 

“Very well, Katy, that was a godsend, indeed; 
but you left the babe to do this.” 

“ No, ma’am; old Uncle Broom ’rived this morn¬ 
ing. and I got him to go.” 

“ Poor old man 1 Has he travelled all the way 
up here? Send him in to seo me, Katy.” 

“ Souse me, Mrs. Middleton; but did you got a 
letter, ma’am ? ” 

“No, Katy; but to-morrow I will go and see 
the captain of the vessel; perhaps he has a letter 
— a message for me.” 


d she, “ this, then, is passion! 
this, then, is anger! Oh! now, indeed, I know 
there is no need of a lake of burning fire; our 
bosoms may be a hell, as mine has just proved; 
our own passions may be tormenting fiends, if 
there be no others.” 

Sybil sunk upon her knees and prayed; and 
from this moment may he dated the commence¬ 
ment of her true knowledge of God, of herself, 
of the value of life and the use of sufferong, of the 
reality of another and a happier state of exist- 
‘ ‘ ’ " * *’ ‘ i™, thnwlurl- 

“the stifismall 


THE CAPTAIN’S NEWS. 

The next morning, after an early breakfast, 
Sybil pnt her babe to sleep, and went her way in 
search of the oaptain of the packet in which her 
husband had left America, in going towards the 
vessel, sho had to pass through crowds of coarse 
women and rough men, whose ribaldry caused her 


tremble and her cheek to burn with 
shame. At length, finding it difficult to reach 
the vessel, which was lying off the shore, she in¬ 
quired where the captain was likely to be found, 
and was directed to his lodgings in the city. She 
hurried thither, was so luoky as to find him at 
home, and was shown into his presence. He was 

fat, red-faced, self-satisfied looking man, who 

■ose to receive her with rather an insolent leer. 

“You are Captain Blaokston, I presume?” 

“ At ynur service, miss.” 

“ 1 am Mrs. Middleton.” 

“ Ah! I beg your pardon, madam.” 

“ My husband, Mr. Harold P. Middleton, went 
to Liverpool in your ship about six months since. 

I have come to inquire whether you have any 
letter or message from him for me, and whether 
he was in good health when he landed.” 

“ Whew I” whistled the captain. 

“Will you please to "tell me, sir?” 

“Why, madam, here seems to be a great mys¬ 
tery. Mr. Middleton, certainly, was my passen¬ 
ger to Liverpool; but be took with him a lady 
whom he called Mrs. Middleton, and whom 1 sup¬ 
posed to be his wife. Heavens, ma’am, don’t 
faint here in my room,” exclaimed the captain, 
seizing tho bell rope, and ringing an alarm. 

“William!” oried ho, energetically, to the man 
that answered the bell, “ call a hackney coaeh for 
this lady.” 

Sybil mastered her emotion by a great effort, 
and entered the coaeh that had been called for 
her, for indeed her trembling limbs, refused to 
convoy her homo. It took Sybil’s last dollar, the 
produoe of the sale of the butter-knife, to pay hor 
fare. For many days, Sybil remained almost stu¬ 
pefied with grief, sometimes wandering restlessly 

about, sometimes sitting for hours in one mourn- I ,j ee p 0 ]fl wc jj b yawning 
ful position, sometimes catching up her infant, I —--inl¬ 

and weeping passionately over it. Poor old Katy 
was distressed almost to death, but oould not 
guess tho cause of her nento sorrow A few weeks 
from this time there was an arrival from Liver¬ 
pool, and, a few days after, Sybil saw a letter ad¬ 
vertised for her in the paper. Too weak to go 
herself, she hurried old Katy off to tho offieo. 

Poor old Katy was always sure to fall into adven¬ 
tures, when she was sent into the city. When 
she arrived at the post offieo, and was asked by 
the clerk what she wanted, she answered— 

“ That letter, if yon please, sir.” 

“ What letter, aunty?” 

“Why, the letter from foreign parts, if you 


wind of her excited passit 
voice” that whispered, “Peace, be still,” and “Be 
not afraid; it is f.” Sybil arose from lier prayer, 
calm, composed; prospects became clearer beforo 
her mental vision, and she thought— 

' “ Though it is all over now with me anti my 
husband, yet, now that I know the worst, I can 
bear it! I have no further thoughts of going to 
him. I must beBtir myself to find some means of 
support for myself and ohild. I will trust to God’s 
blessing on my best exertions, I will work and 
pray; and I shall suooeed, I know I shall.” 

With newly inspired courage, Sybil put on her 
bonnet and shawl, and went to tho door; but the 
rain, that again camo down in torrents, arrested 
hor purpose of going out. 

Sybil was a good performer on tho piano and 
harp, and she sought to obtain pupils in her art; 
but she was a stranger, without letters of intro¬ 
duction, and her efforts of course failed of suc¬ 
cess. She then thought of writing to her relative, 
General Bushrod Brotherton, the successful liti¬ 
gant in the suit in chancery, and the present pos¬ 
sessor of Brotherton Hall. She wrote, and, tell¬ 
ing him of her destitution, requested him to ob- 
for her tho testimonials of some of her for- 
ncighbors. 

[to BE CONTINUED.] 


VII.—JACOB’S WELL AND THE SAMARITANS. 

Our last view of Jcrusalom was vory fine. We 
looked back from a ridge on tho northern road, 
and saw it lying, bright and stately, on its ever¬ 
lasting hills ; but it looked lower than from most 
other point* of view, from the Moab mountains 
forming its lofty background. We descended tbe 
slope before us, and lost sight of the Holy City 
forever. 

Again we were struck with the vivid coloring 
of the scenery. All this day, the hills were dressed 
in brilliant hues—the soil, red, grey, and brown; 
the tilled portions of the brightest green, and the 
shadows purple or lilac. All the hills show traces 
of having been onoe terraoed; and they were still 
completely so in the neighborhood of our encamp¬ 
ment this evening—the terraces following the 


Yes; but whose lotter ? ” 

; Why, hizzen, sir, hizzen.” 

I What name, old woman?” 

: Why, Mr. Middleton, tho gentleman as wont 
to foreign parts.” 

The clerk looked over lus list, and answered— 

“ There is nothing here for Mr. Middleton.” 

“ Tho letter aint for Mr. Middleton, sir.” 

“For whom, then, old woman?” said the clerk, 
growing impatient. 

“ Miss Sybil that was, sir—Miss Sybil Broth¬ 
erton, of Brotherton Hall; come over with Lord 
Baltimore, sir,” said Katy, ourtsying at every 
clause. 

“ There is no letter here for Miss Brotherton.” 

“She’s not Miss Brotherton now; she’s Mrs. 
Middleton.” 

“ Why, what a stupid old beast is this! Here, 
here is your lotter.” 

“Thanky, sir! very kind of you, indeed, sir; 
thanky, kindly. 1 wouldn’t take a golden guinea 
for this letter.” 

It was raining hard when Katy left the office, 
and she looked around in despair—for Katy had 
umbrella. A hackney coaeh was standing 

,r, and Katy looked longingly at it. Observ¬ 
ing this, the driver said, jeeringly— 

“ A hack, ma’am?” 

“ Thank you, kindly; yes, sir, if you please.” 

Finding a customer, the driver ohanged his 
tone, and let down his steps, and handed the old 
woman in with respectful alacrity, put them up 
again, jumped into his seat, and drove off. 

II D'ear me!” said old Katy, as she sat hack 
the carriage. “This is very nice and comforta¬ 
ble—so much better than sploshing through the 
mud, and getting wet to the skin. I love the mo¬ 
tion of a carriage, too—it tintillates one’s feelings 
so pleasantly. What a very polite young man, toi 
offer me a ride—so different from other people. 
Aint lie got manners? I shouldn’t wonder if his 
family didn’t come over with Lord Baltimore. 
What nice, soft cushions?” 

The end of this soliloquy brought Katy to Mrs. 
Middleton’s door.- The “very polite young man” 

a ed from his seat, and, letting down the steps, 
ed Katy out. 

“ I am very much obliged to yon, indeed, 
for your kindness, sir. I’ll do you a favor when- 

“ Very well; you’re quite welcome; your money 
is just as good as anybody’s else. It's a dollar.” 

“ Sir?” 

“ It’s a dollar.” 

“ What’s a dollar?” 

“ It’s a dollar you owe me for bringing you home 
in my hack.” 

“Why, you invited me to ride in your hack: 
I never asked you; it was yeur own offer, and I 
thank you kindly. But you’re not going to charge 
mej now, I hopes.” 


ie that hc’respects my fidelity—wickedly 


demand of me to free him by a divorco—to re¬ 
nounce his wife, to disown his child, and slander 
both, to color his base desertion! Where sleeps 
tho justico of God ? What stays the thunderbolt, 
that it does not strike him down in his rampant 
wickedness?” And Sybil threw herself, writhing, 
upon the bed. The scathing thunder and light¬ 
ning of passion passed, and tho rain fell. Sybil 
wept as sho murmured— 

“Oh, Harold! Harold! I never thought, to 
have felt towards thee thus! I never thought tS 
have spoken of you so!” 

Sybil sat, pale,’ exhausted, and alarmed, at the 
typhoon that had passed through her gentle soul. 
“Great God!” said she. “this. then.is Dassiou! 


MISS HARRIET MARTINEAU. 


strata of the stone, which all lay slanting. This 
gives a singular air of wildness to the most culti¬ 
vated spots. Here and there were basins among 
the hills, the red soil dropped all over with fig 
and olive trees, or full of corn; and tho upland 
tracks winding among slopes all strewn with cis- 
tus, iris, cyclamen, and .anemones, and bristling 
with tall flowering hollyhocks. On we went, past 
deep old wells yawning in the hollows, or stone 
oisterns where the cattle were crowding to drink; 
past a few camels here and there, browsing in the 
dells; past groups of Arabs with their asses, car¬ 
rying corn to tho oity; past stono villages crown¬ 
ing the steeps, till, at 6 P. M., we encamped be¬ 
side a beautiful old pool. We were under the 
shelter of a rock, whose moist crevices were fring¬ 
ed with delicate ferns. While dinner was pre¬ 
paring, I went back on our road—tho narrow, 
stony road which wound round the verdant prom¬ 
ontory opposite to our rock—to find a honeysuckle 
which 1 had seen climbing and blossoming to a 
groat height; and I brought back a charming 
handful of flowers. 

While we were at dinner iij the tent, a sound 
of scuffling was heard outside; and when our 
dragoman next entered, ho was out of breath. 
We afterwards heard the whole story, and were 
amused to find how zealous our Mohammedan 
servants could be in the oauso of Christians. Some 
Arabs, with their loaded mules, had come with 
the intention of encamping beside the pool; and 
on finding the ground partly occupied, though 
there was plenty of room left, they became abu¬ 
sive, and wondered aloud what business these 
cursed Christians had in their country. Our 
dragoman resented this, and threw the speaker 
down over the tent-ropes. There was then a stout 
souffle, and our cook coming to help, and the 
Arabs felling one upon another over the tent-pegs 
in the dark, they had the worst of it, and went off 
vowing vengeance. We heard no more of them, 
however. 

The next morning we saw the Mediterranean, 
like a basin of deep blue water between two hills. 
We were not going towards it, howover, but to 
Nablons, the ancient Sychar, where lies that Ja¬ 
cob’s Well at which the woman of Samaria was 

out to draw water. 

Our road lay through a most fertile valley, now 
called Hawarrah, where the crops were splendid 
for miles, and the villages were thickly planted 
on the hills. The ground rose in a series of table 
lands, of which there was a succession of three, 
when we were leaving the rich Hawarrah valley. 
The roads in this part of the Holy Land were 
mero lanes, full of stones, between walls, or tracks 
through olive grounds and meadows, or paths 
running along shelves of the rocks, with a bit 
of rocky staircase at each end, about ascending 
or descending which our good horses made no dif¬ 
ficulty. 

Before entering the valley where old Syohai 
lay between the mountains Ebal and Gerizim, we 
came to the fine, fertile parcel of ground which 
Jacob bought. The valley opens out into this 
wide basin; and near the junction of the valley 
and the basin ia the old well which is the sup¬ 
posed scene of tho conversation of Jesus with the 
Samaritan woman. Some of our party wound 
round tho base of the hill to the well; and some 
(and I for one) rode by the upper path, over the 
shoulder of the hill, and camo down on the other 
side. I had thus a fine view of the whole locali¬ 
ty • of the valley where the city lies—a narrow 


“ Look hero, old woman; none of your n< 
sense; hand me that dollar.” 

“I shan’t do no such a thing! I shan’t do 
such a thing! You ’vited me to take, a ride, and 
I rid; and now 1 know it was all to cheat me out 
of a dollar.” 

“ See here, you Old devil, if you don’t pay me 
that dollar, I’ll put you in the hands of a consta¬ 
ble for swindling.” 

“Now, the mercy upon me; where am I to get 
a dollar from?” 

Words now grew so high between the bellige¬ 
rent parties, that the noise drew Mrs. Middleton 
to the door; and great was her perplexity when 
she understood the cause of dispute—for poor 
Sybil was penniless. Telling Katy that, she was 
in the wrong, and explaining to the huckman 
Katy’s mistake, and promising to pay him the 
next day, Sybil separated the combatants, and, 
receiving her letter, she retired to read it. She 
opened it eagerly. There was no enclosure; and 
merely remarking that little Hubert would go 
without his flannel some time longer, she began 
to read. Her cheek grew pale and paler as she 
read, the letter dropped from her hand, and she 
sat as one stricken with epilepsy. Presently, the 
blood rushed back in torrents to her face, and, 
clasping her hands to her throbbing temples, she 
started up and paced the floor With irregular 
steps, exclaiming— 

“Oh! the fiend! the fiend!—yet not the fiend, 
either, for there is something large about the 


r-fil’ley, rich with fig and olive groves, and o 
hung by the rocky bases of Ebal and Gerizim 
where the square blaok entrances of tombs dotted 
the strata of the rocks. From this height, Jacob’s 
land looked a beautiful expanse. Tbe well is t 
mere rough heap of stones, with a holo in the mid 
die, nearly olosed up. What there is belov 
ground, I cannot say ; but this is all that is to In 
seen on the surface. It is not a well likoiy to bi 
in use now, for there are many springs and shal 
low cisterns (though no well) between this am 
the town, which lies about a mile and a half off. 

Everybody knows that the Jews had no friendlj 
dealings with the Samaritans in the time of Jesus 
The quarrel had then lasted above five hundrec 
years. How many suns had gone down upon theii 
wrath! The Samaritans had wished to assist tin 
Jews in rebuilding the temple of Jerusalem: bu: 
the Jews hated them as a mixed race, and woulc 
not admit that they had any right to share in tern 
pie worship, or any other Jewish privileges. I 
really was a most serious objection to the Samari 
tans, that they were of a mixed race; not onl; 
because the Jews believed that they held th 
promises on the very ground of the purity o 
their race; but because the intermarriages of th 
former Samaritan Israelites with Assyrians am 
othors disposed them to idolatry, or at loast to 
worship as mixed as their race. So the Samari 
tans were excluded from the rebuilding of th 
temple, above five hundred years B. C. And no 
being permitted to help, they did all they could t 
hinder. About one hundred years after, theyol 
tamed leave from the Persian Court (to wliic 
both the Jews and they were subject) to build 
second temple to Jehovah ; and they built it o 
Mount Gerizim. This was a shocking impiety i 
the sight of the Jews ; and it was the occasion < 
a number of lax-minded Jews, who had broken th 
law, by marrying heathen wives, or otherwise, an 
who yet wished to worship Jehovah in his tempi 
resorting to Sychar, to join the Samaritans, an 
render their race yet more mixed. This was tl 
quarrel which the woman of Samaria referred i 
■when she spoke of the question, whether “ me 
ought to worship in this mountain or in J crus 
lem! ” and thus is explained her wonder that J 
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bus, being a Jew, should ask water of her, who 
was a Samaritan. There was also a quarrel about 
their scriptures; the Jews insisting, to this day, 
that the Samaritans had altered two or three 
texts, relating to these two mountains, Ebal and 
Gerizim, in their own saored copy of the books of 
Moses; the Samaritans insisting, of oourse, that 
theirs was the true oopy. 

From my early youth, I had always taken » 
strong interest in this old quarrel, feeling sym¬ 
pathy with both parties, and a keen delight in the 
wise and soothing words of Jesus concerning k 
What a truth it was for both parties to hear, th 
God was now to be, worshipped everywhere ; and 
that all places wero henceforth to be as sacred as 
the Jerusalem temple, or the mountain at Sychar! 
And what a lesson in liberality it was to the Jews, 
when he gave honor to the Samaritan in the para¬ 
ble, on account of his good works, above the sacred 
priest and the servant of tho temple at Jerusalcm. 
Both parties were, of course, wrong in their fierce 
anger; but each had much to plead on his own 
side. The Jews wero bound to keep their 
and worship puro; and hold, as an essential mat¬ 
ter of faith, that Jehovah would have but one 
dwelling plaoo; which was their view of their tem¬ 
ple. And the Samaritans were surely right in 
persisting in their endeavor to worship J ehovah, 
in accordance with the laws of Moses, as they did 
not believe in strange gods ; and, if the Jews could 
not admit them to worship in the temple at Jeru¬ 
salem, they could not be blamed for building one 
for themselves. 

Such was always my view of the matter; and, 
such being my view, it was with indescribable in¬ 
terest that I looked this day upon Mount Gerizim, 
and remembered that somewhere in the city we 
were approaohing was treasured that sacred copy 
of the Samaritan Pentntouch, (Books of Moses,) 
which the possessors believe to be the true one, 
and to be 3,500 years old. The most learned men 
among the Christians do not believe it to be near¬ 
ly so old as that; but they have a high opinion of 
its value, and would follow it sooner than any 
other, I believe, exoopting instances where the 
disputed texts about Ebal and Gerizim arc con¬ 
cerned. 

The present inhabitants of the city hate the 
Christians as heartily as the old inhabitants used 
to hate the Jews. The present inhabitants are 
Mohammedans of a most bigoted character, and 
they would admit neither Jews nor Christians 
within their gates, till within a few years ; when 
the Government of the country (then Egyptian) 
compelled them to better manners. They dared 
not refuse us admission; but they behaved with 
great insolcnoe. We had to ride from end to end 
of the city, our tents being pitched on a green on 
the other side. Our horses had to go as slowly as 
possible through the narrow street, which would 
not hold two abreast, and was paved with large 
Blippery stones. As we rode along, one behind 
another, at this funeral pace, all the people came 
out to stare, and many to mock. Three times 
tilings were thrown in my face; men and women 
laughed and sneered, and ohildren thrust out 
their tongues. I felt what a lesson this was to 
intolerance about matters of opinion. These peo¬ 
ple hold a faith which is very noble and beautiful. 
Few of us know how noble and beautiful is the 
Mohammedan faith. And there is no need to say 
what their visitors thought of the Christian faith, 
as they hold it; and yet, what a scene of hatred 
and misunderstanding was here! And thus 
but too often, in the streets of other cities, where 
men ought to know better than to despise each 
other for worshipping the same God in a different 
manner, in tho streets of other oities, men take 
upon themselves to pity and despise one another, 
with no better knowledge, in reality, of one anoth¬ 
er's views and feelings, than those Mohammedans 
had of ours, or we of theirs. 

At last, we were through! and glad I was to 
issue from tho gate at tho farther end. But a sad 
sight awaited us there. A company of lepers 
were under the trees, crying out to us for charity, 
and stretching out their maimed hands. It is a 
terrible sight, which we see too often in that ooun- 
try. It saddened us at Jerusalem, almost every 
day. 

Our tents were pitched on a weedy plot of 
ground, among gardens, orchards, and rippling 
streams, and looking up to Ebal on the one side, 
and Gerizim on the other. Ebal is still the stern- 
or-looking mountain of the two; but Gerizim has 
lost much of its fertility. Both have tombs and 
votive buildings on them, which show them to 
have been places of pilgrimage. 

After dinner, we ascended a height, past tho 
Mohammedan cemetery, whence we had a fine 
view, in the last sunlight, of this most beautiful 
city. It was once the capital of Samaria; and it 
is still, and must ever be, from its situation, a 
very striking place. It completely fills the valley, 
from side to side, and ascends a little way up the 
skirts of Gerizim. Its houses, with their flat, white 
roofs, are hedged in by the groves which surround 
the town; vines spread from roof to roof, and from 
court to court; two or three palms spring up in 
the midst, and higher aloft still, a graoelul mina¬ 
ret here and there. 

Then, to my delight, we descended to seek the 
Samaritan synagogue. We were guided to it, and 
I Baw. nearly all the Samaritans of the place: 
good-looking people, the men wearing the high, 
helmet-like turban which we see in the portraits 
of Josephus and other old Jews. They said their 
number was sixty in this place, and about forty 
more elsewhere , only a hundred in the whole 
world. They declared their chief priest and the 
rest of their sect to-be at Genoa. They keep three 
great feasts in the year, going up Gerizim as the 
Jews used to go up to the Temple. 

The synagogue was a small, ordinary-looking 
chapel, within a curtained recess of which is kept 
the olu oopy of the Pentateuoh. It. was shown to 
us, after some entreaty on our part; but 1 found 
it was impossible that I could be allowed to 
touch it. 

I felt it a great event to have seen it. It is writ¬ 
ten on a sort of vellum, in the Samaritan text, 
clear, small, and even. The vellum is tattered; 
but it is well mounted on parchment. The priest 
himself dares not touch the MS. without careful 
purification; and he holds it by tho ends of the 
rollers on which it is fixed as a soroll, like the 
copies of the Jewish law in synagogues. 

W e were lighted through tho archways of the 
street, on our way home, and down the hill, by a 
single candle, which burned steadily in the still 
air. 

Our employment this evening was reading 
aloud the history of the Jewish and Samaritan 
controversy, and the fourth chapter of the Gospel 
of John. While we were thus reading in our 
tent; the jackal was in full cry on the slopes of 
Gerizim. 



The celebration of the watch night originated 
in the time of Wesley, by the miners of Kings- 
bridge, England, who were converted under his 
preaohing. Accustomed to spend the nights in 
rioting and mirth, they resolved to continue the 
annual celebration in a manner suited to the pu¬ 
rity and holiness of the faith they had professed. 
It was commenced at sunset on the 31st of De¬ 
cember, and continued, with alternate prayer and 
praise, until the morning of the new year. 

Watch, brethren! watch and pray! 

In our days of guilt and crime, 

We watch’d from the sun’s departing ray 
Till the morning’s golden prime; 

And our tones of mirth rang wild and free, 
O’er shadowy glen and moonlight lea. 

Wu watch’d, but dlil not pray; 

Our songs were not of praise ; 

For the iron chain of sin was strong, 

In those dark and fearful days. 

And deep the twining fetters bind 
The bounding heart and soaring mind. 
Watch, brethren! watch and pray! 

For the solemn hour draws nigh, 

When the parting Year her dirge shall sing, 
And fold her faint and weary wing, 

And lay her down to die. 

Kneel on the greensward now, and pray, 
While the lingering moments pass away. 
Now, let our voices rise, 

With higher, holier power; 

And pierce the vaulted arch of heaven, 

In the solemn midnight hour! 

The grateful hymn of joy and praise, 

To God, our Saviour, now we raise, 

Watch, brethren, watch and praise, 

Till the morning dawn shall spring; 

For the new-born Year hath come, 

On strong and powerful wing! 

Watch, oh! loved brethren, watch and pray, 
Till the Year of Life shall pass away! 
Derby, Conn., December S\, 1847. 


A HAPPY ALLUSION. 

From the Boston Whig. 

At the meeting at the Trcmont Temple, the 
other night, a passage of Mr. Sumner’s beautiful 
speech, in connection with Mr. Gurney's vote on 
the license law, was felt to have a wider applica¬ 
tion. It was somewhat like this: 

“ I honor any man— anywhere —who, in the con¬ 
scientious discharge of what he believes to be Ms 
duty, dares to stand alone. [Applause.] The world, 
with ignorant and intolerant judgment, may con¬ 
demn ; the countenances of companions may ho 
averted; the hearts of friends may grow cold; but 
the consciousness of duty done shall be Bweeter 
than the applause*Of the world, than the counte¬ 
nance of companion, or the heart of frien3. [Great 
applause.”] 
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The Letter of J. W. P.. of Albany, reached us at 
too late a period for insertion in our last number, 
and it is now out of date. 

The Letter of “ Gold Pen," dated Philadelphia, 
Deoember 27th, was reoeived after another letter 
from Philadelphia was in type. 

Correspondents must give way again. Next week 
we shall have more room. It is with regret that 
we again lay over Mr. Fee’s letter, and the very 
interesting letter of our Baltimore correspondent. 
The principal portion of it we intend to insert on 
the outside of next week’s Era, and thus make 
sure of it. 

Poetry. —We have on hand some of the riohest 
kind. 

THE WEEK. 

Another week has passed, as usual; the topic 
of debate in tho Senate being the Ten Regiment 
Bill, and in the House, the reference of the Presi¬ 
dent’s message. 

The Whigs of the Senate seem disposed to make 
a stand on the Ten Regiment Bill, and say all 
they think of the war, its causes, and objeots. The 
debate has taken a wide range, but Southern 
Whigs have dwelt particularly on the tendency 
to the annexation of the whole of Mexico. The 
prospect of this fills them with dread. Its bear¬ 
ings upon the interests of slavery arc traced out 
with great foresight, and the most vehement up. 
peals are made to the peculiar prejudices of South- 

The policy of the annexation of the whole of 
Mexico is regarded as a most formidable Anti- 
Slavery measure. One by one, the Whig members 
seem to be recovering spirit, and it is not improb¬ 
able that there may be so strong a vote against the 
bill in the Senate, on its final passage, as will em¬ 
bolden the Whig majority in the House to a pro¬ 
tracted and strenuous opposition. 

Several attempts have been made in the House 
to close the debate on the President’s message, 
but every moment’s delay is deemed by the Whigs 
so much gained. They assume, we suppose, that 
a prolonged discussion may arouse the publio 
mind to the dangers of the war polioy of the Chief 
Executive; they are willing to await the action 
of the Senate; and, possibly such intelligence may 
be reoeived from the seat of war as will encourage 
them to vote against the whole policy of raising 
additional forces. 

A question of privilege has sprung up between 
the House and the President, of which the reader 
will find both sides presented in our Congressional 
report. The subject was to come up for consider¬ 
ation last Tuesday, but no disposition is yet made 
of it. It may serve the purpose of speech-makers, 
but we cannot see what the House can do. The 
President has the right to withhold information, 
the diaolosure of which he deems incompatible 
with the publio interest. In the exercise of this 
right, he may be influenced by insufficient or sin¬ 
ister reasons, but how is this to be proved ? The 
evidence may exist alone in the documents whose 
publication he deems improper, and how can the 
House compel him to produce these ? 

The ordinary routine of business was greatly 
disturbed laBt Monday, by a resolution introduced 
by Mr. Giddings, containing statements which 
must arouse the indignation of every generous 
heart. We refer the reader to our report of pro¬ 
ceedings. It was a case that appealed directly to 
the humanity of Congress, but tho slaveholding 
members, assisted by a few Northern men with 
slaveholding principles, succeeded in stifling all 
inquiry by a very small majority. There were 
but seventeen members from the free States who 
voted to lay the resolution of inquiry upon the 
table, and these, we regret to say, were all Demo¬ 
crats, (exoept one, a Native, and another, a Whig,) 
as follows: 

Messrs. Hammond, F. Clark, and Williams, from 
Maine; Nicoll, Maclay, and EirdsaH, from New 
York; C. J. lngersoll, Brodhead, and Levin, (Na¬ 
tive,) from Pennsylvania; Miller, Richey, Ken- 
non, and Cummins, from Ohio; Fioklin, Rich- 
ardBon, and Turner, from Illinois.; and Eckerts, 
a Whig, from Pennsylvania. 

The report of proceedings shows that Mr. 
W iok, of Indiana, and Mr. Vinton, of Ohio, were 
in their plaoes when, or just before, the vote was 
taken, but neither voted. The friends of Mr. 
Vinton will probably be anxious to know why he 
manifested a desire to get rid of this important 
question by his motion (not in order) to go into 
Committee of the Whole. 

We cannot believe that all the Southern mem¬ 
bers regarded the outrage brought to their notice 
by the resolution with heartless indifference. Cer¬ 
tainly they cannot love inhumanity. But their 
settled policy is, to prevent the power of Congress 
from being exercised in any case whatsoever 
touching slavery, lest the system as existing in the 
States may suffer detriment. 

But what plea.can the seventeen Representatives 
from Maine, New York, Pennsyloania, Ohio, and 
Illinois, set up for their conduct on this question ? 
We can see nothing in their vote but evidence of 
reckless inhumanity. Even Mr. Sawyer, of Ohio— 
and we particularize this fact, because that gentle¬ 
man distinguished himself by his opposition to 
the Wilmot Proviso—voted against laying this 
resolution on the table. 

Meantime, we rejoice to learn that an injunc¬ 
tion haB been obtained, and the cruel act meditat¬ 
ed by the owner has thus been at least delayed. 

Sj' We learn that Messrs. Nes and Levin vot¬ 
ed against laying on the table at first; on the 
second motion, they reversed their votes,—and 
that Mr. Vinton, with Mr. Taylor, of Ohio, left 
their seats before the last vote,—and that Mr. 
Andrew Stewart, of Pennsylvania, who has been 
mentioned as a candidate for the Vioe Presidency 
on the same ticket with General Taylor, refused 
to vote yea or nay. It is well for the People to 
note these things. 

Easily Disposed of.— The Athens (Ga.) Ban¬ 
ner does not see anything in the incorporation of 
Mexico so terrible: 

‘‘The bugbear of incorporation with the rights 
of citizenship is easily avoided by putting the 

Meidaane uuilcr tile Indian policy. The New 
York Evening Post is right in regarding them as 
Indians—notMng but Indians. Whatever the 
quantity of the territory of such bad neighbors 
we should occupy may bo regulated by past expe¬ 
rience in our intercourse with the Aborigines— 
the Mexicans, like them, having their local laws 
and temporary abodes assigned, but sifting out by 
the law of caste, which will either exhale them or 
drive them to South America, as certainly as it 
has carried the Indians beyond the Mississippi.” 

“ Exhale ,” is a sentimental substitute for exter¬ 
minate. 

New York and Slavery. —Mr. Treadwell has 
introduced a bill in the Senate of New York, to 
prohibit any judgo of the State taking proceed¬ 
ings under the law of Congress for the reclama¬ 
tion of fugitive slaves, and providing that no other 
than United States officers shall arrest any suoh 
fugitive, under penalty of $500, and imprison¬ 
ment of 12 months. 

Wisconsin and Slavery. —On motion of Mr. 
King, of Milwaukie, tho Wisconsin Constitu¬ 
tional Convention has adopted the following res¬ 
olution by a decided vote : 

“ Resolved , That the Committee on General 
Provisions be instructed to inquire into the expe¬ 
diency of incorporating into the Bill of Rights 
an article prohibiting all magistrates or other offi¬ 
cers, holding office by virtue of any law of this 
State, from issuing any process, or rendering any 
offidlal assistance for the arrest or imprisonment of 
any person claimed as a fugitive from slavery.” 

The Alexandria (Va.) Gazette and the 
Charleston (South Carolina) Evening News, 
two valued exchanges, have lately appeared in 
larger form, and new and handsome type. Though 
Southern in their principles, they are quite lib¬ 
eral in their bearing towards other sections of the 
Union. 


A SIMPLE QUESTION PERPLEXED. 

Not more anxious were the alchemists to dis¬ 
cover some process to transmute base metal into 
gold, than are the politicians of our day to find 
a process to transmute gold into base metal—to 
convert all Constitution and Law into ministers 
of slavery. With the statesmen of the South 
the great object is, to make the Constitution the 
bulwark of the system, and Law its sentinel; 
while the honorable vocation of those at the 
North is to persuade the People that the Constitu¬ 
tion is impotent, and Law a nullity, whenever that 
system is to be dealt with. What with the flexi¬ 
ble policy of the one class, and the overbearing 
usurpation of the other, the Government of the 
“ Model Republic” is in danger of becoming ut¬ 
terly prostituted, as the tool of Despotism. Prin¬ 
ciples are affirmed, knd their consequences then 
denied; constitutional constructions are adopted, 
and then forsworn; precedents quoted at one 
time are trampled upon at another; judicial de¬ 
cisions are received with acclamations, and then 
repudiated; flat contradictions and puerile ab¬ 
surdities are gravely contended for; men eat their 
own words, and the Truth is attempted to be lied 
down by the mere importunity of Falsehood—all 
for the purpose of clearing the way for the en¬ 
largement of the area of human slavery. A Ba¬ 
bel of voices and clashing personal interests 
threaten to confound all reason and conscience. 

The simple proposition is, that the Government 
of the United States has sovereignty over the 
Territories of the United States. This is an in¬ 
telligible, obviously reasonable proposition. If 
this cannot be affirmed of the Government, nothing 
can bo affirmed of it. The power to acquire ter¬ 
ritory under the Constitution cannot, we pre¬ 
sume, be demonstrated; but it has been exercised 
so often, without arraignment by the People, that 
it is idle to question its existenoe. This being 
conceded, the power to control, and dispose of, ter- 
tory acquired, is a necessary incident—absolutely 
necessary to the effectuation of the power to ac¬ 
quire. For, what were this power, did territory 
become independent of the Government on the 
moment of its acquisition ? Its inhabitants might 
alienate it instantly, or establish institutions di¬ 
rectly at variance with the interests of the Union- 
Were there no grant of authority in the Consti¬ 
tution, express or implied, still, if you claim for 
the Government the right to acquire territory, it 
must have the right to dispose of, and control it. 

But is there no limitation of this right I Is it 
despotic power you claim for Congress? Cer¬ 
tainly not: the right is limited and controlled, 
first, by the restrictions which belong to all legis¬ 
lative power, even where there is no written Con¬ 
stitution ; and, secondly, by the Federal Constitu¬ 
tion, the sole charter of the powers of the Fede¬ 
ral Government. Were there no written Consti¬ 
tution, the Government would violate the rights 
of the governed, should it abridge the liberty of 
njiooob or tho p rooo, or-tho rtgiits or conscience, 
or should it inflict cruel punishments, or oppres¬ 
sive taxation. The great personal rights guar¬ 
antied by human constitutions are antecedent to 
all human laws and constitutions, being an inte¬ 
gral part of man’s nature. But, beside this safe¬ 
guard, the Federal Constitution is the measure 
of Federal powers. The Government oan act 
only where empowered, and under the restrictions 
imposed by this Constitution. 

These are the sole limitations of the power of 
Congress over the Territories, and these furnish 
a sufficient safeguard against the oppression of 
their inhabitants. The whole subject, then, of 
the government of territory is under the con¬ 
trol of Congress. It may provide its funda¬ 
mental law: it may appoint a Governor and Legis¬ 
lative Council; it may authorize the election of 
a Legislature by the People. In other words, it 
may exercise power directly, or indirectly and me¬ 
diately, through a subordinate Government with 
derivative powers. Need we say that this view 
of the relations sustained by the Territory of the 
United States is in harmony with the entire 
course of the Government, both under the Con¬ 
federation and the Constitution 1 The Congress 
of the Confederation, limited os were its powers, 
established tho fundamental law for the whole of 
tho territory then under its jurisdiction. No 
statesman at that time pretended to question its 
authority in this act. Congress under the Consti¬ 
tution, too, has, uniformly, without any excep¬ 
tion, exercised the same right over United States 
territory, whether ceded by the States, or pur¬ 
chased from foreign nations. Is there an intelligent 
mind who imagines that any different views would 
be taken of the power of Congress, at this day, 
had the question of slavery never been raised ? 
What evil has followed the exercise of the powers 
claimed for that body, that a series of precedents, 
uninterrupted for more than half a century, 
should be trampled upon, and a doctrine be 
adopted at this late period, unknown to all the 
great statesmen of the country ? Have the peo¬ 
ple of our Territories complained of rights out¬ 
raged, of interests neglected ? Has not the Gov¬ 
ernment always marked its policy towards them 
by a paternal providence, steadily directed with a 
view to prepare them for organization and admis¬ 
sion as States ? 

But what is this new doctrine? That Con¬ 
gress, though conceded to possess the power to 
acquire territory, has no further power over it 
than to dispose of its mere land —that the people 
thereof, be they many or few, foreigners or na¬ 
tives, have the sole right of legislation over 
themselves. This is the doctrine of Mr. Cass. It 
follows, from this, that the same people have the 
right to institute their own courts, which shall 
administer their laws, and to elect their own offi¬ 
cers to execute these laws; that the deoisions 
of the courts shall be without appeal, and the 
acts of the officers without responsibility save to 
the residents of the Territory. 

Where does Mr. Cass discover this new doc- 
I trine f In the Constitution ? No! In the his¬ 
tory of the past ? Precedent is all against him. 
In authority ? All authorities are against him. 
In reason? That cannot be reasonable which, 
while pretending to subordinate one power to an¬ 
other, makes it independent of it. 

Much'more easily can we explain why this doc¬ 
trine is announced, than how it is maintained 
Recognise the right of Congress to exercise juris¬ 
diction over the Territories, at its discretion, 
limited only by the ordinary restrictions on legis¬ 
lative power and by the limitations of the Con¬ 
stitution, and its duty to exercise such jurisdic¬ 
tion naturally follows. But the question imme¬ 
diately arises, Shall this jurisdiction be so exer¬ 
cised as to prevent the extension of slavery into 
new territory ? The circumstances and senti¬ 
ments of the country invest this question with 
an overwhelming interest. Politicians are called 
upon to meet it, and take their ground openly, 
and the opinions of Presidential aspirants in rela¬ 
tion to it, are deemed of peculiar importance. But, 
unfortunately for these gentlemen, the country is 
divided in sentiment, and their own parties are 
discordant. To commit themselves, in their appre¬ 
hension is political death. What shall they do ? 
Is there no way to get round the question? No 
mode by which contradictions can be harmonized, 
opposites united ? Silence will ruin them. Or¬ 
dinary evasions, ingenious circumlocutions, will 
avail naught. Something they must say, some 
ground they must take Oh! the misery of serv¬ 
ing two masters ! But, hope dawns. “ Eureka ! 
Eureka!" shouts one of them. The Government 
has nothing to do with Territories, except the 
mere soil; the inhabitants alone have power to 
legislate for their internal concerns. This is Re¬ 
publican ; this is Democratic; this appeals to our 
innate love of self-government; away with your 
Wilmot Provisoes; away with your sectional 
questions; politics are safe once more; the South 
must say yea, and the North, amen! and both to¬ 
gether will surely show their high sense of my 
statesmanship, by placing me in the Presidential 

But the philosopher’s stone has never been dis¬ 
covered ; gold and dross are not convertible terms 
or things. It is just as true now, as ever, that it 
is impossible for a thing to be and not to be, at 
the same time. Prominent political friends of 


Mr. Cass at the fforth deride his wonderful dis¬ 
covery in politic:; and the orthodoxy of the 
South eschews it Let ns hear the Charleston 
Mercury, the expoient of the Southern doctrines: 

“ The propositbn is, that to the inhabitants of 
the Territory, nd when they shall constitute a 
State, but whilst h the condition of a Territory, 
shall be submitted the question whether slavery 
shall exist within its limits. Slavery does not now 
exist in any department of Mexico, and has not 
existed for several years. The inhabitants of 
the portion which is likely to become the terri¬ 
tory of the United States are known to be averse 
to this institution. Those inhabitants are Indians, 
Negroes, and Spaniards of impure blood. 

“To such a population, thus constituted and 
thus prejudiced, it is proposed shall be submitted 
a polity which they have discarded—to them 
shall be submitted the safety of the Southern 
States. It will be seen that the resolutions of 
Mr. Dickinson, and the letter of General Cass, 
deny to Congress the power to prohibit slavery in 
such territory, but affirm that the power exists, 
as an incident to sovereignly, in the inhabitants 
of a Territory during its Territorial condition. 
The following is the language of General Cass.” 

A passage is quoted from the letter of General 
Cass, in which the right of the inhabitants of a 
Territory to legislate for themselves, is boldly 
asserted; upon which the Mercs r; comments as 
follows: 

“He has no just conception Of sovereignty, of 
government, or of national law. who does not 
know that a Territory has not the right of self- 
government, and is not a sovereignty. It has 
only such rights as are confirmed by the-Govern¬ 
ment to which it belongs. The inhabitants of a 
Territory are in the condition of a conquered 
people—are not citizens of the United States, 
and can become Buck, only by the admission of a 
Territory into the Union as a State. Neither 
the Constitution nor laws of the United States 
apply te a Territory, until they are extended to 
it by act of Congress. The Territories are the 
common property of the States of the Union, in 
their character of Confederate States—the reward 
of their common valor, or the acquisition of their 
common treasure. Congress, as the trustee of all 
the States, has jurisdiction over it for the common 
benefit of them all, and it is conceded cannot per¬ 
petrate the injustice and wrong of excluding from 
them the eitizens or property of any one of the 
joint owners. Yet General Cass asserts tor the 
inhabitants of a Territory, consisting of Indians, 
Negroes, and Spaniards of mixed blood, a power 
which he denies to all the States, through their 
common trustee, Congress, to exclude fourteen 
States of this Confederacy from participating in 
the advantages and benefits of such territory, even 
with its own motley and nongrel inhabitants. 

“ Monstrous as is this proposition, there is rea¬ 
son to fear that it has been adopted, inconside¬ 
rately, it, is hoped, by a number of Southern 
members of Congress. The Sdnth should look 
with sleepless vigilance :o its rights, and see that 
they are not sacrificed to party and to President¬ 
making.” 

Alas for the General! He may borrow the 
language of another distinguished statesman, who 
has also had his share of tribulation, and exclaim, 
“ -\Vhere, then, shall I go ?” 

The position of the slaveholding class is boldly 
, token. The Territories are the common proper¬ 
ty of the Union in their character of Confede¬ 
rate States—that is, the property of the United 
States; for the States sustain but two characters, 
that of States, eaoh independent and sovereign 
for certain purposes, and that of States, united. 
Territories belong to them, not in their former 
character, but latter. So far we agree with the 
Charleston Mercury. It deolares, further, that a 
Territory has not the right of self-government, 
is not a sovereignty; has only suoh rights as are 
confirmed by the Government to which it belongs. 
We are happy to agree with it, always except¬ 
ing the right of revolution. It asserts again that 
Congress, as the trustee of all the States, has ju¬ 
risdiction over the Territory for the common 
benefit of them all. That is true; and we axe 
disposed also to admit that it oannot, without in¬ 
justice, exclude from it the citizens of any of the 
States. Certainly, we cannot now conceive any 
case in which such exclusion would be just. The 
point on which we totally differ from the Mercury, 
will be brought up presently. 

Now, we would call the attention of General 
Cass to the painful fact, that while he has 
separated himself from Anti-Slavery Democrats, 
he has failed to meet the demands of Pro- 
Slavery men. He denies the right of Congress 
to legislate on the internal concerns of a Ter¬ 
ritory. The real Pro-Slavery men assert this 
right. He claims fir the People of the Terri¬ 
tory the right of suet legislation. They deny it. 
In claiming this right for them, he implies neces¬ 
sarily that they may, if they will, exclude sla¬ 
very ; a dootrine which the Pro-Slavery men rep¬ 
robate as a monstrous invasion of their rights- 
Now, let us ask him, and every other statesman 
disposed to beat round this great question of sla¬ 
very-extension, what has been gained by all your 
labors in frittering away the powers of Congress j 
and diverting the public mind from the real issue 
presented by the Soith ? After all, the question 
must be met. The time for compromise, evasion, 
or even postponement, is gone by. 

We now bring up the point on which we differ 
from the Mercury and the section it represents ■ 
and this point is the great issue before the coun¬ 
try. The Governmtnt of the United States has 
sovereignty over its Territories. Here we are 
agreed. Can Slavery be legalized in Territories 
under this sovereignty ? Here we differ. The 
slaveholders say it can be, and ought to be. The 
Anti-Slavery men say it cannot be, and ought not 
to be. Although we have often discussed this 
question, we shall continue to do so; but for the 
present we defer further remarks of our own, and 
_ call attention to the article below. 

A CONDENSED ARGUMENT ON THE QUES¬ 
TION, “ HAS CONGRESS POWER TO INSTI¬ 
TUTE SLAVERY?” 

We noticed in the National Intelligencer of De¬ 
oember 22d, the most condenied argument we 
have yet seen, on the question, “ Has Congress 
Power to Institute Slavery ?” The editor of that 
paper states that the article emulates from high 
authority ; and we have reason to believe that it 
has attracted much attention. The positions it 
takes have a most decided beariig upon the ques¬ 
tion of slavery-extension, now agitating the coun¬ 
try. 

“HAS CONGRESS POWER TO IISTITUTE SLA¬ 
VERY? 

“ The first article of tho Constitution declares 
1 that all legislative powers herein granted shall 
be vested in a Congress of the United States,’ 
&e. This limits the legislative action of Congress 
to the subsequently enumerated'powers. 

“ In the eighth section of the first article of the 
Constitution it is declared that Congress shall 
have power ‘ to exercise .exclusive legislation, in 
all cases whatsoever, over st-.h district, not 
exceeding ten miles square, as may by cession of 
particular States, and the acceptance of Congress, 
become the seat of the Government of the United 
States, and to exercise like aujhority over all 
places purchased, by the consent of the Legisla¬ 
ture of the State in which the sane shall be, for 
the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock 
yards, and other needful building?” 

“Under this provision, the cessitn of the District 
of Columbia was made, within which territory 
slavery had been long sanctioned, so that the pow¬ 
er of Congress to institute it within the District 
did not arise; and no one, it is supposed, would 
contend that within the cession of a non-slave¬ 
holding State, for forts, &o., Congress could es¬ 
tablish slavery. 

“ In no part of the Constitution are slaves nam¬ 
ed or referred to as property: they are designated 
as persons. In the second section of the first ar¬ 
ticle, which apportions representatives and direct 
taxes, the words ‘ three-fifths of all other persons’ 
include slaves... They are referred to in the ninth 
section of the same article, which declares that 
‘the migration or Importation of such persons as 
any of the States now existing shall think proper 
to admit shall not bo prohibited by the Congress 
prior to the year eighteen hundred and eight,’ and 
also in the second section of the fourth article, in 
relation to fugitives from labor. In no other 
part of the Constitution is there any reference to 
slaves. 

“In the third section of the fourth article it is 
declared ‘ that Congress shall have power to dis¬ 
pose of and make all needful rules and regulations; 
respecting the territory or other property belong¬ 
ing to the United States.’ The power here given 
is limited to the regulation of the property of the 
Government, and may be exercised as well within 
a State as a Territory. It gives no express power 
to institute a Territorial Government, or to. adopt 
regulations beyond the specific objects of the 
grant. Congress are authorized ‘to dispose of’ 
the territory (land) or other property. Political 


power is not, it would seem, within the grant. This 
is considered too clear to be controverted. 

“ There is no specific power given to Congress, 
in the Constitution, which authorizes the estab¬ 
lishment of a Territorial Government, except that 
whioh relates to the District of Columbia 

“ Tho ordiuance ‘ for the government of the 
territory of the United States northwest of the 
river Ohio,’ was approved 7th August, 1787, whioh 
was before the formation of the Constitution of 
the United States. That ordinance provided for 
the first and secoqd grades of Territorial Govern¬ 
ment, which extended over the territory that in¬ 
cludes the present States of Ohio, Indiana, Illi¬ 
nois, and Miohigan. Separate Territorial Gov¬ 
ernments were formed under the ordinance, ns the 
progress of population required. This provided 
for the government of all the territory ceded to 
the Union at the adoption of the Constitution; 
and this fact may have been supposed to render 
any provision on the subjeot in the Constitution 
unnecessary. On the 7th August, 1789, tiff ordi¬ 
nance was modified by an act of Congress, so as 
to adapt it to the Constitution. 

“ On the 25th February, 1790, North Carolina 
ceded to the Union territory whioh now consti¬ 
tutes the State of Tennessee, which was accepted 
by act of Congress on the 2d of April ensuing. 
In the act of cession, among other provisions, it 
was stipulated ‘that no regulation made or to”be. 
made by Congress shall tend to emancipate slaves;’ 
and, on the 26th of May, 1790, by the act of Con¬ 
gress, the ordinance of 1787, with certain excep¬ 
tions in tho act of cession, was adopted ‘ for the 
government of the territory of the United States 
south of the river Ohio.’ 

“ The first annexation of foreign territory to 
the United States was Louisiana, within which 
slavery existed under the French and Spanish 
Governments. Florida, Which was subsequently 
annexed, was also a slave territory. Texas was 
a slave State. 

“ If any part of Mexican territory shall be an¬ 
nexed, as slavery is not sanctioned in Mexico, it 
must come into the Union as free territory; and 
the important question arises, whether Congress 
have power to make it slave territory. 

“Wo question is better settled in this country, 
than that slavery exists in a State by virtue of 
the local law; that the power over the subject is 
exclusively vested in the State; and that Congress, 
except as to the recapture of slaves, can exeroiso 
no power over it. 

“ The relation of master and slave is depend¬ 
ent upon the local law; and when the slave es¬ 
capes. by any means, to a State where such rela¬ 
tion does not exist, he is free, unless under a gen¬ 
eral jaw he may be reoaptured by the master. 
The Constitution, which authorizes the reclama¬ 
tion of fugitives from labor, is the law of the 
Union on this subject. There is no principle in 
the laws of nations nor in the common law, as be¬ 
tween sovereignties, whioh authorizes a recaption 
of a fugitive slave. These principles will not be 
disputed by any one who has examined the deci¬ 
sions of the Courts of the United States. 

“ Under the Articles of Confederation there 
was a provision for the return of fugitives from 
justice, but none in regard to absconding slaves. 
There was, therefore, no obligation on a free 
State, unless imposed by its own law, to deliver 
up a slave ; nor was there anj legal means through 
which the master could claim the fugitive. The 
inconvenience and collision which frequently 
arose from this state of things led to the above 
provision in the Constitution. 

“ The power to institute slavery belongs exclu¬ 
sively to the community in which it exists. In the 
language of Chief Justice Taney, in Groves vs. 
Slaughter, 15 Peters, 508, a State ‘ has a right to 
decide for itself whether it will or will not admit 
slaves to be brought within its limits from another 
State, either for sale or any other purpose; and 
also to prescribe the manner and mode in which 
they may be introduced, and to determine their 
condition and treatment; and thiB action oannot 
be controlled by Congress, either by virtue of its 
power to regulate commerce, or by virtue of any 
other power conferred by the Constitution of the 
United States.’ 

“ And in the case of Prigg vs. the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, 16 Peters, 611, the Supreme 
Court say : ‘ The state of slavery is deemed to 
be a mere municipal regulation, founded upon and 
limited to the range of the territorial laws;’ and 
‘ it is manifest from this consideration, that, if the 
Constitution had not contained the clause for re¬ 
caption, every non-slaveholding State in the 
Union would have been at liberty to have de¬ 
clared free all runaway slaves coming within its 
limits, and to have given, them entire immunity 
and protection against the claims of their mas¬ 
ters.’ 

“ The true construction of the Constitution is, 

I that implied powers can only be exercised in car¬ 
rying into effeot a specifio power. And this im¬ 
plication is limited to such measures as shall be 
appropriate to the object. This is an admitted 
and safe rule of construction. It is belie ved t o He 
the only one which has been sanctioned by states- 
i men and jurists. Powers exercised beyond this 
are not derived from the Constitution, but must 
depend upon an unlimited discretion. And this 
is despotism. 

!‘Now, there i3 no specifio power in the Consti¬ 
tution which authorizes the organization of a Ter¬ 
ritorial Government. Such a power was given 
in relation to the District of Columbia, and it 
was equally necessary in regard to other Terri¬ 
tories. But if this power be implied from the 
speoifio power given to regulate the disposition of 
the public lands, it must, under the above rule, be 
limited to means suitable to the end in view. If 
Congress go beyond this in the organization of a 
Territorial Government, they act without limita¬ 
tion, and may establish a monarchy. Admit that 
they may organize a Government which shall 
protect the lands purchased and provide for the 
administration of justice among the settlers, it 
does by no means follow that they may establish 
slavery. This is a relation which must be creat¬ 
ed by the local sovereignty. It is a municipal reg¬ 
ulation of limited extent, and, necessarily, of an 
equally limited origin. It is a domestic relation 
over which the Federal Government can exercise 
no control. And, above all, the institution of sla¬ 
very is not within any implication whioh can be 
drawn from the power to regulate and dispose of 
the public lands or other property of the United 
States. As before remarked, slaves are not treat¬ 
ed in the Constitution as property. They are 
made property by the local law. 

“ The Supreme Court of the United States have 
decided that, under the power to regulate com¬ 
merce among the States, Congress could not in¬ 
terfere with the slave trade between the States. 
And with how much greater propriety and force 
of argument could such a power be sustained, than 
the power to establish slavery in a Territory. In 
the latter, there is nothing from whioh the power 
can he implied, while the former is admitted to 
include all commercial dealings among the States. 
And it was upon the ground that in the Constitu¬ 
tion slaves were treated as persons, and not as prop¬ 
erty, that they were held not to come within the 
commercial power. If Congress, under any im¬ 
plied power, may institute slavery in a Territory 
i of the United States, on much stronger grounds 
may they exercise the commercial power over the 
transfer and sale of slaves among the States. 

“ In the Territories of Louisiana and Florida, 
Congress recognised, and. to a limited extent, 
regulated slavery. But, as' before remarked, sla¬ 
very existed in those Territories at the time they 
were ceded to the United States; and,, in the 
treaty of cession of Louisiana, the United States 
bound themselves to protect the property of the 
citizens. Slaves in that Territory were consider¬ 
ed as property, and were within the treaty. And 
it is singular that this fact in the Missouri con¬ 
troversy was not, I believe, relied upon by the 
South. It was the strongest position that could 
have been taken on that side of the question. 

“If free territory he admitted, and Congress 
have not power to institute slavery within it, the 
territory must remain free until the people shall 
form a State Government; then the question may 
arise, in the exercise of this sovereign power, 
whether slavery shall be admitted. 

“ Can the President and Senate by a treaty es¬ 
tablish slavery in the new .Territory ? Suoh a 
power is not found in the Constitution nor in the 
laws of nations.” 

It will be seen that the writer touches indirectly 
the question of Slavery in the Distriot of Colum¬ 
bia, and that of slave territory formerly acquired 
by the United States; chiefly for the purpose of 
discriminating between them, and the question 
presented by the contemplated acquisition of Mex¬ 
ican territory. Slavery had long existed in the 
District of Columbia, and in Louisiana, before 
their cession to the Union; but no slavery exists 
in any portion of Mexican territory. The ques¬ 
tion, whether Congress can institute slavery, did 
not arise in the former case, but it necessarily 
comes up at the present time. The writer 
does not state positively his opinien as to the 
constitutionality of the acts of Congress whioh 
continued slavery in the District of Columbia, and 
in Louisiana, although this is a very important 
point. For ourselves, we believe Congress can 
neither institute nor continue slavery, constitution¬ 
ally. 

The argument of the writer, by whieh he is 
conducted to the conclusion that Congress has no 
power to institute slavery, is not the one com¬ 
monly used — that whioh infers the absence of 
such power, from the want of a specifio grant to 
create slavery, and from the article in the Amend¬ 
ments, whioh forbids that any person shall be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law. The reader will peroeive that it 


is founded upon the denial of any specific grant of 
power to Congress, to establish a Territorial Gov¬ 
ernment. The sole grant of power whioh relates 
to the subjeot, empowers Congress simply to reg¬ 
ulate the property of the United States—“to 
make all needful rules and regulations respecting 
the territory or other property of the United 
States”—and this power may be exercised as well 
within a State as a Territory. The power to 
organize a Territorial Government is implied, 
not specifio; and must therefore be limited to 
those measures necessary to effectuate tho specific 
grant of power. Congress may, therefore, organ¬ 
ize a Government whioh shall protect the lands 
purohased, and provide for the administration of 
justice among the settlers, but, unless it be con¬ 
tended that neither of these acts can be accom¬ 
plished without tho institution of slavery, there is 
no constitutional mode for its introduction. It 
seems to us impossible that any strict construc¬ 
tionist can resist the foroo of this reasoning, unless 
by raising the plea that the slaveholder needs no 
law to maintain his property in his slaves, when 
he passes beyond the bounds of the local law of 
his State. But this is effeotually anticipated by 
the writer, who clearly shows that it is the settled 
dootrine of the Supremo Court of the United 
States, and of the country, that the relation of 
master and slave is dependent upon local law; 
and, when the slave escapes by any means to a 
State where such relation does not exist, he is 
free, unless under a general law he may be recap¬ 
tured by his master; but that there is no princi¬ 
ple in the law of nations, or in the common law, 
as between sovereignties, which authorizes such 
recapture. The conclusion arrived at by the 
writer is all-important: 

“ If free territory be admitted, and Congress have 
not power to institute slavery within it, the territory 
must remain free, until the People shall form a State 
Government ; then the question may arise, in the ex¬ 
ercise of this sovereign power, whether slavery shall 
be admitted .” 

Will the opponents of Slavery-Extension falter, 
when the Constitution is so clearly in their favor ? 
Even the Administration haB the grace to repel 
the charge of Slavery-Propagandism—its organ 
deems it libellous to accuse the General Govern¬ 
ment of the crime of seeking territory for slavery. 
But what are the facts ? Slavery, in our system, 
is a State institution, with which the General Gov¬ 
ernment has nothing to do—and yet, we acquire 
slave territory, and the General Government con¬ 
tinues it therein; we annex free territory, and 
the General Government, it is claimed, should in¬ 
troduce it in that. 

It is difficult to say which acts more criminally 
and disgracefully—the South, in making suoh a 
demand, or the North, in yielding to it. 

DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE ADMISSION 

OE SANTA ANNA, AND THE ENTRANCE OF 

PAREDES INTO MEXICO. 


The Union publishes the documents, relating to 
the entrance into Mexico of its two most famous 
generals, communicated to the House in reply to 
a resolution of that body. The resolution asked 
for “ any instructions whioh may have been given 
to any of the offioers or army of the United 
States or other persons, in relation to the return 
of President General Antonio Lopez de Santa 
Anna, or any other Mexican, to the Republic of 
Mexico, prior or subsequent to the order of the 
Secretary of War, issued in January, 1846, for 
he march of the army,” &o. The sole document 
communicated, in reply to so much of the resolu¬ 
tion as relates to Santa Anna, is the following, 
whieh, according to the statement of Mr. Secre¬ 
tary Mason, is the only paper in the Department 
whioh “comes within the purview of the reso¬ 
lution” on this point. 

[“ Private and Confidential.] 

!. Navy Department, May 

dore: If . Santa Anna e)__ 

the Mexican ports, you will allow him to 
pass freely. Respectfully, yours, 

“ George Bancroft. 

“ Commodore David Conner, 

“ Commanding Home Squadron!" 

Had the resolution asked for any correspond¬ 
ence in relation to IM return or Santa Anna 
whioh may have preceded this order, the House 
might have got something more satisfactory. 

Another portion of the documents relates to 
the return of a Mexioan boy to his parents, in a 
national vessel, in a way designed to awaken 
friendly feelings. 

But the greater portion of the documents re¬ 
lates to the return of Paredes,and the conduct of 
the captain of the British steamer. Under date 
of September 16th, Mr. Buchanan instructs Mr. 
Bancroft to present the conduct of Captain May 
to the British Government; and on the 8th of Oc¬ 
tober Mr. Bancroft addressed Lord Palmerston a 
note, in whioh he says: 


May, of the British steamer Teviot; who, 
mindful of his duty as a neutral, and using 
properly the extraordinary privileges which 
American Government has granted to British 
mail steamers ever since the commencement of 
the present war with Mexico, in the month of 
August last brought from Havana to Vera Cruz 
General Paredes, late President of Mexico, the 
author of the war of Mexico against the United 
States, and their avowed and embittered enomy. 

“ By the principles of British law, according 
to the opinion of Sir William Scott, (6 Robin¬ 
son’s Reports, 430,) Captain May has rendered 
the Teviot liable to confiscation; or, the Presi¬ 
dent of the United States might effectually pre¬ 
vent similar aid to the enemy, by withdrawing 
from these steamers the privilege of entering the 
port of Vera Cruz. But I am confident Her 
Majesty’s Government will render such steps un¬ 
necessary, by adopting efficient means to prevent, 
for the future, such violations of their neutrality. 

“ if Captain May, or any of his officers impli¬ 
cated in this serious charge, are offioers in the 
British service, 1 feel bound to ask for their dis¬ 
missal, or punishment in suoh other way as mn.y 
clearly manifest that the British Government has 
disapproved their conduct.” 

On the 12th Ootober, Lord Palmerston replied 
that he had referred the complaint to the proper 
department, and on the 16th November he sent 
the following 
“Fc 

“Sir: In a . _ 

stant, [ult.J complaining" of the conduct of Cap¬ 
tain May, of the British mail steamer Teviot, in 
having conveyed General Paredes from the Ha¬ 
vana to Vera Cruz, in the month of August last, 1 
have the honor to state to you that tho Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty having investi¬ 
gated the circumstances of this affair, Her Majes¬ 
ty’s Government have informed the ili rectors of 
the Royal Mail Stoam-packet Company, to whom 
the steamer Teviot belongs, that tho directors are 
bound to testify, in a marked manner, their disap¬ 
proval of Captain May’s conduct in having thus 
abused the indulgence afforded to the company’s 
vessels by the Government of the United States; 
and the directors of the company have accordingly 
stated to Her Majesty’s Government, that they 
will immediately suspend Captain May from his 
command; and that they publicly and distinetly 
condemn any act on the part of their offioers, 
whioh may be regarded as a breach of faith to¬ 
wards the Government of the United States, or 
as an infringement or invasion of the regulations 
established by the United States officers in those 
ports of Mexico whioh are occupied by the forcts 
of the United States. 

“ I have the honor to be, &o., 

“ Palmerston. 

“ George Bancroft," frc. 

The substance of the information in the rest of 
the documents on this subject, is already in pos¬ 
session of the publio. 


Gen. Soott has issued a proclamation announc¬ 
ing that the armies of the United States are about 
to spread over Mexioo, and to occupy it until the 
Government of the country sue for peace. 

Ho has also issued orders requiring the pay¬ 
ment to the United States of the taxes usually 
paid to the Mexican Government. Lotteries are 
also prohibited. 

The rumor that the Congress of Gueretarohad 
dissolved is confirmed. The new one was to as¬ 
semble during this month. 

It is stated in the North American that the 
President has ordered a court of inquiry to inves¬ 
tigate the charges preferred by Gen. Scott against 
Gen. Pillow and Col. Duncan, and also charges 
against Gen. Soott by Gen. Worth; and that the 
Charges against the latter by the commanding 


general have been dismissed by the President. 
The court is to assemble at Perote, at as early a 
day as possible, and to consist of Gen. Towson, 
Gen. Cushing, and Gen. Butler. 


THE “ AMENDE HONORABLE.” 

A Jong-abused and well-nigh obsolete instru¬ 
ment, known as the Constitution of the United 
States, provides that “ the oitizens of each State 
shall be entitled to all the privileges and immuni¬ 
ties of oitizens of the several States.” 

Some years before this instrument was framed, 
Massachusetts men, irrespective of color, were 
made citizens by virtue of the Bill of Rights and 
Constitution of the State. Blacks stood upon 
equal footing with the whites; voted at elections; 
and were eligible as candidates for all offices in 
the State, from Constable to Chief Magistrate. 
Of oourse, iu the constitutional provision above 
referred to, the oitizens of Massachusetts, black 
as well as white, were included, and entitled, 
wherever they went, to the rights and immunities 
common to all the eitizens of the United Stales. 

Notwithstanding all this, it is unhappily quite 
too notorious that, in several of the ports of the 
Southern States, (that of Charleston, South Car¬ 
olina, in particular,) colored citizens of Massa¬ 
chusetts, seamen and officers of Massachusetts 
vessels, arriving thither in pursuance of their 
lawful calling, are seized upon, dragged from their 
decks, and shut up in prison, until their vessels 
are ready for sea, when they are liberated only 
on condition of paying the costs of their imprison¬ 
ment. Failing of this, they are put upon the 
flesh-seller’s auction blook, and sold into perpet- 
| ual slavery. 

Of course, as her good and loyal citizens, Mas¬ 
sachusetts is bound to defend the rights of these 
men. A wrong done to one of them, is a wrong 
done to herself. Eaoh colored citizen who leaves 
her shores, hears with him the sovereignty of his 
State. The law of South Carolina, which tram¬ 
ples ruthlessly on his rights, trampleBalso on that 
sovereignty. When, with the cry upon his lips, 

“ I AM A CITIZEN OF MASSACHUSETTS,” the Boston 
or New Bedford seaman is dragged through the 
streets of Charleston to prison and the stand of 
the slave auction, the honor, the dignity, the glory 
of Massachusetts are dragged with him. ■ (n the 
eloquent words of another :* “ The deck of p 
Massachusetts vessel is Massachusetts territory. 
It should be as sacred as the temple of God. The 
poorest fishing-smaok, that floats under the shadow 
of an iceberg in the north seas, or hunts tho whale 
in the southern ocean, should be encompassed by 
her laws with comfort and protection, as much as 
within the arms of Cape Ann and Cape Cod. * * 
If suoh damnable outrages can be committed on 
the person of a citizen with impunity, let the Gov¬ 
ernor break the broad seal of the State; he bears 
the sword in vain. The Governor of Massachu¬ 
setts is a tritier; the State-house in Boston is a 
play-house; the General Court is a dishonored 
body, if they make laws whieh they cannot exe¬ 
cute. The great-hearted Puritans have left no 
posterity. The rich men may walk in State street, 
but they walk without honor; and the farmers 
may brag their Demooracy in the country, but 
they are disgraced men.” 

Massachusetts has, of oourse, remonstrated 
against these outrages, inflicted upon herself 
through her eolored sailors. In entering into the 
Federal compact, she gave up her right to avenge 
them by force, agreeing to submit any disputes 
that might arise between herself and her sister 
States to the arbitrament of the Supreme Court. 
Pursuant to this agreement, she sent an agent to 
present himself in the courts of South Carolina, 
for the purpose of having the matter decided by 
the competent judicial authority. Her attorney 
was driven from the State by a mob; a law was 
forthwith enacted, making it highly penal for any 
one to enter into the State of South Carolina 
upon a similar errand; and the kidnapping, im¬ 
prisonment, and sale of Massachusetts citizens 
has been ever since going on without let or hin- 
derance. 

But “ tbe whirligig of time brings about its re¬ 
venges.” Daniel Wobster, of Massachusetts, goes 
into South Carolina, and, carefully avoiding the 
jails and auction stands, where he might chance 
to meet with some of his own colored townsmen, 
eats a dinner at the expense of the contemners of 
the rights of his State, makes a speeoh, and hears 
speeches made at him. All goes off very pleas¬ 
antly: although the great Senator’s sable con¬ 
stituents can only look at the “distinguished 
guest” through the bars of their prison. The 
Boston newspapers chronicle the matter with 
much satisfaction; it was suoh an unexpected 

But, this is not all. -South Carolina, in her 
magnanimity, spreads another poultice for the 
wounded honor of Massachusetts. Another dis¬ 
tinguished gentleman of Boston is a candidate for 
the Speaker’s chair in the popular branoh of Con¬ 
gress. Like the great Senator, he has no fanati¬ 
cal notions about Northern rights. To secure 
his election, it is found necessary for one South 
Carolina delegate, not indeed to vote for him, but 
to decline voting against him. This is done; and 
the Northern man, vouched for as “perfectly 
safe in respect to Southern interests,” is elected 
Speaker. 

Now, then, all scores are wiped out. “ South 
Carolina has made the amende honorable to Massa¬ 
chusetts,” says the New York Tribune. The 
Boston Atlas, while abusing one of the Massachu¬ 
setts delegation who has proved to be after elec¬ 
tion just what he was represented to be before it, 
compliments at his expense the magnanimity of 
. the South Carolina non-voter. A white Massa¬ 
chusetts citizen is Speaker by the grace of God 
and the permission of South Carolina, and the 
I wrongs of scores of her black citizens are amply- 
atoned for. 

Seriously, did we not hope for a better day for 
i Massachusetts, we should, in view of her present 
degradation, deem it the part of prudence and 
duty, for all who respect their own rights and 
| those of their fellow-citizens, to pack up their 
household gods, and depart, shaking off the dust 
of a State which, failing to protect the rights and 
liberties of a portion of its eitizens, can regard as 
full atonement for their injuries and sufferings 
suoh paltry mockeries of compliment from those 
who have inflioted upon her the deepest wrong 
and grossest insult whioh one nation oan receive 
at the hands of another. J. G. W. 

* R. W. Emerson's Address, 1st of 8th month, 184-L 


Massachusetts. —The Liberty party in Mas¬ 
sachusetts is represented by ten decided men in 
the popular branoh of the Legislature. Last year 
the number was six. The Liberty vote for Gov¬ 
ernor is 9,193. Amasa Walker (Independent 
Democrat) reoeived 133. 

The message of Governor Briggs is a plain 
business-like document. His remarks on the 
Mexican war and the extension of slavery are 
much to the purpose. The “sober second thought” 
of the Governor on this subject does him muoh 
more credit than his hasty and uncalled-for proc¬ 
lamation for volunteers. It was a whimsical no¬ 
tion of the old Bishop of Benevento, that, when 
a politician undertook to write or speak, the 
devil, at his elbow, always suggested his first 
thoughts, whioh were therefore to be rejected. 

The Whig party managers in Boston have 
been signally rebuked for their abuse of the in¬ 
dependent apd worthy representative of the 
“ Conscience Whigs” in Congress, John G. Pal¬ 
frey. In spite of extraordinary efforts to defeat 
him, E. L. Keyes, Esq., tho most successful and 
outspoken defender of Palfrey’s vote in the elec¬ 
tion of Speaker, and who was defeated, through 
the agency of the Cotton party, in the Represent¬ 
ative election in his own town last fall, has been 
elected a member of the Governor’s Counoil by 
the Legislature. J. G. W. 

General Taylor has been nominated for Presi¬ 
dent by both Houses of tho Tennessee Legis¬ 
lature. 

Only Two .—The Washington Correspondent of 
the Baltimore Sun says that only two Whigs in 
the House can be relied upon for voting supplies. 
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Tub four Gosfsm and Acts of the Apostles, in < 
With English Notes, Critical, Philosophical, and E: 
cal; Maps, indexes, &c. Together with the Eplstl 
Apocalypse. The whole forming the oomplote text 


The design of this work is, to bring within 
the reach of the general student the Greek Tes¬ 
tament, with such notes and illustrations as will 
embody the most important results of the numer¬ 
ous, elaborate, critical inquiries into the nature 
of the language in which it is composed, the 
meaning of its dithoult passages, and the geogra¬ 
phy, antiquities, history, manners, and oustoms, 
of the countries and people of whom it more pecu¬ 
liarly treats. It contains a map of Palestine, an¬ 
other of the countries through which Paul carried 
on his apostolical labors; also, a plan of Jerusa¬ 
lem. Of the excellence of the general purpose of 
this edition of the Greek Testament, and its plan, 
there can be no doubt. As to the execution, the 
reputation of the author is a better guarantee than 
any testimony our humble attainments as a schol¬ 
ar will enable us to bear. 


The December number contains four engrav- 
ngs, with a large amount of original papers of 
ligh value. We transfer to our columns, from 
its first page, another scene in the Holy Land, by 
Miss Martineau. 

(Sears’s Nf,w Pictorial Maoazime. January, 1848. 

New York: Published by Robert Scars. Vol. v, No. I. 

A monthly miscellany of moral and useful in¬ 
struction, embellished with numerous engravings, 
each part consisting of from forty to fifty papers. 
Terms, two dollars per annum, in advance. It is 
designed to furnish knowledge for the People in 
an attractive form. The selections in the number 
before us arc very good, and it is embellished and 
illustrated by twenty-two engravings of much 
merit. The editor, we notice, commences in this 
number the republication of the Holy Land, by 
Harriet Martineau, accompanying it with some 
very handsome illustrations. 


Three pictures beside the fashion plate embel¬ 
lish this number. “ The Rich and the Poor” has 
a volume of moaning. “Constantinople” is an 
exquisite view. “Washington at the Bridge at 
Trenton ” possesses at least a suggestive beauty. 
The contents are entirely original, and some of 
the papers are highly entertaining. The con¬ 
tributors to this magazine, beside the editor, are, 
(to drop that impertinent word, “Miss,”) Mary 
Gardiner, Martha Russell, Augusta Browne, Ma¬ 
ry Spenoer Pease, Holen Barry, Kate Suther¬ 
land, Fanny Forrester, Frances S. Osgood, Lydia 
II. Sigourney, D. Ellen Goodman, beside several 
of th^asculine mould. 


The object of this Quarterly is to unfold all 
the relations of Phrenology to mental and moral 
culture, of Physiology to 'Health, of Magnetism 
to the cure of disease, of Human Rights to Gov¬ 
ernment, &c. Its purpose is elevated, its scope 
almost unlimited. The leading artiole, by George 
Combe, treats of national education, embracing a 
wide range of topics, suoh as the necessity of a 
proper training, the condition of the uneducated, 
origin and objects of society, right and duty of 
Government, equal rights and individual duties, 
religion and scotarism, confliot of creeds, church 
of England, &c. 

The second artiole is on Phrenology, its nature 
and uses, by Dr. Andrew Combe. 

The mutual relation of Phrenology and Mes¬ 
merism are next examined Bomewhat elaborately, 
and tho number doses with a series of short no- 

The New York publishers deserve great oredit 
for the very handsome style in which they have 
commenced this republioation. The terms ari, 
two dollars a year, in advance. 


The following extract from the speech of Mr. 
John Brough, at the late Jackson celebration in 
this city, betrays a doubt in regard to the suocess 
of the Democratic Party in Ohio, springing, as we 
understand it, from the entanglement of the war 
policy with that of slavery-extension: 

“For himself, he wished that this issue [the 
Mexican war] might be stripped of all entangling 
alliances, and submitted, as late it promised, to the 
people of Ohio in the coming contest. Should 
such be the case, he would go into that contest 
with the most abiding confidence that the people 
of Ohio would vindicate their own honor and pa¬ 
triotism, and array themselves, in a most tri¬ 
umphant manner, upon the side of the country.” 

Such, however, is not the case. The Democrat¬ 
ic Convention of Ohio has abandoned the ground 
of opposition to the introduction of slavery into free 
territory acquired from Mexico. 


THIRTIETH CONGRESS. 


! that defy all rule, from chain and Londage fi 


Senate. —Various petitions were presented ; 
among others, petitions against the war, by Mr. 
Hale, from citizens of Indiana, Maine, Ohio, and 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. Hale also presented the memorial of three 
thousand Unitarian ministers and laymen, pray¬ 
ing for the termination of the war, and the repa-‘ 
ration of all wrongs that may have been done by 
the United States to Mexico. They were all re¬ 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. Hale particularly explained the character 
of the last mentioned memorial, and said: Hav¬ 
ing so Recently declared my sentiments in my place 
in the Senate concerning the objects and charac¬ 
ter of this war, it seems unnecessary for me to add 
a word at this time, and I leave it in the hands of 
the Senate, simply remarking, that among the 
marks of public favor with which I have been 
honored, the being selected as the agent to present 
this petition to the Senate is most grateful to my 
feelings, and that, whether I look to the charac¬ 
ter of the petitioners or the objects for which they 
pray. 

The Senate, after the transaction of some rou¬ 
tine business, passed to the consideration of the 
i resolutions moved a few days ago by Mr. Dickin¬ 
son, of New York, declaring the constant acquisi¬ 
tion of territory to be the true policy of this coun¬ 
try, and that the people of every Territory ought 
to be left free to determine the character of their 
own institutions. He supported these resolutions 
in a written speech, dwelling upon the power and 
extraordinary growth of the United States; the 
impossibility of resistance on the part of Mexico; 
the wisdom ancPsafety of a general annexation of 
that country to this, and upon the absurdity of 
Congressional interference with thq people of a 
Territory in regulating their internal ooncerns. 

At the close of his speech, Mr. Yulee, of Flori- 
da ; complimented the Senator for his liberality of 
spirit, but differed so widely from the doctrines 
t hat he “had broached, that he desired to propose 
certain resolutions affirming what he believed to 
be the true doctrine concerning the relations sus¬ 
tained by Territories. They are as follows : 

Resolved, That the territory belonging to or 
which may be acquired by the United States, is 
the common property of the Union, and the sov¬ 
ereignty over the same vests in the people of the 
several States comprising the Union. 

Resolved, further, That the Federal Government 
has no delegated authority, nor the territorial 
community any inherent right, to exercise any 
■ legislative power within the said Territories, by 
which the equal right of all the citizens of the 
United States to acquire and enjoy any part of 
the common property, may be impaired or embar- 

Mr. Yulae moved that they be printed. 

Mr. Hale gave notice that he would move the 
following, as an amendment, at the proper time: 

Strike out all after the word “ Resolved,”' and 
insert the following, viz: 

That it should be one of the fundamental rules 
and conditions on which all territory hereafter to 
be acquired, by purchase, conquest, or otherwise, 
that slavery and involuntary servitude, except for 
the punishment of crime, whereof the party shall 
be duly convicted, shall be forever prohibited in 


Where is the good man’s earthly hope, the f 


The State Democratic Convention assembled at 
Columbus on the 8th of January, and chose Da¬ 
vid T. Disney, of Cincinnati, as its President. 
The Convention was large, and, if we are to judge 
by the published proceedings, for tho most part, 
unanimous. Opinions were divided in relation 
to a candidate for Governor between Col.. Weller 
and Mr. Wood. The former was elected on the 
second ballot, which resulted as follows: 

J. B. Weller - - - - 146 votes. 

Reuben Wood ... - 11S “ 

Alexander Duncan - - - 19 11 

P. P. Lowe 4 “ 

It is said that a letter was read from Mr. Walk¬ 
er, Secretary of the Treasury, designed to operate 
against Mr. Wood. It is also said that Col. Wel¬ 
ler is in favor of the Wilmot Proviso. We re¬ 
port these sayings for what they are worth. 
If Mr. Weller is a Wilmot Proviso man, he is not 
what he used to be. We may guess, that he was 
nominated chiefly on account of the popularity he 
had acquired from a campaign in Mexico. 

The quest ion of Slavery waB disposed of by what 
We must call an evasion of the issue raised by the 
Wilmot Proviso. 

The following resolutions are all that we cgn 
find referring to the subject: 

“ 15. Resolved, That the people of Ohio, now, 
is they have always done, look upon the institu- 
ion of slavery in any part of the Union as an 
evil, and unfavorable to the full development of 
the spirit and practical benefits of free institu¬ 
tions; and that, entertaining these sentiments, 
they will at all times feel it to bo their duty to 
use all power, clearly given by the terms of the 
National Compact, to prevent its increas e.to miti¬ 
gate, and, finally, to eradicate the evil. But be it 
further 

“ 16. Resolved, That the Democracy of Ohio do, 
at the same time, fully recognise the doctrine held 
by the early fathers of tho Republic, and still 
maintained by the Democratic party in all the 
the States, that to each State belongs the right to 
idopt. and modify its own municipal laws; to reg¬ 
ulate its own internal affairs; to hold and main¬ 
tain an equal and independent sovereignty with 
each and every other State; and that upon these 
ights the National Legislature can neither legis¬ 
late nor enoroaoh.” 

These resolutions leave a large margin for loose 
politicians. They are caoutchouc all over. The 
firet is an evasion of the Wilmot Proviso; the 
seoond is an evasion of the question respecting 
the territorial power of Congress. The first con¬ 
tains an affirmation of>the duty of the Democracy 
to use all power already given by the terms of 
the National Compact to prevent the increase of 
Blavery, mitigate, and, finally, oradicate the evil; 
but, it expresses no opinion whether any suoh 
power be given by the National Compact; or, if 
any be given, how much, or what it is? 

The second affirms a doctrine not controverted, 
and leaves untouched the great question in con¬ 
troversy. 

After agreeing upon a policy so ambiguous, we 
do not wonder that the Convention resolved to 
recommend Gen. Cass as a suitable candidate for 
the Presidency, subjeot to the decision of a Na¬ 
tional Convention. This resolve was carried by 
a vote of 237 to 22, and furnishes a key to the res¬ 
olutions on slavery. The Letter of this gentle¬ 
man denies the power of Congress to prevent the 
introduction of slavery into free Territories, and 
to legislate for anything but the soil of Territo¬ 
ries ; and it repudiates the Wilmot Proviso. Acts 
are more potential than words. The vote of the 
Democratic Convention of Ohio, in favor of Gen. 
Cass for its Presidential candidate, is an endorse¬ 
ment of his position on the question of slavery-ex¬ 
tension, and involves the virtual abandonment by 
the Democratic Party of Ohio of the Wilmot Pro¬ 
viso. It is with extreme regret that we are driven 
to this conclusion. It remains to be seen whether 
the mass of the party in Ohio will sustain the ac¬ 
tion of the Convention. 


Throw off your holy vestments, place 


They were laid upon the table, and ordered to 
be printed. 

The Ten Regiment Bill was then taken up. Mr. 
Clayton resumed his speech in opposition to the 
bill, and closed at the usual hour for adjournment, 
when Mr. Pearce obtained the floor, and the Sen¬ 
ate adjourned. 

House. —Yesterday a resolution was introduc¬ 
ed by Mr. Rockwell, from the Committee of 
Claims,'to authorize the employment of a clerk to 
compile and classify all the claims which have 
been before Congress, from the 14th to the 24th 
Congress, inclusive, in alphabetical order, show¬ 
ing what action, if any, has ever been had on said 
claims. 

A debate took place on this resolution, and Mr. 
Pollock moved its recommitment. Beforo it was 
disposed of, the hour arrived to go into Commit¬ 
tee of the Whole. 

The Speaker announced this to-day as the un¬ 
finished business. 

A motion to close debate in Committee of the 
Whole, on the reference of the President’s mes¬ 
sage, at 2 o’clock P. M., was laid upon the table— 
yeas 99, nays 76. 

The proposition of Mr. Rockwell, from the 
Committee of Claims, was then debated at con¬ 
siderable length, and the resolution was recom¬ 
mitted. 

Various reports were then made from commit¬ 
tees, of no general interest. 

Mr. Schenck, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported u.resolution to instruct said com¬ 
mittee to inquire into the legality of the order of 
the Secretary of the Navy, giving assimilated 
rank to surgeons, assistant surgeons, and pursers, 
and in tho expediency of said order. 

Mr. Rhett desired the attention of the House 
to the 92d rule, under which the Committee on 
Naval Affairs already had the authority to act 
which they asked for. 

The resolution was laid upon the-table. 

Mr. Schenck, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill providing that the officers, 
seamen, and marines of tho American navy, on the 
coast of Mexico, receive their letters free of post¬ 
age. It was committed to the Committee on the 
Post Office. 

Mr. Botts, from the Committee on Military Af¬ 
fairs, asked to be discharged from the petitions of 
certain officers of the army in Mexico, and of the 
widows of certain officers formerly in the same 
army, and that they be referred to the Commit¬ 
tee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

Mr. Adams remarked, that the application was 
for a system of rewards for our soldiers and offi¬ 
cers now in service; that this was contrary to the 


omitted in the resolution before me. The call of 
the House is unconditional. It is, that the infor¬ 
mation requested be communicated, and thereby 
be made public; whether, in the opinion of the Ex¬ 
ecutive, who is charged by the Constitution with 
the duty of conducting negotiations with foreign 
Powers, such information, when disclosed, would 
be prejudicial to the public interest or not. It has 
been a subject of serious deliberation with me, 
whether I could, consistently with my constitu¬ 
tional duty and my sense of the public interests 
involved and to be affected by it, violate an im¬ 
portant principle, always heretofore held sacred 
by my predecessors, as I should do by a compli¬ 
ance with the request of the House. President 
Washington, in a message to the House of Repre¬ 
sentatives of the 30th of March, 1796, declined to 
comply with a request contained in a resolution of 
that body, to lay before them 1 a copy of the in¬ 
structions to the Minister of the United States 
who negotiated the treaty with the King of Great 
Britain,’ 1 together with the correspondence and 
other documents relative to the said treaty, ex¬ 
cepting such of the said papers as any existing 
negotiations may render improper to be disclosed.’ 
In assigning his reasons for declining to comply 
with the call, he declared that ‘ the nature of for¬ 
eign negotiations requires caution, and their suc¬ 
cess must often depend on secrecy; and, even 
when brought to a conclusion, a full disclosure of 
all the measures, demands, and eventual conces¬ 
sions which may have been proposed or contem¬ 
plated, would be extremely impolitic; for this 
might have a pernicious influence in future nego¬ 
tiations, or produce immediate inconveniences, 
perhaps danger and mischief, in relation to other 
Powers. The necessity of such caution and se¬ 
crecy was one cogent reason for vesting the power 
of making treaties in t he President, with the ad¬ 
vice and consent of the Senate ; the principle on 
which that body was formed confining it to a small 
number of members. To admit, then, a right in 
the House of Representatives to demand, and to 
have, as a matter of course, all the papers respect¬ 
ing a negotiation with a foreign Power, would 
be to establish a dangerous precedent.’ In that 
case, the instructions and documents called for re¬ 
lated to a treaty which had been concluded and 
ratified by the President and Senate, and the ne¬ 
gotiations in relation to it had been terminated. 
There was an express reservation, too, ‘ except¬ 
ing’ from the call all such papers as related to 
‘ any existing negotiations’ which it might be im¬ 
proper to disclose. In that case, President Wash¬ 
ington deemed it to be a violation of an import¬ 
ant principle, the establishment of a : dangerous 
precedent,’ and prejudicial to the public interests, 
to comply with the call of the House. Without 
deeming it to be necessary on the present occa¬ 
sion to examine or decide upon the other reasons 
assigned by him for his refusal to communicate 
the information requested by the House, the one 
which is herein recited is, in my judgment, con¬ 
clusive in the case under emsideration. 

“ Indeed, the objections to complying with the 
request of the House eontaiied in the resolution 
before me are much strongeithan those which ex¬ 
isted in the case of the resolition in 1796. This 
resolution calls for the 1 instructions and orders’ 
to the Minister of the Unite! States to Mexico, 
which relate to negotiations which have not been 
terminated, and which may be resumed. The in¬ 
formation called for respects negotiations which 
the United States offered to open with Mexico im¬ 
mediately preceding the commencement of the ex¬ 
isting war. The instructions given to the Min¬ 
ister of the United States relate to the differences 
between the two countries out of whioh the war 
grew, and tho terms of adjustment which we were 
prepared to offer to Mexico, in our anxiety to pre¬ 
vent the war. These differences still remain un¬ 
settled, and, to comply with the call of theJjfeuse, 
would be to make public, through that SfflSnel, 
and to communicate to Mexico, ntw a public en¬ 
emy engaged in war, information which could not 
fail to produce serious embarrassment in any fu¬ 
ture negotiation between the twi countries. I 
have heretofore communicated to Congress all the 
correspondence of the Minister of the United 
States to Mexico, which, in the existing state of 
our relations with that Republic, can, in my judg¬ 
ment, be at this time communicated without se¬ 
rious injury to the public interest. 

“ Entertaining this conviction, and with a sin¬ 
cere desire to furnish any information which may 
be in possession of the Executive department, and 
which either House of Congress may at any time 
request, I regard it to be my constitutional right 
and my solemn duty, under the circumstances of 
this case, to decline a compliance with the request 
of the House contained in their resolution. 

“James.K. Polk.” 

Several motions were made—one, to lay upon 
the table and print; another, to refer to a select 
committee; another, to refer to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, &c. It was at length, after some 
warm discussion, decided to postpone the subject 
till Tuesday next, and make it the special order 


Leoislative Recommendation. —The Senate 
of Tennessee by a vote of 13 to 91 has passed a 
resolution recommending General Taylor as a 
suitable candidate for the Presidency. The Cou¬ 
rier and Enquirer thinks this a sufficient endorse¬ 
ment of his Whig refutation. The Tribune is anx¬ 
ious to know whether General Taylor will sub¬ 
mit to the decision of a Whig National Conven¬ 
tion, should it be adverse to his claim. General 
Taylor never surrenders. 

Important .—We copy the following from a tele¬ 
graphic despatch in the Baltimore Sun, from 
Washington: 

“ I am now, however) enabled to give you the 
facts of the case. General Towson has not left 
for Mexico, and will not leave. General Scott has 
this day been recalled to Washington. An order 
has also been sent for General Worth to be re¬ 
leased from arrest. He will command, with the 
rank of Major General.” 

Decided. —The Hon. John Sargeant, of Phila¬ 
delphia, the referee in the famous Pea Patch case, 
has at length delivered his decision, affirming the 
sole right of the United States to the island. 

Fremont Court Martial. —The testimony in 
the Fremont trial was completed last Tuesday 
week, and the court adjourned till the 24th, when 
it will hear the defence. 

The Legislature of the State of Vermont has 
passed an act providing that all real estate, and 
the rents, issues, and profits, which may have be 
longed to a woman before marriage, or whioh she 
may inherit during marriage, shall be exempt 
from attachment or levy “for the sole debts of 
her husband;” and that no transfer of cither, 
made by the husband, shall be valid, unless she 
shall freely sign a deed. Married women are also 
authorized to devise such property by will. 


enee to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

It was so referred. 

Various Executive communications were re¬ 
ceived. Senate bills were taken up and referred. 
Several bills were introduced on leave. 

The House then resolved itself into Committee 
of the Whole, and proceeded to consider the 
President’s message and its reference. 

Mr. Lincoln resumed the debate, and continued 
it until the rising of the Committee and adjourn¬ 
ment of the House, discussing the war, the boun¬ 
dary of Texas, and the President’s designs upon 
Mexico. 

January 13. 

Senate. —Mr. Hunter, on leave, introduced a 
bill supplemental to an act entitled “An act to 
retrocede the county of Alexandria to the State of 
Virginia.” It proposes, we believe, the re-annex¬ 
ation of Alexandria to the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Mangum offered a resolution asking the 
President to communioate to 'the Senate all the 
plans, estimates, and calculations, of Gen. Scott in 
relation to the mode of prosecuting the war, &c. 
Lies over one day under the rule. 

On motion of Mr. Baldwin, it was resolved that 
the President of the United States be requested 
to communicate all the information in his power 
concerning the negotiations between the Ameri¬ 
can commissioner and the Mexican commission¬ 
ers, during the armistice at the city of Mexico. 

The Ten Regiment Bill came up for considera¬ 
tion, and Mr. Pearce, of Maryland, spoke at great 
length, in strong opposition to it, replying special¬ 
ly to the arguments of his colleague, (Mr. John- 

Mr. Badger then indicated a desire to offer 
some observations on the bill at a future time. 

The Senate adjourned till Monday, Mr. But¬ 
ler, of South Carolina, beiDg entitled to the floor. 

House. —The motion by which the House yes¬ 
terday laid upon the table the resolution report¬ 
ed by Mr. Schenck, from the Committee on Na¬ 
val Affairs, instructing them to inquire into a 
certain order of the Secretary of the Navy, was 
reconsidered, and the House now refused to lay 
it upon the table. 

The resolution was then debated, first, in regard 
to its necessity, secondly, as it related to its ob¬ 
ject, which, it seems, was to regulate certain for¬ 
malities respecting rank in the navy. 

The resolution was agreed to—yeas 83, nays 79. 

An effort to induce the House to discharge the 
Committee of the Whole from the further consid¬ 
eration of the bill to provide additional clerks in 
the Pension Office failed. 

Mr. Bayard moved to close all debate on the 
President’s message, in Committee of the Whole, 
to-morrow at 2 o’clock. 

A motion to lay this upon tho table prevailed— 
yeas 100, nays 94. 

A message was received from the President, in 
response to a resolution of the House calling for 
information concerning the admission of Santa 
Anna into Mexico, the entrance of Paredes, and 
for “the instructions and orders to Mr. Slidell, at 
any time prior or subsequent to his departure for 
Mexico as Minister,” &c. 

The President, in his message, communicates 
the desired information, except so far as relates to 
the mission of Mr. Slidell, concerning which he 
declines to communicate information, for the fol¬ 
lowing reasons: 

“ The resolution calls for the 1 instructions and 
orders issued to Mr. Slidell, at any time prior or 
subsequent to his departure for Mexico as Min- 
' ister Plenipotentiary of the United States to that 
Republic.’ The customary and usual reservation 
contained in calls of either House of Congress 
upon the Executive for information relating to 
our intercourse with foreign nations, has been 


for that day. 

Among others who participated in the discus¬ 
sion was ex-President Adams, who spoke as fol- 

Mr. Si’eaker : The state of my voice is such 
that it Is not in my power to make to this House 
the observations which I should otherwise have 
felt it my duty to make upon this case. I will 
state, sir, that the reason why I have felt it my 
duty to take this course is, that I consider it a 
novel thing, and a thing affecting the rights of 
this House, and of the constituency of this House— 
the People of the United States. It denies, sir, as 
I understand it, the power, the constitutional pow¬ 
er, of this House to call for that information. 1 
believe it is the first time in the history of this 
Union that it has been denied. In the case to 
which the President refers, when a call was made 
upon President Washington, there was (which 
the message omits to state) an exception for cases 
which he might think not proper to be inquired 
into at this time. 

Now, sir, the President has notadded what was 
the action of the House upon that; and the action 
of the House was in direct opposition to the re¬ 
sistance of President Washington to their call. 
The House formally declared—and I wish the 
Journal might be looked to to see—the House 
formally declared, against President Washington, 
their right to call for such information. That 
was their action; and, as far as I know—although 
the very memory of Washington, by everybody 
in this country, at this time, (and by none more 
than myself,) is reverenced next to worship—the 
President was wrong in that particular instance, 
and went too far to deny the power of the House; 
and as to his reasons, I never thought they were 
sufficient in that case. And I have, always been 
of the opinion, and most assuredly that has been 
the opinion of the Democratic party, to which I 
do not profess to belong, [a laugh,] they have 
unanimously disapproved of that act of President 
Washington, as interfering with the rights of this 
House, and of their constituents, the People of the 
United States. 

1 say, I cannot enter into an argument upon 
this subject; but I consider it of such importance 
that I am certainly indisposed to lay this message 
upon the table. I desire it may be printed, that it- 
may go to the whole oountry, that it may be decided 
upon by the People as well as by this House. I 
think this House ought to sustain, in the strong¬ 
est manner, their rigid to call for information 
upon questions in which war and peace are con¬ 
cerned. They ought to maintain their right, and 
maintain it in a very distinct manner, against this 
assertion on the part of the President of the Unit¬ 
ed States. Now, I shtuld be perfectly satisfied to 
refer the message to:the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, whatever my feelings may be in respect 
to their firmness in resisting this claim set up on 
the part of the President of the United States. 
If the Committee on Foreign Relations will take 
it, and will examine the Constitution of the Unit¬ 
ed States, its princijles, the history of the admin¬ 
istration of the Govtrnment from that time to the 
present, and will make a report upon it, I shall be 
satisfied. As to a select committee, I shall be per¬ 
fectly satisfied that 8 select committee should be 
appointed by the Speaker, instead of referring it 
it to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. And, as 
a mark of respect to the President of the United 
States, I should go for a select committee, provid¬ 
ed I am not to be a member of it myself. 


The resolution of Mr. Mangum, requesting the 
President to lay before the Senate all the plans, 
calculations, and estimates of General Scott in 
relation to the war, its modes of prosecution, &c., 
coming. up for consideration, it was debated by 
Messrs'. Mangum, Cass, Allen, and others, till the 
hour for taking up the special order, when by 
general consent it was. postponed. 

Mr. Butler then addressed the Senate at great 
length in support of an amendment moved by him 
to the Ten Regiment Bill, designed to authorize 
the President to fill up the rank and file of the 
present force, not raise additional regiments. He 
opposed the war, but indicated a purpose to grant 
supplies to the President. 

House. —Another effort was made by Mr. Boyd, 
of Kentucky, to terminate debate in Committee 
of the Whole on the President’s message, at throe 
o’clock to-day. 

A motion to lay this resolution on the table fail¬ 
ed—92 yeas, 94 nays. It was then modified so as 
to provide for the termination of debate two hours 
after the House shall have gone into Committee 
of the Whole; and, on motion, postponed till 
next Monday. 

Tho States were then called for resolutions, of 
whioh some eighty or ninety were presented. 
One asked information of the President respect¬ 
ing the object and disposition of the Three Mil¬ 
lion Appropriation of last winter. One, declar¬ 
ing it inexpedient to withdraw the troops from 
Mexico, was laid upon the table—90 yeas, 89 
nays. Another called upon the President to 
state the objects of the war. Laid over, under 
the rule. 

Mr. Giddings offered the following preamble 
and resolution, and asked the previous question 
thereon: 

Whereas, on Friday last, three armed persons, 
engaged in the* internal slave trade, entered a 
dwelling in this city, and violently seized a colored 
man, employed as a waiter in the boarding house 
of several members of this body, and, in the pres¬ 
ence of his wife, gagged him, placed him in irons, 
and, with loaded pistols, foroed him into one of 
the slave prisons of this city, from which, it is re¬ 
ported, he has since been despatched for the slave 
market at New Orleans: 

And whereas said colored man had been em¬ 
ployed in said boarding house for several years,, 
had become well and favorably known to members 
of this House, had married a wife in this city, 
and, under a contract to purchase his froedom, for 
the sum of $300, had, by great industry, paid that 
sum within about $60 : 

Aud whereas outrages like the foregoing have 
been of common occurrence in this District, and 
are sanctioned by the laws of Congress, ana are 
extremely painful to many of the members of this 
House, as well as in themselves inhuman. There¬ 
fore, 

Resolved, That a Seleot Comfnittee of five mem¬ 
bers be appointed to inquire into and report upon 
the facts aforesaid ; also, as to the propriety of 
repealing such acts of Congress as sustain or au¬ 
thorize the slave trade in this District, or to re¬ 
move the seat of Government to some free State. 

Mr. Gayle, of Alabama, moved to lay the reso- 
' lution upon the table, and the yeas and nays were 
ordered. * 

Mr. Wick, of Indiana, wished to know wheth¬ 
er it was in order for any gentleman to require 
the House to vote on a state of facts of which 
they know nothing. 

The Speaker overruled the point of order. 

Mr. Meade, of Virginia, asked whether the gen¬ 
tleman from Ohio would swear these facts were 

The Speaker: “ Debate is not in order.” 

Mr. Giddings: “Would it be in order to a.n- 

Speaker: “It would not.” 

Mr. Meade appearing disposed to proceed, the 
Chair interposed. 

The motion to lay upon the table was decided 
in the negative—yeas 85, nays 86. 

The question recurring on the demand for the 
previous question, Mr. Jamieson, of Missouri, in¬ 
quired if it would be in order to move a refer- 

Speaktr : Not while the previous question is 
pending. 

Mr. Duer asked if it would be in order to move 
an amendment 7 

Speaker: No motion is now in order. 

Mr. HaralBon, of Georgia, asked whether the 
rule had been suspended to allow the resolution 
to be acted upon. 


Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, Toombs, Tur¬ 
ner, Venable, Williams—94 
Nays —Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, 
Bingham, Blanchard, Butler, Canby, Cathcart, 
Collamer, Collins, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, 
Dickey, Dickinson, Dixon, Duer, Dunn, Edsall, 
Edwards, Embree, Nathan Evans, Faran, Far- 
relly, Fisher, Freedley, Fries, Giddings, Gott, 
Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James 
G. Hampton, Moses Hampton,-Henley, Henry, 
Elias B. Holmes, John W. Houston. Hubbard, 
Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Jen¬ 
kins, James H. Johnson, Kellogg, Daniel P. King, 
Lahm, W. T. Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, Lin¬ 
coln, MoClelland, Mcllvaine, Mann, Marsh, Mar¬ 
vin, Morris, Mnllin, Newell, Palfrey, Peaslee, 
Peck, Petrie, Pollock, Putnam, Julius Rockwell, 
John A. Rockwell, Roso, Root, St. John, Sawyer, 
Schenck, Sherrill, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, 
Starkweather, Charles E. Stuart, Strohm, Sil¬ 
vester, Tallmadgo, James Thompson. William 
Thompson, Thurston, Tuck,Warren,Wentworth, 
White, Wilson—88. 
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Senate.— Mr. Badger addressed the Senate till 
the usual hour of adjournment, in opposition to 
the Ten Regiment Bill. He was in favor of 
maintaining the army already in Mexioo, but not 
of increasing it. He reviewed, at great length, 
the causes of the war, and the conduct of the 
Chief Executive. 

On motion of Mr. Foote, the Senate adjourned. 

House —The consideration of tho President’s 
message, refusing copies of the Slidell instruc¬ 
tions, was postponed till to-day; but not being 
made the special order, the House went into Com¬ 
mittee of the Whole on the reference of the 
President’s message, and speeches on public af¬ 
fairs were delivered by Messrs. Jamieson, Jones, 
and Rumsey. 

SUPREME COURT. 

January 10.—No. 199. Alanson Trigg ot al. vs. 
Gordon C. Kent. In error to the Cirouit Court 
of the United States for West Tennessee. On the 
motion of Mr. Thomas, of counsel for the defend¬ 
ants in error, this writ of error waB dooketed and 
dismissed with costs. 

No. 32. Riohard King et al., plaintiffs in error, 
vs. the United States. The argument continued 
by Mr. Attorney General for the defendants in 

Jammy 11.—No. 166. Jona. W. and Tho. Ne¬ 
smith vs. Thomas C. Sheldon et al. On a certifi¬ 
cate of division from the Circuit Court of the 
United States for Michigan. Mr. Chief Justice 
Taney delivered the opinion of the Court, dismis¬ 
sing this cause, and remanding the same to the 
said Cirouit Court. 

No. 32. Riohard King et al., plaintiffs in error, 
vs. the United States. The argument concluded 
by Mr. Gilpin for tho plaintiffs in error. 

January 12.—No. 56. The United States, ex. 
rel. H. R. Maryman vs. the Corporation of Wash- 
ton. In error to the Circuit Court of the United 
States for Washington. On the motion of Mr. 
Brent, of oounsel for the plaintiff in error, this 
writ of error was dismissed with costs. 

No. 145. Mary Ann Van Ness, plaintiff in error, 
vs. Cornelius P. Van Ness, administrator of John 
P. Van Ness. The argument of the motion to dis¬ 
miss this writ of error was continued by Mr. 
Brent against the motion, and by Mr. Bradley in 
support of the same. 


DeOfflciis, notes by Thatcher, in press; Sewell’s Classical 
Speaker, edited by Reid, 12mo, In press; Livy, with notes by 
Lincoln, 12mo,$l; S»U«st, with notes by Butler, 12mo, in 

11. French. —Collot’s Dramatic French Reader, 12am, f 1 ■ 
DeFiva’s Elementary French Reader, 16mo, SO cents ; Ol¬ 
lendorff's New Method of Learning Frenoh, edited by J. L. 
Jewett, 12mo, $1; Key to do., 75 cents; Rowan's Modern 


one volume large 8vo, in pres^; the same, abridged, 16mo, in 
preas; Ollendorff’s New Method of Learning German, edited 
hy G. J. Adler, l2mo, $1.50^ Key to do., 7 5 cents. ^ 

dorflf’s New Method of Learning Italian/ edited* hyV. For* 
resti, l‘2mo, $ L.50: Key to do., 75 oentfl. 

V. Spanish. —Ollendorff’s New Method, of Learning Span¬ 
ish, one volume 12mo, nearly ready; a new Spanish Reader, 
in press; a new Spanish and English Dictionary, in press. 

VI. Hebrew.— Geseuius’s Hebrew Grammar, editod by Ko- 


t l.25; Graham’s English Synonyms, edited by Professor 
eid, of Pennsylvania University, 12mo, $1; Guizot’s Histo¬ 
ry of Civilization, rotes by Professor Henry, of New York 
University, 12mo, gl; Keigbtley’s Mj tlmlogy of Greece and 
Rome, ISino, 42 cents; Mandeville’a Cuurse of Reading for 
Common Schools and Lower Academies, 12mo, 75 cents; 
MandevUW* Introduction to the.Above, lduio. 37 cents; 
Reid’s Dictionary of the English Language, with Derive- 
tions, &q, 12mo. __ Jan. 20. 

C HARLES S. FRAN UIS & CO., SS3 Broadway, are agents 
for the following Reviews and Magazines, and forward 


Christian Examiner, $4; Eclectic Magazine, $6; LitteU’u 
Living Age, $6; Journal of the Franklin Institute, $6; 
Knickerbocker Aiagazine, $5; Law Library, $10; Democrat¬ 
ic Review, $3; American Review, $5; Massachusetts Quar¬ 
terly Review, $3; Merchants’ Magazine, $6: lie Bow’s Com¬ 
mercial Review, $5; Southern Literary Messenger, $0; 
Brownson’s Quarterly Review, S3; Mrs. Kirkland’s Union 
Magazine,$3; Godey’s Lady’s Book, $3; Graham’s Maga¬ 
zine, $3; Farmer’s Library, $5; Monthly Miscellany of Re¬ 
ligion and Letters, $2; Parley’s Magazine, $ l; Child’s Friend, 
$1.60; Playmate, $1. 

Reprints .—London Quarterly Review, $3 per year; Edin¬ 
burgh Review, $3; Westminster and Foreign Review, $3; 
North British Review, ®3—all together, $8; Blackwood’s 
Magazine, $3; Medioo-Cl.irurgieal Review, $5. 

Imported. —J-ouduu World of Fashion, $5 per year: How- 
itt’s Journal, $2.50; People’s Journal, $5; London Punch, 
$5; London Art-Union Journal, $7.50. 

C. S. F. Sc Co. also import all the British periodicals, and 
they will supply individuals, clubs, societies, and public in¬ 
stitutions, with whatever periodical works, Amerioan or Eng¬ 
lish, they may require. Orders from any part of the world, 


rnO ARTISTS and Teachers of Drawing.—Spalding $ 
-L Shepard have manufactured, expressly for their sales, a 


light sketching; F, flue drawing (flue 


The House was occupied chiefly in Committee 
of the Whole on the private calendar. Little 
progress was made. A bill So grant a pension to 
the stepmother of Major Brown, who fell at Mata- 
moros, giving rise to a debate, which consumed 
nearly all the session, the Committee rose, report¬ 
ed two bills, one for the relief of Robert Roberts, 
the other for Phineas Cohen, reported progress, 
and the bill for the relief of Mary Brown, and 
the House then adjourned till Monday. 

January 17. 

Senate. —Mr. Bradbury presented the creden¬ 
tials of Wyman B. S. Moor, appointed temporarily 
to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death of Mr! 
Fairfield. 

Various petitions were presented, several pray¬ 
ing for the termination of the war and the aboli¬ 
tion of slavery. 

Mr. Mangum made a report in fhVor of assign¬ 
ing two seats on the floor of the Senate to the 
Senate Reporters. > ] 

Mr. Cameron submitted a resolution for the 
appointment of a Committee to examine into an 
alleged defalcation in the Philadelphia mint. 

On motion of Mr. Berrien, the Committee on 
Post Offices was instructed to inquire whether 
any legislation be necessary to secure a more 
speedy transmission of the mail South. 

On motion of Mr. Mangum, a committee of 
five was appointed to inquire into the expediency 
of removing the reporter^ from the marble gallery 


Mr. Haralson: If he desired to debate the res¬ 
olution, would it not lie over ? j 

Speaker .-It will not—the previous question has t 
been demanded; if sustained, it will bring the I 
House to a direct vote. j 

Tellers were demanded ; and the question was r 
announced to be on seconding tho demand for the f 
previous question. 

Mr. Goggin, of Virginia, wished to know l 
whether the gentleman from Ohio did not call the c 
previous question before the resolution was sent ( 
to the Chair, and whether he had a right to 
do so. 

The Speaker replied, that the question had been ‘ 
settled by frequent preoedent, and he overruled 
the point of order. 1 

Mr. Jamieson, of Missouri, moved a reconsid- < 
eration of the vote on the motion to lay the reso- , 
lution on the table. 

Mr. Giddings rose to a point of order. n 

Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, rose to a point of I 

Great confusion ensued. 

The Speaker refused to entertain any motion 
till gentlemen had all taken their seats. 1 

Mr. Giddings here signified a desire to modify i 
his resolution. 

Mr. Stephens asked whether it was competent 
for him to do so, after a vote on his resolution ? 

The Speaker stated that it was in accordance 
with repeated precedents. n 

Mr. Stephens appealed from the decision. i 

Mr. Rhett, of South Carolina, asked whether, 0 
if the gentleman from Ohio modified his resolution “ 
so os to make it different from what it was, an- i: 
other motion to lay upon the table would not be r 
in order? * 

The Speaker: He would so decide. 

Mr. Vinton, of Ohio, moved to go into Commit- g 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. t, 

The Speaker ruled the motion out of order. p 

Mr. Stephens withdrew his appeal. s 

The Speaker announced that the resolution, as 
modified, was before the House. j 

Mr. Haralson, of Georgia, moved to lay it upon u 
the table; and the yeas and nays wero ordered. 

Mr. Jamieson wished to know what became of * 
his motion to reconsider. 

The Speaker decided, that since the resolution 
was modified, it was not now in order. 

Mr. Jamieson appealed, but afterwards with¬ 
drew his appeal. 

Mr. Cobb, of Georgia, raised the point of order, 
whether a member could, on the presentation of a 
resolution, force the House to a decisive vote, by c 
the previous question ? 

The Speaker decided that the practice of the 
House had settled the question in the affirmative. 

Mr. Cobh said the Speaker was right as to the t 
practice, but the practioe was wrong. 0 

Mr. Giddings had modified his resolution, by a 
inserting the words, “ it is represented,” after the 1 
word “whereas,” where it first occurs, and by f 
striking out the words, “ or to remove the seat of ( 
Government to some free State.” The question t 
was then taken on the resolution, as amended, by 1 
yeas and nays; the vote stood— ' 

Yeas —Messrs. Green Adams, Atkinson, Bar- i 
ringer, Barrow, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Birdsall, 
Black, Botts, Bowdon, Boyden, Boyd, Brodhead, W. < 
G. Brown, Buckner, Burt, Cabell, Chapman,Chase, ’ 
Franklin Clark, Beverly L. Clark, Clingman, ; 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cooke, . 
Crisfield, Crozier, Cummins, Daniel, Donnell, 
Garnett Duncan, Eckert, Featherston, Ficklin, 
Frenoh, Fulton, Gaines, Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, : 
Green, Willard P. Hall, Hammons, Haralson, : 
Harmanson, Harris, Hill, George S. Houston, 
Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jamieson, Andrew 
Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, 
John W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, Tho. Butler 
King, La Sere, Levin, Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, 
McKay, McLane, Meade, Miller, Morehead, 
Nicoll, Outlaw, Peyton, Phelps, Pilsbury, Preston, 
Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Roman, Shepperd,. 
Simpson, Sims, Stanton, Stephens, Thibodeaux, 

I Thomas, Tompkins, Jacob Thompson, John B. 


madge, and Nathan It!. Hall’ Esqs., of New York, 
were admitted attorneys and counsellors of this 

No. 3. Charles Patterson vs. Edmund P. Gaines 
and Myra, his wife, on appeal from the Circuit 
Court of the United States for Louisiana. Mr. 
Justice Wayne delivered the opinion of this Court 
reversing the decree of the said Cirouit Court in 
this oause, amLJtemanding the same to the said 
Court, with difmions that a decree shall bo made 
in the said Court in this case, declaring that a 1 
lawful marriage was contracted in Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, between Daniel Clark and Zuline 
C'arriere, and that Myra Clark, now Myra Gaines, 
is the lawful and only child of that marriage; that 
the said Myra is the foroed heir of her father, and 
is entitled to four-fifths of his estate, after the ex¬ 
cessive donation in the will of 1811 is reduced to 
the disposable quantum whioh the father oould 
legally give to others; that the property describ¬ 
ed in the answer of Charles Patterson was a part 
of the estate of Daniel Clark at the time of his 
death; that it was illegally sold by those who had 
no right or authority to make a sale of it; that 
the titles given by them to the purchaser, and by 
the purchaser to the defendant, Charles Patterson, 
inoludiug those given by the Dhyer from the first, 
purohaser to Charles Patterson, are void; and 
that the' said property is liable as a part of the 
estate of Daniel Clark to the legitime of the forc¬ 
ed heir; and that the defendant, Charles Patter¬ 
son, shall surrender the same, as shall be directed 
by the mandate of this Court, amongst other 
things to be done in the premises. 

No. 145. Mary Ann VanNess,plaintiff in error, 
vs. Cornelius P. Van Ness, administrator of John 
P. Van Ness. The argument of the motion to 
dismiss this writ of error was concluded by Mr. 
Bradley in support thereof. 

No. 4. Henry Mathewson, appellant, vs. John 
H. Clark, administrator of Willard W. Wetmore. 
The argument oommenced by Mr. A. C. Greene 
for the appellant. 

January 14.—No. 4. Henry Mathewson, appel¬ 
lant, -vs. W. W. Wetmore’s administrator. The 
argument of this cause was continued by Mr. A. 

C. Greene for the appellant. 

Adjourned till Monday, 11 o’clock A. M. 

January 17.—On motion of Mr. Webster, John 
Jay, Esq., of New York, was admitted an attor¬ 
ney and counsellor of this Court. 

On motion of Mr. A. C. Greene, Elijah Ward, 
Esq., of New York, was admitted an attorney and 
counsellor of this Court. 

No. 4. Henry Mathewson, appellant, vs. W. W. 
Wetmore’s administrator. The argument of this 
oause was continued by Mr. A. C. Greene for the 
appellant, and by Mr. R. W. Greene for the ap¬ 
pellee. 

Adjourned till to-morrow at 11, o’clock. 

The Netv York Courlef and Enquirer has pub¬ 
lished a call, numerously signed, for a Taylor 
meeting in New York, eta the 224 proximo. 


S TEREOTYPE FOUND 


C IRCULAR.—To Merchants, Insurance Companies, 
Reading Rooms, cjc.—The introduction ol a line of mail 
and paBSenger steamers, from Liverpool to Boston, gives to 


from Liverpool, wish to further the circulation of their jour¬ 
nal, and offer this prospectus to commercial aud bOBiuess 
men, ship-owners and all others, direotiy or indirectly cn- 


of trade, the prices of merchandise, the current news of the 
day, and the political movements in the various sections of 


i IMPROVED LARD OIL—Lard OU of the Uncut quality, 
equal to sperm for combustion, also for machinery aud 


H051AS EMERY, Lard Oil Manufacturer, 


Also, “ A Discourse delivered at the Plymouth Church, 
Brooklyn, New York, on Thanksgiving Day, the 25th of 
November, 1847: By Henry Ward Beedher” — a hand¬ 
some covered pamphlet ol 28 pages octavo, whioh should have 
a place in the library of every Anti-Slavery man. Price 12 i-2 
cents single, $1 per dozen. For sale at the Anti-Slavery De¬ 
pository, 22 Spruce street, New York, by 
Jan. 6- _ WI LLI AM HARN ED. 

B ! K N EY & s 1 - 1 . 1 10 LBS, Attorneys at Law, corner of Main 
and Court streets, Cincinnati. 

JAMES BIRNEY, Notary Publio and Commissioner to 
take acknowledgments of deeds and depositions for the States 
of Maine, Vermont. Connecticut, Michigan, New Hampshire, 
Missouri, Illinois, Tennessee, New York, and Arkansas. 
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Again, sir, popular appoals are made, from 
time to time, by Abolitionists and others, to arouse 
the prejudices of the North against the competi¬ 
tion of slave labor. Those men ought to know that 
liberating slaves would produoe the very evil they 
complain of. The free blacks of the North, not 
to speak of the Irish and other emigrants, have 
done much more to reduce the wages of labor at 
the North than the slaves, oocupied, as they are, 
chiefly, in the cotton, sugar, rice, and tobacco 
fields of the South. 

Others say that slavery must not be extended 
to any now territory, because the Constitution 
provides for the calling out of the militia to sup¬ 
press insurrections; and therefore they express im¬ 
mense terror, lest they should be obliged to aid in 
suppressing slave insurrections. When they shall, 
in some one instance, be required to turn out for 
this purpose, if they should find the burilen more 
intolerable than the other requisitions of the Con¬ 
stitution, they will doubtloBS then have good 
grounds for asking such an amendment as may 
reliove them from this onerous imposition. It is 
not, however, at all likely {hat any insurrection 
will oocur, sufficiently extensive to give time for 
the coming of persons from othor States to sup¬ 
press it. 

THE ABOLITION SOCIETIES. 

Much of the agitation, sir, which the country 
has undergone in relation to this subject, is due 
to the action of Anti-Slavery or Abolition Soci¬ 
eties. Such societies have existed since the foun¬ 
dation of the Government, though, for reasons 
which I may presently allude to, this influenoc 
has been greater for a dozen years past than 
formerly. Those societies arc composed of a va¬ 
riety of oWrakg. There «ro in them conscien¬ 
tious and benevolent men, who fool it to be their 
dnty to exterminate some one ovil, and who have 
selected this as the object of their exertions. With 
them are a class who externally seem to resemble 
' them, but who may be better described in the 
humorous lines from Iiudibras, as those 


Like the Pharisees of old, they are seen publicly 
giving thanks that they are not as the publioans 
and sinners, in a country like this, too, when 
the general diffusion of education produces many 
competitors for each prize, men of ambition and 
second-rate talents, finding the high roads to emi¬ 
nence ocoupied by their superiors, go in search of 
now paths to distinction. Some of them have 
sought notoriety and popularity by preaching up 
a crusado against Southorn slavery. There is 
still a fourth olass—consisting of those who are 
determined to live off of the public—who have se¬ 
lected this as a humbug by which to inflame the 
popular passions, and obtain money by cheating 
the confiding and orcdulous. They are as un¬ 
scrupulous about the means they employ as was 
the impostor Mokanna, who, to cloak his hypocri¬ 
sy and deceive his followers, on his banner 
“ Unfurled, 

Those words ot sunshine, Freedom to the world!’ 1 

As the societies arc, therefore, composed chiefly 
of thoso who design to deceive, and of porsons of 
an imaginative cast of mind, wlio naturally shrink 
from examining facts, and are easily led away by 
their impulses, it is not strange that the matters 
published by them should oontain all manner of 
absurdities. Works of pure fiction are written, 
the most glaring falsehoods or misrepresenta¬ 
tions published and circulated, and incorporated 
into their standard works. When one sees the 
materials they have to work with, he is not sur¬ 
prised at the conclusions to which thoy come. It 
is as if one were to attempt to build up a system 
of philosophy upon the faots stated in the History ' 
of Araadis of Gaul, or the Arabian Nights Enter- ! 
taimnents. 

What strikes the observer most, perhaps, is the 
wonderful diversity in dootrine which is exhibit¬ 
ed by these societies. Bacon says, that “ if men 
woro all to become even uniformly mad, they might 
agree tolerably well with each other.” This has 
been exemplified by some sects of fanatics. Un¬ 
fortunately, however, for the Abolition Society as 
a whole, its members are not uniformly mad , and 
hence they disagree most intolerably. Even in their 
nalion il conventions of delegates, you have noth¬ 
ing but “ the whirl and confusion of argument.” j 
Its jarring elements remind one of tho struggles 
of Chance and Tumult in the reign of ancient, 
Night, whon Chaos sat as umpire, “ and by deci- I 
sion rnoro embroiled the fray.” It might be sup¬ 
posed that their collisions would be the means of 
correcting thoir errors, but they Boom to be in the 
condition of the Schoolmen who, because they 
built upon tho errors and logical fallacies of their 
master, Aristotle, argued with each other for two 
thousand years, without even ascertaining any 
one truth. The society, however, seems likely to 
split into two grand divisions. Mr. Lysunder 
Spooner, who juBt now appears to be at the head 
of one, publishes a book to prove slavery unconsti¬ 
tutional. Mr. .Spooner shows, in the first place; 
that all Constitutions and laws which are unjust, 
are in themselves totally void, and that all judges, 
howsoever appointed, are bound bo to decide. 
Having established clearly this proposition, he ad¬ 
mits that he need not go any furthor. To show 
his ingenuity, however, he says he will waive 
that for tho present, and then goes on and proves, 
secondly, that slavery never had any legal exist¬ 
ence in any of tho oolonies; thirdly., that if it had 
legally existed, the Declaration of independence 
abolished it; fourthly, he proves that slavery had 
no existence, legally, under any of tho State Con¬ 
stitutions ; but that, fifthly, even if it had, the 
Constitution of the United States, when adopted, 
abolished it. These, and many other proposi¬ 
tions, he establishes. J n fact, he proves every¬ 
thing he attempts without the slightest difficulty, 
except that a woman cannot be President of the 
United States. This point, after a learned dis¬ 
quisition and much argumentation, he admits is 
not free from doubt, «nd he thereupon leaves the 
matter in a great fog. This book, being something 
new, had a wonderful run, and the Abolitionists 
collected around Mr. Spooner and applauded him, 
until he began to think that he had at length car¬ 
ried off the “gates of Gaza.” In an unlucky 
hour, however, for Mr. Spooner and his book, 
which seemed to be spreading itself like a “green 
bay tree,” they both fell into the hands of Mr. 
Wendell Phillips, an Abolitionist of the old Gar- ] 
rison or disunion school. Not being willing, as 
he says, that the multitude should go off after this i; 
irew light; and seemingly not a little pleased to ■ 
have a man of straw made to his hand, lie, with a 
great display of legal learning, strong argument, 
and sharp sarcasm, cuts Mr. Spooner to pieces, to 
the great terror of his followers—proving, beyond 
dispute, that slavery is constitutional, and that 
therefore the Constitution must be destroyed be¬ 
fore it can be reached. It is in vain that Mr. 
Spooner complainingly says, that if tho People 
believe slavery constitutional, they will not be so 
ready to abolish it, and says, with commendable 
simplicity, that if everybody would believe it un¬ 
constitutional, it could easily be abolished, and that 
no good Anti-Slavery man ought to attack the 
book. Mr. Phillips asks him, in turn, whether he 
is serious himself in entertaining such opinions, 
and in believing that tho community will ever 
adopt them, and soothingly tells him that it is a 
small matter that divides them, the only difficul¬ 
ty being, whether they shall go against slavery 
under the Constitution or over it. The society, 
however) being thrown into confusion by the dis- 
as to which of these roads it shall travel, seemed 
at the last accounts in a perishing condition. 

THEIR EFFECTS. 

Notwithstanding all tho efforts of the Aboli¬ 
tion Societies for u number of years, they have, as 
such, been able to effect very little mischief. 
Their schemes were always either so absurd and 
visionary, or so reckless of consequences to the 
well-being of society, that they have been success¬ 
fully combated by the good sense and proper fool¬ 
ing of the North; so that, at most, they have but 
served as scarecrows for the use of popular de- 
claimors. The question of slavery has, however, 
assumed a grave and momentous cast, from the 
attempt to connect it with the party politios of the 
day. In a country like this, political parties will 
always exist, nor is it, perhaps, desirablo that they 
should be eradicated, even if it were practicable— 
which every man of reflection sees to be impossi¬ 
ble. As to the successful administration of our 
system, however, everything depends on the man¬ 
ner in which those partios aro constituted. Un¬ 
questionably, the safest and best parties aro thoso 
basod upon differences of opinion as to the mode 
of administering the Government, and as to the 
measures it should carry out; not only because 
such parties, having a diroet reference to the ac¬ 
tion of the Government generally, have a tendency 
to diffuse correct political information among the 
People at largo, whose will must in the end gov¬ 
ern everything, but especially because such is the 
nature of the human mind that such parties will 
have members in every class of society and every 
section of the country. States, counties, neigh¬ 
borhoods, and even families, aro divided, and tho 
minorities as well as the majorities, in their zeal 
to defend their views and make converts out of 
opponents, diffuse iu every section correct notions 
as to their respective opinions; so that, by this 
intorchange-of sentiment, produced by a collision 
ramifying itself into every portion of tho commu¬ 
nity, the excitement is kept within due bounds, 
and both parties are satisfied as to the honesty 
and patriotism of their opponents, as classes, and 
are rendered tolerant and liberal in their inter¬ 
course with each other. When an election has 
terminated, the minority acquiesce quietly, be- 


I cause that result seems to have been produced by 
an honest difference of opinion as to the measures 
of the Government. If, however, the division 
should bo a social one, or one of classes of socie¬ 
ty, as, for example, of the poor against the rich, 
then the results are somewhat different. 

In the first place, the appeal in such cases not 
being to the reason, but only to the feelings of 
men, their passions aro easily excited to a high 
pitch, and they ate prone to resort to violent ex¬ 
tremes. Those, too, who are disappointed, feel 
that they have been beaten, not because of their 
demerit, but because of the class to which they be¬ 
long ; that, instead of having an equal 3haro of 
what is in theory common property, they have 
been unjustly excluded, and they are thus ren¬ 
dered desperate, and determine to break up a sys¬ 
tem which oppresses them. But of all parties 
which can exist in a Republic, perhaps in any 
country, the most dangerous to the well-being of 
the State aro seotional ones, or those founded on 
geographical distinctions. It is natural for men 
to feel strongly attached to the land in which they 
live. Hence they are prompted to take the side 
of their own country in all collisions between na¬ 
tions ; and the same is equally true when theoon- 
test is between different sections of tho same coun¬ 
try. Every man feels that what he most values 
iu the world is connected with the section of 
country in which he lives; and hence when that 
seotion, as a whole, is arrayed against any other,' 
it is but natural that his strongest and deepest 
feelings should be aroused; and injustice and in¬ 
jury done to that section ho regards as done to 
himself and all that he most values. In party 
contests, too, of a sectional oharaeter, each seotion 
is driven to greater extremes of feeling, from not 
understanding properly the views of opponents. 
A few violent men lead and represent the views 
of another set of men equally violent like them¬ 
selves, of the opposite party, however, as consti¬ 
tuting the views of that party as a whole, and 
oach faction is thus excited by the supposed vio¬ 
lence of the other one. Reflecting, moderate men, 
often shrink from expressing different views, lest 
thoy should be charged with hostility to their own 
section of country, and, by consequence, the most 
rash and worthless demagogues of each section 
have the guidanoe of affairs. Hence it has inva¬ 
riably happened, that, when considerable sections 
of oountry have been arrayed against each other 
upon questions giving rise to much excitement, 
such divisions have invariably broken to pieces all 
such political systems as the human intellect has 
been able to devise. These views were not over¬ 
looked by the founders of our Government, and 
General Washington warned the American Peo¬ 
ple, in most emphatic language, to “ beware of 
parlies founded on geographical distinctions.” In 
the debates, too, of the Convention which made 
the Constitution, apprehension was felt and ex¬ 
pressed from this quarter. It was feared by some, 
that the three large States might combine against 
tho smaller; that the Western States, when they 
bcoame populous and strong, might be arrayed 
against the Atlantic States, and that there might 
be found too great a diversity of interest between 
the planting States of the South and the commer¬ 
cial ones of the North. Though attempts have 
been made from time to time by demagogues to 
get up parties upon some of these questioiis, yet 
the good senBO of our people has successfully re¬ 
sisted them. Our party divisions, on the contra¬ 
ry, have been of a different character, and every 
groat party has numbered among its members 
men of all classes and pursuits, as well as of all 
sections of oountry. This is eminently true as 
wo now witness them, there being pi almost every 
State and district of the Union large and power¬ 
ful minorities of one or the other party, embrac¬ 
ing men of every variety of occupation and stand¬ 
ing socially. And in looking back for more than 
a dozen years to the excited elections which the 
country has gone through, it will bo found that, 
in tho national contests, the candidate who tri¬ 
umphed received majorities in both of the great 
sections of tho Union. Owing to these circum¬ 
stances, the country has experienced no serious 
evils from the great political excitement it has at 
times undergone. Neighbors, Abends, and rela¬ 
tives, being divided thus, they Bive been tolerant 
towards each other. But if. on the contrary, tho 
parties of 1840 or 1844 had been identified with 
particular geographical lines, it may well be doubt¬ 
ed if our institutions would have stood the shock, 
and whether the minority would in each case have 
submitted quietly. 

SLAVER Y AND POLITICS. 

More than one serious attempt has been made, 
Mr. Chairman, to connect the question of slavery 
with the party politics of the country. That 
whioh had its origin when Missouri applied for | 
admission into tho Union, is well known. That ! 
State had made for herself just such a republican ! 
constitution as existed in twelve of the original 
thirteen States at the time they entered into the 
Union under the Constitution—just such a form 
of government as then existed in half the States. 
Congress, therefore, as 1 have shown, had no au¬ 
thority whatever to refuse her admission. Nor 
was there even a well-founded pretext for the op¬ 
position raised, since the slaves which she held 
had been taken,from the other States, in which 
they had previously been counted and represent¬ 
ed. Nor was their number as great as, at the 
time of her adoption into the Union, had existed 
in Louisiana, another State made out of the same 
territory which had been obtained from France. 
There was obviously no justifiable ground on 
which to exclude her. Some of the politicians, 
however, tired of being in a minority, and seeing 
that the free States had a majority in the electo¬ 
ral oolieges and in the House of Representatives, 
and that, if they could be induced all to act to¬ 
gether, they would be able to control the national 
elections, seized upon that occasion to endeavor 
to promote a seotional division between the North 
and the South, and thereby build up a political 
party in the North, strong enough to carry the 
Presidential election. Thefearful agitation which 
the country then underwent caused many to ap¬ 
prehend that the days of Our united existence 
were numbered. There was, however, a settle¬ 
ment made at length, upon terms which, though 
unequal to the South, were not at variance with 
the spirit of the Constitution. 

The next effort to connect this question with 
party politios, I am, as a Southern man, Mr. 
Chairman, sorry to be oompellcd to say, camo from 
the South. In t.peaking of this and some subse¬ 
quent events, I "egret to feel obliged to allude to 
matters connected, to some extent, with political 
movements of ov.r own day. I shall not, however, 
speak of these things as a partisan. I do not 
intend to make a single remark offensive to any 
friend of the existing Constitution of the United 
States. I shall only allude to sneli great facts as 
aro necessary to he Been to enable the public to 
form a correct judgment in relation to the ques¬ 
tion. This is due to truth, and to tho magnitude 
of the issues at stake, and 1 intend, as fair as I am 
able, to do justice to the question. The Southern 
States, being in the minority, were not able to 
make any successful aggressive attacks upon the 
North in relation to this subject. Their true po¬ 
sition was simply one of defence, and the guar¬ 
antees of the Constitution, and the just senti¬ 
ments of the body of the people at the North, 
were amply sufficient to enable us to sustain that 
position. 

After the unpleasant difficulty growing out of 
Nullification had been satisfactorily settled, there 
was a general disposition both at the South and 
in the North to bury all sectional and local ill 
feelings and differences. Unfortunately, however, 
for the repose of the country, Mr. Calhoun, who 
had been a prominent actor on the side of Nullifi¬ 
cation, found himself uncomfortable in his then 
position. The majorities of every one of the 
Southern States were not only opposed to him po- 
l Ut n a lly . H nt viewed him with snsincum: and ms. 
trust. Being ambitious of popularity and influ¬ 
ence, he sought to restore himself to the confi¬ 
dence of the South in the first place, and seized 
upon the slave question as the moans to effect that 
end. IIo professed to. fool great dread, lest the 
North should take stops in oontravention of our 
rights, and to dcsiro only to put the South on her 
guard against tho imminent danger which was 
threatening her. I-Ic only wished to produce agi¬ 
tation enough to unite the South, though every¬ 
body well know that there was, in relation to this 
subject, no division at the South. Whether he 
had ulterior views against the integrity of the 
Union, it is not my purpose to inquire; I am only 
looking at acts, not inquiring into motives. The 
former obviously looked to the creation of a polit¬ 
ical party based on the slavery question. 

THE UNITED STATES TELEGRAPH AND THE 
SOUTH. 

The United States Telegraph, edited by Gene¬ 
ral Green, shorn of its former strength and influ- 
! euoe, was then only known as Ms organ. Immedi¬ 
ately after the adjournment of Congress, on the 4th 
of March, 1S33—that Congress which, by the Com¬ 
promise law, had put an end to the painful excite¬ 
ment growing out of Nullification, when there was 
a genoral disposition throughout the hind to en¬ 
joy repose from internal agitation, the editorof that 
paper began the publication of a series of inflam¬ 
matory articles. He called upon the “ South to 
awake, to arouse to a sense of her danger.” The 
North, he said, had arisen to invade the institu¬ 
tions of the South. Under tho new principles of 
tho then Administration, lie said that they were 
preparing to liberate the slaves. lie searched 
the whole country over, and republished every 
Abolition document and frothy incendiary para¬ 
graph ho could find. He declared that the whole 
North was unsound, and preparing itself for a 
crusado against us. Column after column of this 
sort daily came out, containing the most offensive 
matter whioh he could invent and publish. Those 
Southern papers wMch refused to echo his views, 
he denounced as “collar presses.” The Rich¬ 
mond Enquirer, of the same political party, in 
June of that yoar, usos this language: “The 
United States Telegraph charges us with aban- > 


doning the cause of the South, because we do not 
cry out wolf upon the question of slavery. This 
is folly, or it is falsehood. We do not declaim 
about slavery, because we cannot believe that the 
citizens of the North arc mad enough to trench 
upon our rights.” The Pennsylvanian, of the 
same political party, from the North, uses this em¬ 
phatic language: “The conduct of the United 
States Telegraph, in relation to the slavery of the 
South, is incomprehensible. Day after day that 
incendiary print is endeavoring to stimulate an 
excitement on this foarful topic, by representing 
the despicable journals of a few fanatics in New 
York and Boston as the emanations of the late 
patriotic proclamation of our venerable President. 
The Telegraph professes to be friendly to the 
South, to have the especial management of her 
cause, and yet its course appears only to be calcu¬ 
lated to stir up such horrible scenes as the South¬ 
ampton tragedy, or to awaken the slumbering 
sensibilities of the North to the great, original, 
momentous, and fearful questions of slavery and 
liberty. Docs the Telegraph, in its insane par¬ 
oxysm, want to open this dreadful question? 
Does it want to unsettle the Constitution, and 
spread a conflagration through society V> 

Such language brought from the Telegraph 
only gross insults. In the paper of June 15th 
he says: “We ask the people of the South, why 
is it that the Northern politicians are so fond of 
the Union? Is it not because they desire to profit 
from it?” Sometimes his language betrays his 
real objeot. In the number of June Sth he says : 
“We say to the people of the South, awake! 
The incendiary is abroad! The Union is in 
danger! Already has the ban of empire gone 
forth against your best and wisest statesmen! 
Fidelity to you is political death to them! Trea¬ 
son to you is the surest passport to federal pro¬ 
motion ! Is it wise, is it safe, is it honorable, to 
sleep over such wrongs?” His principal had 
then but recently, too, declared, in Ms speech of 
the preceding session, that henceforth every 
Southern man was to be excluded from office. 
Such declarations were made by these co-laborers 
at a time when a Southern slaveholder had just 
been inducted into office a second time with an 
immense vote at the North, and when the South 
had as large a share of the offices of the Govern¬ 
ment and as much influence at the West, as it 
ever had. But simply because Mr. Calhoun was 
excluded from office, the South was oppressed and 
degraded. A few satellites echoed these things, 
but the press and people generally at the South 
expressed disapproval of and disgust with these 
proceedings. I will venture the assertion, in 
which I appeal to the candor of all Southern men 
to sustain me, that out of the State of South 
Carolina, as to wMch I do not profess to speak, 
Mr. Calhoun was not sustained in any one State 
in this Union b£ five per cent, of the population. 
1} fact, his strength at the South was about as 
great as that of the Abolitionists at the North. 
His violence or denunciation was food for the 
Abolitionists, just as their fanaticism gave him 
materials to work with. 

The South, generally, had not chosen Mm to 
defend her, and viewed his efforts in her behalf 
as malii fide. Though he 'might state principles 
that she approved, she would not trust the man or 
follow his load, and ho had the mortification of 
finding that he added nothing to his influence or 
popularity. When these occurrences began, the 
people of the North, not understanding the game 
that was to be played, seemed surprised. They 
declared that the South was too timid and too 
sensitive on the question; that there was no dan¬ 
ger to be apprehended from the machinations of 
the Abolitionists; and that thoir fcovoments were 
condemned by ninety-nine out of every hundred 
of the citizens of the free States. If it were not, 
sir, for consuming too much of the time of the 
House, I might refer to published letters and 
speeches of the first men all through the North. 
Intelligent Southern men, too, who travelled 
through the Northern States, declared the same 
tMng. ’ Large meetings were gotten up in all the 
Northern cities, in which the Abolition move¬ 
ments were denounced in the most emphatic man¬ 
ner. Many remember the meeting at Boston, at 
whioh Otis made that noble and most eloquent 
speech. Strong demonstrations were made all 
through the North. The porsons of the Aboli¬ 
tionists, as being common disturbers of the pub¬ 
lic peace, suffered violence, and the houses where 
they held their meetings were burnt. All these 
things, so far from diminishing the factitious ex¬ 
citement gotten up in the Souih, seemed to have 
produced the greatest irritation, the “ Telegraph” 
becoming more furious than ever, and denouncing 
the Northern men generally, as false-hearted and 
hypocritical, and l - dough-faced” Suoh returns 
seemed to chill a little the generous enthusiasm 
of the North. The great body of the Southern 
people being quiet and silent, they did not know 
how much these incendiary efforts were cqntemn- 
ed and despised at the South, generally. These 
efforts, however, were persisted in for two or three 
years; and though they did produce some ill- 
feeling between the different sections of the coun¬ 
try, and weakened the position of the South es¬ 
sentially, and seriously diminished her influence 
in the Union, yet the efforts so far failed to an¬ 
swer any present purpose which the actors had 
in view, that the attempts were finally abandoned 


There was, however, a feeble effort to connect 
the slavery question with the Presidential elec¬ 
tion in 1836. Mr. Van Buren, a Northern man, 
was opposed by a candidate in the South; and 
these persons having at that particular time 
strong objections to the former, and wishing to 
unite the South, represented him as being an Abo¬ 
litionist ; in making wMch charge, they were join¬ 
ed by some of the party presses and party men of 
that day. ' The charge was so glaringly unjust 
that it was easily refuted, and Mr. Van Buren re¬ 
ceived even at the South a larger vote than did 
his Southern competitor. In the succeeding elec¬ 
tion, in 1840, some of these persons, having 
changed sides, and gone from one of the great po¬ 
litical parties over to the other, seeing that they 
had not been able to prove Mr. Van Bara an 
Abolitionist, endeavored to show that his oppo¬ 
nent was one. In this effort they failed as sig¬ 
nally as in the former one; and General Harri¬ 
son’s views being soon well-known, he received a 
much larger vote at the South than did his com¬ 
petitor. By a sort of fatality, it seemed that 
these persons killed off what they embraced, just 
as the Abolitionism of the North has destroyed 
what it has fixed upon. 

BALTIMORE CONVENTION. 

A passing notice is perhaps due, Mr. Chairman, 
to the last Democratic Baltimore Convention. A 
great effort has been made in some portions of the 
North to create a strong prejudice against the 
South, on account of some of the doings of that 
Convention. The “slave power” is denounced 
as having overthrown a great Northern states¬ 
man—viz: Mr. Van Buren—by the two-thirds j 
rule; and a strong attempt is made, to excite his 
old personal friends against the South. And it 
is not a little singular that some who assisted in 
his rejection are now making the charge. To 
those who wero acquainted with those proceedings 
notMng could seem more absurd, and even ridicu¬ 
lous, than such a charge. In that Convention, the 
free States had a majority of fifty votes, and the 
Convention, by a simple majority vote, agreed on 
its rules of order and mode of voting. This was 
done, too, after weeks of discussion in the public 
prints, when the effects both of majority and two- 
thirds votes were canvassed and perfectly under¬ 
stood. It was well known that a majority of the 
leading politicians oT the party had come to the 
conclusion, after the results of the spring elec¬ 
tions in Connecticut and Virginia, that Mr. Van 
Bnnan’n Domination would be fatal to Ms party ; 
aud, as a great many delegates had been instruct¬ 
ed in meetings during the winter and fall before 
to vote for him, it was deemed most politic and ex¬ 
pedient to exclude him, simply by adopting the 
two-thirds rule. For its adoption the “ slave pow¬ 
er ” of the South is no more responsible than the 
free power of the North, as the voting shows. 
After the Convention, I was told by a Democratic 
member of Congress, himself an actor in those 
scenes, that they had, even in the event of the 
two-thirds rule being not adopted, a sufficient num¬ 
ber pledged to defeat Mr. Van Buren on a mere 
majority vote, Bhould it have become necessary 
for them to take the responsibility of so doing. 
Nor am I sure that Mr. Van Buren’s Texas let¬ 
ter had any decided infiuenoe against him. Know¬ 
ing, as I did, how many of the leading politicians 
of the party stood either for or against him, I oan- 
not remember a single one who changed his ground 
i after the publication of his letter. 

THE QUESTION—THE PROSPECT. 

The prospect now, however, Mr. Chairman, 
that territory may be acquired, and the chance of 
getting up a practical issue on these questions, 
has opened a wide field for political excitement. 
An extraordinary effort is being made in certain 
quarters to create strong sectional feeling. They 
declaim against the extension of slavery, though 
they well know that if new territory should be 
opened to slaves, as none could reach it except 
from the present slave States, the numbers of such I 
persons in the Union could not be increased. They 
complain vehemently of the slave representation, 
and say it shall not he increased; yet they well 
know that the whole slave population is already 
counted, and represented both in this House and 
in tho electoral colleges, and that no addition 
would be made to that representation by simply 
dividing the population. They denounce, too, 
the “ slave power,” and say that the South is 
seeking to control the Government, though they 
well know that the free States have tlm ascend¬ 
ency in both Houses and a large majority in 
tho electoral colleges; and that under the ar¬ 
rangements made nine-tenths at least of tho ter¬ 
ritory of the United States will be, as it 
comes into the Union, carved into free States. 


They talk much of the evils of slavery, yet they 
know that if the number of slaves be not increas¬ 
ed, the disadvantages attending the system are 
rather diminished than increased by diffusing it 
over a larger surface. These various .objections, 
being obviously mere pretexts, would not of 
themselves make sufficient impression on the pub¬ 
lic mind at tho North to produce much excitement. 
But a great appeal is made to the prejudiceof the 
ignorant. They are told that a slaveholder has 
three votes for every five slaves ; forgetting, how¬ 
ever, that all the free negroes are counted, and 
that, therefore, white men, in most of the North¬ 
ern States where negroes are not allowed to vote 
have, upon this principle, five votes to a Southern 
man’s three; and those of them who clamor for 
emancipation should remember that, if all the 
Southern slaves were liberated, the South would 
be a gainer of two-fifths in strength, and still none 
of the negroes would be permitted to vote, the 
Constitution leaving that matter altogether to the 
States, and nearly all of them in the Union exclud¬ 
ing free negroes from voting, To excite the public 
mind, too, demagogues talk about the rights of free 
labor and the degradation of slave labor, and say 
that its competition must not be suffered. They do 
not pretend that a freeman cannot work as much be¬ 
cause ho knows that there are slaves at work some¬ 
where else, and they should certainly know that 
the competition of slave labor, as it is now em¬ 
ployed, is much Mbs injurious to the North than 
it would be if those slaves were liberated. They 
have even now much stronger inducements to seek 
the expulsion of the free blaoks and the exclusion 
of Irish and other foreigners, the influx of whom 
diminishes wagcB. They are striving, too, to ex¬ 
cite the prejudices of the envious and moan 
against the exclusive privileges of slaveholders. 
I mean, sir, that class of persons (I hope a small 
one) which is sometimes arrayed against land- 
owners, and occasionally clamor for agrarian laws 
and divisions of property. They denounce South¬ 
ern men as man-stealers, slave-dealers, &c., not 
choosing to remember that almost all the slaves of 
the South were originally bought of Northern 
ship-owners, who brought them to the United 
States, and sold them to us. They should know 
that they are under just as great obligations to 
return to ns the purchase money which our an¬ 
cestors paid theirs, as we are under to give up the 
slaves. The present generation is no more re¬ 
sponsible for slavery than it is for the existence 
of swamps aud pine barrens. I use the words of 
Mr. Harrison Gray Oti^ of Boston, a name wMoh 
deserves to be remembered wherever intellect and 
worth have fame. 

Men of the North are now saying, as it was 
said by Duff Green in 1833, “The time hap 
come; the issue must be met.” They quote the 
language of men at the South as violent as them¬ 
selves, with a view of stimulating as much as pos¬ 
sible the passions of their own people. The Ab¬ 
olitionists of the North and the ultras of the 
South have united in lamenting the existence of 
political parties, whici they say prevents men’s 
making a direct issue on slavery. But for this 
obstacle, they say flat the two seotions of the 
Union could he arjayed in anger against eaoh 
other. Do they not see that such a state of things 
would at once break in twain this Confederacy ? 
They, however, are not afraid 1 They taunt each 
other on both sides, and boast of their courage 1 
Sir, from my limited knowledge of human nature, 
1 have found that persons who were most indiffer¬ 
ent to public calamities, and who were most reck¬ 
less in plunging others into danger, when in per¬ 
sonal peril invariably proved themselves craven 
cowards. Truo eourage, because of the generous 
qualities which usually accompany it, makes men 
careful'of the public safety, and causes them to 
shrink from exposing others to peril.' These 
hoadjpg}, therefore, would do well to remember 
thafWy aro furnishing to the world jnima facie 
evidence of tlieir own poltroonery. Whenever, 
Mr. Chairman, you see political parties divided 
by strict geographical lines, the Union is vir tually 
at an end, beciuse the smaller section, seeing it 
was permanently excluded from all share in 
those political rights which should he common to 
all, would be justified in soeking, and no doubt 
would seek, a new system. 

There are those who are now looking to a de¬ 
struction of thcpresentConstitution. To showthe 
sentiments of some of those who arc most clamor¬ 
ous against the extension of slavery, let me bring 
to the attention of the House certain extracts. 1 
read them, sir, as they have been ooljated by Mr. 
Nathan Appleton, who, I need not say to this 
House, is one of the first men, not only of New 
England, but of the United States. Because he 
expressed sentiments of regard for tho Constitu¬ 
tion and the -Union, and a determination to abide 
by the laws as made, a torrent of obloquy was di¬ 
rected against him, so as to oblige him to publish 
a pamphlet in his defence. 

But I come to the extracts which he thought it 
proper to make to show the opinions of his assail¬ 
ants, many of them persons of no mean capacity or 
standing at Rome. I will read but a few of the 
sentiments collected by him from various quarters: 
“ Accursed be the American Union, as a stupen¬ 
dous republican imposture! Accursed be it, as a 
libel on Democracy and a bold assault on Chris¬ 
tianity 1 Accursed ho it; it is stained with hu¬ 
man blood and supported by human sacrifices! 
Accursed be it, for all the crimes it has committed 
at home—for seeking the utter extermination of 
the red men of its wildernesses, and for enslav¬ 
ing one-sixth part of its teeming population! Ac¬ 
cursed he it, for its hypocrisy, its falsehood, its 
impudence, its lust, its cruelty, its oppression! 
Accursed be it, asa mighty obstacle in the way of 
universal freedom and equality! Henceforth the 
watchword of every uncompromising Abolitionist, 
of every friend of God and Liberty, must be. 
both in a religious and a political sense, no union 
with slaveholders 

This last sentiment he shows has been adopted 
as a motto by many who do not profess to belong 
to the scot of AoolitionistB. Others, less open and 
candid, profess more regard for the Constitution, 
which they say has been always trampled under 
foot by the “ slave power.” A stranger to our 
history, hearing the sentiments which are utter¬ 
ed iu njany quarters, would naturally suppose 
that tlfie United States was the worst governed 
country on earth, and that the Northern section 
had borne most of the evil, and was the most mis¬ 
erable portion of it. 

In the debates of the Convention wMch framed 
the Constitution, apprehension was expressed 
that the three large States might combine against 
the smaller ones. Mr, Madison, in reply, said 
that no danger need be apprehended on that ac¬ 
count, because such was the diversity of interest 
between these three large States, that they could 
not combine. The staple of Virginia, he said, was 
tobacco ; that of Pennsylvania was flour; and of 
Massachusetts, fish., The staple of Massachu¬ 
setts then was fish. What are now her staples ? 
New York, then a little State, dreading a close 
alliance with her great neighbors—look at her to¬ 
day ! Pennsylvania, whoso Representatives spoke 
contemptuously of the New England States in 
comparison with the middle ones, especially his 
own, she, sir, notwithstanding a progress whioh 
none of her sons at that day anticipated, finds 
herself in danger of being passed by Ohio, a State 
not then in existence—a creation of the Consti¬ 
tution itself. But the South, under whose con¬ 
trol and for whose benefit it is pretended the en¬ 
tire powers of the Government have been exer¬ 
cised, though she has made no inconsiderable pro¬ 
gress, yet, in comparison with the North, she 
seems to have retrograded. So striking is the 
disparity, that the Abolitionists are constantly as¬ 
serting that the South is too feeble to uphold sla¬ 
very herself, and that, if the protection whioh the 
Constitution of the United States gives wore with¬ 
drawn, slavery would fall of itself. 

That great disadvantages would result, Mr. 
Chairman, from the destruction of the Constitu¬ 
tion, I am the last man to doubt. The evils of 
suoh a catastrophe are so great that 1 could not 
conceal them if I would, and I would not conceal 
them if I could. But, sir, i; may well be ques¬ 
tioned wliother the calamities which it would 
bring would fall more heavily on us than upon 
others. Though the slave States are not equal 
to the free in population and wealth, yet the 
strength they have is amply sufficient for purposes 
of defence, either as against tie North or against 
foreign nations. In fact, I might say with truth 
that the smallest republican States that have ever 
existed in the world, ns long as they were actuat¬ 
ed by a determined spirit, luve successfully re¬ 
sisted invasion. Not only is tie population of the 
South and its extent of territory amply sufficient 
for present purposes, but its chance of extending 
its dominions would be bettor than that of the free 
States, since we have on our southern border a 
feeble neighbor, while Great Britain would most 
probably be able to protect her colonies on the 
northern border of the Union. Though we have 
little of commercial and manufacturing wealth, 
yet the tariffandnavigationlawswMchweshould 
establish, by excluding the competition of the 
North, would soon give us both. This and the 
aversion to going into what would then be a for¬ 
eign, most probably a hostile country, would keep 
our population at home. And since the States 
south of the Ohio river, on both sides of the Mis¬ 
sissippi, are quite strong enough to hold that ter¬ 
ritory, it might well be doubted if the new States 
on its upper waters would not find powerful in¬ 
ducements to unite their political with their com¬ 
mercial interest. But we are denounced for our 
bad morals, and sneered at for our weakness, from 
time to time. A recent publication says, “trai¬ 
tors to freedom at heart, as, the slave interest ever 
was,” &c. We diall be content to exhibit to the 
world suoh morals as those of John Marshall, 
William Gaston and a thousand others that I 
might name; such devotion to freedom as Hen¬ 
ry, and Jefferson, and Madison, and Davy, and 
Rutledge, exhibited; with as much courage to de¬ 
fend it as WasMngton and the old thirteen slave 
States did in their day—such as our citizens 


showed since in the defence of Baltimore and New 
Orleans, and such as has been exhibited on the 
battle-fields of Mexico by the regiments from , 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, and South 
Carolina. As I have had ocoasion to speak un¬ 
kindly of some of her sons, you will pardon me, 
sir, for adding that an intimate acquaintance with 
her citizens enables me to say that there are none 
elsewhere more generous, liberal, frank, and brave. 
Aud the late Col. Butler—1 knew him well— 
when he died, left nowhere a nobler soldier to de,- 
fend the flag of his oountry. 

What, Mr. Chairman, is to be the result of ; 
these attempts on the part of the North? I do 
not allude to interference with slavery, as it ex- : 
ists in the States and Territories. No sane man 
imagines for a moment that any action of Con¬ 
gress could have any other effect, except to lib¬ 
erate such fugitive slaves as might escape over 
the lines after a dissolution of the Union. But, 
sir, what is to be the effect of this action, if car¬ 
ried out, in relation to territory to be hereafter 
acquired? I do not pretend that any section of 
the Union can insist fairly that territory should 
be acquired for her benefit. We are doubtless 
all bound in good faith to adhere to tho Constitu¬ 
tion and Union, with such boundaries as it had 
when we became parties to it. But I do say that, 
if the Government should acquire territory, it 
takes it under the Constitution, for the benefit of 
all; and a decree that any section or its citizens 
shall be excluded from all such territory, would 
bo as great a violation of th& Constitution as the 
Government could possibly commit. Such is sub¬ 
stantially this proposed exclusion of slavery from 
all territories hereafter to be ac/juired. Will the 
slave States acquiesce in this state of things; or 
would they suppose that a Government which 
was capable of this would not stop short of inflict¬ 
ing any other wrong ? Would they over acqui¬ 
esce in this radical change of the Constitution—a 
ohange the leading object and effect of whioh 
would be to degrade them from their present po¬ 
sition of equality ? __ 

Rufus King, of Massachusetts, said, in the de¬ 
bates of the Convention, when the subject of slave 
representation was under consideration, in allu¬ 
sion to the position of.the Southern States: “It 
they threaten to separate now, in case injury shall 
be done them, will their threats be loss urgent or 
effectual when force shall back their demands ? 
Even in the intervening period, there will be no 
point of time at which they will not bo able to 
say. Do us justice, or we will separate.” What 
will they do iu tMs emergency ? It is a most un¬ 
seasonable time for you to expect us to acquiesce 
iu such a decree of political and social degrada¬ 
tion, now, when some of the best blood of the 
South has been poured out like water on that ter¬ 
ritory. I will not, sir, undertake to tell you what 
they will do, because I have not been commission¬ 
ed by them to announce their purposes, and I 
would not wish to be the first to anticipate pain¬ 
ful intelligence to your ears. You, Mr. Chair¬ 
man, can judge of this as well as,I- You remem- ; 
her, when Great Britain claimed, theoretically, 
supremacy over the oolonies, what those thirteen 
slaveholding colonies did. Do you suppose that 
tho enjoyment of liberty for more than sixty years . 
has rendered us indifferent to its sweets; or, if 
you please, that domination for that period over 
our slaves has made us willing to change places 
with them? Though I will not attempt to tell 
you what the Southern States will do, yet, sir, it 
is my privilege, as a republican and a freeman, to 
disclose frankly my own purpose. 

I am for maintaining our present constitution 
of government as long as any amount of human 
exertion can uphold it. Whatever of courage 
and patriotism induces the hardy mountaineer of 
Switzerland or Circassia to struggle for ages > 
against the sword of the Invader, in defence of the 
snowy mountains which shelter him—whatever 
an Athenian felt due to liberty on tho plain of 
Marathon, or the Spartan King owed to his coun¬ 
try when he devoted himself to death at Ther- 
mopylm—tMs, and more than all tMs, I hold to be 
due from every American citizen to the Consti¬ 
tution of this country. But when a great organic 
change is made in that Constitution—a ohange 
which is to degrade those who have sent mo to 
represent them here—then, sir, at whatever cost 
of feeling or of personal hazard, I will stand by 
the white race, the freemen of the Soif th. Should 
we be forced away, we will control as we best can 
the inferior race which Providence has placed 
under our charge. We shall deal better by them 
than England does with her Irish or East In'dia , 
population. We may not find it B»fe to impart 
to them the highest degree of intellectual culture, 
even if they were capable of receiving it. Many 
of the Roman slaves were learned in physio and 
othor sciences; but when it was proposed to dis¬ 
tinguish the slaves by a peculiar dress, the saga¬ 
cious Senate refused, fearing to thus teach them 
their great superiority of numbors. Nature has 
given our slaves a garb which distinguishes them 
from us, and places a barrier to social and politi¬ 
cal equality. Should they by these or other oauses 
be driven to insurrections, we may be forced to 
destroy many of them, as Rome did in her servile 
wars. It is hardly possible that any contingency 
would render it necessary for the white race, in 
its own defence, to exterminate them, as the New 
Englanders did the Pequod and other Indian 
tribes, whom they found in their way on that ter¬ 
ritory. But,.happen what may, we shall never be 
degraded to the level of such liberty and equality 
as prevails in Mexico, much less reduced to the 
condition of St. Domingo. The North, if she is 
not satisfied with the present Constitution, may 
go on in search of such a system as has never 
yet existed. She may go on with her progressive 
Democracy, as Rome did after the days of the 
Gracchi; she may go on till she finds such equali¬ 
ty as prevailed in France when Mirabeau was an 
orator and Robespierre a magistrate. Whether she 
will then find a Caosar or Napoleon, or whether 
she will launch out into some new Utopian fields 
of liberty, time only can disclose. 

It would be vain, however, for us on either side 
to hope for such prosperity as we have hitherto 
enjoy ed. If tho stream of our national existence 
should be divided, each branch must roll a dimin¬ 
ished volume, and would be able only to bear a 
lesser burden. Suoh a separation would be the 
saddest of all partings. We should feel that our 
way was lonely, like that of Hagar in the desert— 
desolate as the wanderings of our first parents, 
when crime had just begun. Like the exile of 
Bolingbroke, we should have the same revolution 
of the seasons, the same sun and moon, and azure ' 
vault and foiling planets above our heads, but not 
the same mind and the same feelings. The vast 
constitutional edifioe reared by our ancestors, and 
which they fondly hoped would stand like those 
marvellous Eastern pyramids, the monuments of 
forty centuries, would, like the fabled palace of 
Aladdin, have melted away in the mists of the 
morning. It would be difficult and most painful to 
realize our new situation. Our fleets and armies 
in other lands would find themselves suddenly di¬ 
vided into aliens, possibly enemies to each othor. 
When the veteran Seott should chance to cross my 
path, am I, because he is a resident of a free State, 
to gaze on him only as I would on Wellington or 
Soult ? If the gallant Worth should come in my 
way, shall I not take him by the hand as a country¬ 
man ? If Taylor should go to the North, will he be 
regarded as an alien ? And those who stood under 
Mm at Buena Vista—are Lincoln and Hardin to 
be separated from Clay, and McKee, and Yell, by 
whose sides they lived and died in defence of the 
honor of a common country ? 

Great, however, as are the perils whioh beset 
us, we have powerful allies to resist them. After 
the adjustment of the painful difficulty in the days 
of Nullification was known in France, Lafayette, 
the friend of America, who had looked on with 
intense anxiety, on tho first public occasion, gavo 
as a sentiment the “ Good sense of the American 
People, whioh enabled them wisely to settle all 
domestic difficulties.” We have abroad, among 
our people, a mass of strong, clear, good sense, 
which, in times of trial and danger, has always 
sustained and controlled the action of the Gov¬ 
ernment. We have a community of interest, 
which it would seem that no party madnoss could 
break up. We have, too, recollections of the past, 
which, to American feelings, are stronger oven 
than calculations of interest. Our immediate an¬ 
cestors, in the establishment of our independence 
and in the creation of the Constitution, perform¬ 
ed such deeds as the world never saw; and we 
have fresh in our minds the recollections of their 
common counsels, common sufferings, common 
struggles, and common triumphs. There are Ad¬ 
ams and Jefferson in counsel together; there are 
Bunker Hill aud Yorktown; there the blood of 
Warren, and Montgomery, and Pulaski, and Do 
Kalb; the genius of Franklin and the great name 
of Washington; tho daring of Paul Jones and De¬ 
catur ,on ’the broad blue water, and the dying 
words'of Lawrence. These recollections of the 
mighty dead stand like giants of the olden time 
to defend their Constitution. If, with all these 
proud recollections of the past, and such anticipa¬ 
tions for the future as never a nation had, we can 
destroy this bond of Union, then we shall deserve 
a position as low as it may othorwise be high. 


IMPORTANT TO TEACHERS AND 
SCHOOL COMMITTEES. 

New Series of Reading Books, by Joshua Leavitt, au¬ 
thor of Leavitt’s Easy Lessons'. 

J OHN P. JEWETT & CO., 23 ComhiU, Bookseller's Row, 
Boston, have in course of publication one of the most val¬ 




es vfbioh ruu P betweerrtl6s i oity and almost! every part 


paratory to applying fur letters patent, for their own iiiveu- 
(ions, would find it to their advantage to call upon him im¬ 
mediately upon their arrival, as he can furnish them with 
such information as will greatly facilitate the transaction oi 
thoir business, and materially aid them in securing their 

Persons are frequently subjected to long and tedious delay 
aud accumulated exponses, iu obtaining patents, in oousc- 
quenoe of having their papers aud drawings imperfectly or 
improperly prepared ; and whon obtained, alter so rnucL 
trouble aud cost, the patent often fails to protect the iuveu- 


r/tc Primer or First Rook, or Little Lessons for Little 
Learners, containing 72 pages 18mo, elegantly illustrated 
with ntmerous designs by Mallory, printed on new type and 
superior paper, and bound in full cloth, with gilt sides, mak- 
inga serviceable, elegant, and attractive book tor a child. 

The Second Rook, or Leavitt’s Busy Lessons, is a work 
which has been so universaUy approved by the best teachers 
in New England for twenty years past, that no further rec¬ 
ommendation is needed. This is substantially tho same 
work, with a new Introduction. In its external appearance, 
however, it is very unlike its predecessors. The present edi- 


possible to teach a child to read well IXorn a heavy, 
prosy, uninteresting text book. This volume is a 12] 
2*10 pages, printed and bound in the best manner. 

The Fourth Reader is intended for the higher class 

ter than thosemthe C prec^d^gT(K>ksf Vh^authorViS 
diously avoided the introduction into this volumcofext 
from elaborate essays, speeches, dissertations, See., ant 


ventious. By this means the i ejection of an application is | 
revented, and a strong and valid patent, insured. I 

For evidence of his competency and integrity, he would re- I 
jectfully refer to all persons for whom he has transacted l 


M RS. K, M. OGDEN will reopen the scho 
charge of Miss A. M. Billing, on Monda; 


22 Spruce street , New York.—The subscri* 


Memoir of Rev. Charles^?. Torrey; Voices of Freedom, b; 
Whittier, last edition; Liborty Minstrel, by G. W. (Jiars 
last edition; Barnes on American Slavery: Bacon on Ameri 


schools. This volume will be ready about the 1st September 
The attention of teachers and school committees is partic¬ 
ularly called to. the elegant <md substantial style of this se¬ 
ries of Readers, to the puper, printing, and binding, and also 
to the very low price ac which the publishers have determin¬ 
ed to sell them. We hope for large sales, and shall be satis¬ 
fied with small profits. JOHN P. JE WETT & CO., 
Sept. 23.—3mif __ Boston, Mass. 

THE CLOTHING ESTABLISHMENT 

IN BOSTON. 

F OR years, the first and only house which has adhered to 
that popular system of 

Lout Prices for Gentlemen's Clothing, 

Is that widely known and universally celebrated Clothing 
Emporium, 

OAK HALL— Geo. W. Simmons, Proprietor. 


GENTLEMEN’S CLOTHING, 

r HE VERY LOWEST SCALE OF PR1 
elegant display of goods at Simmons 7 s Oak 11 


prices^, full thirty to forty per cent, in the purchase of a good 
suit ot clothes, well cut and well made, a complete opportu- 


CHILDREN’S CLOTHING, 


It is confidently hoped that no friend of Human Kighi 
a visit to New iork, will think of leaving the city wil 
supplying himselt With a quantity of our Publications. O: 
from all parts of the country, enclosing the cash, and spt 
ing^how the parcel maybe sent jLjlia.M 0 
Jan. 7. Publishing AgeDt, No. 22, Spruce stw 

M emoir of rev. Elijah p. love joy, wit 

Introduction, by John Quincy Adams*—the c/ie 


P. S. Wholesale traders, look to this. Thousands of dozens 
of Coats, Paints, Vests, and furnishing goods, cheap. 

Entrance at No. 32 Oak Hall, Nos. 32,34,36, and 38. 
Ann street, near the head of Merchant's Row, Boston. 

Nov. 4.—3m 

T HE LIBERTY ALMANAC FOR 1848, compiled by the 
Rev. Joshua Leavitt, and published by the American 


I the mode of conveyance by which they are to be forwarded. 


D OMESTIC SEMINARY, Clinton, N. Y.—Tbe subscri¬ 
ber will open, on the 16th day of September, the above I 


will be employed, and a high character maintained in all those 
respects whioh rentier an institution attractive to young la¬ 
dies seeking a superior education, and to parents who are so¬ 
licitous for the highest welfare of their children. Circulars 
furnished on application. H. H. KELLOGG, 

Sept. 30.—3w . Clinton, Oneida county, N. Y. 

QREAT BED AND M ATTKKSS i»Kr< >T, .J.> South Cal- 

size Mrt shape ot Feather iiods, Bolsters, and^mows, in an” 
quantity, and of such quality as has won for the subscriber tht 
justly merited name of keeping the best, sweetest, and cheap 


HpREES .—Conmiercial Garden and Nur. 
JL $ Co., Flushing^ near New York.—Th 


Europe, which will be found worthy the attention of ama¬ 
teurs. Dealers will be supplied on liberal terms. Catalogues 
furnished gratis, on application by mail to the proprietors, or 
personally at 10 Pine street, New York. Sept. 16.—8t 

I MPROVED LARD OIL.—No. 1 LardOil,for Lamps; No. 
2, for Woollens and Machinery—in good shipping order. 


T O THE LADIES.— Thomas H. Stanford, southeast | 
corner of Saratoga and Green Streets, Baltimore, keep? I 


I proces3 of manufacturing cloth, a 
No. 2 than 1 hare at any time in 
found it equally excellent in lamj 


sells to be good. 

Soles. —Gaiters, $2 to $2.25; Half Gaiters, $1.50 
?. Boots, $1.25; Jefferson's and Ties, $1.12 1*2. 

Stnlfi.x —Tin nnrl Tics. 70 nonfia in & I WMfr Vnf 


W ILLIAM B. JARVIS, Jnm, 
at Latw, Columbus, Ohio, 
court's Building, between Amerio 


TJOBEKT JOHNSTON, Draper and Tailor 
J-V first door east of Howard street, Baltimore 


T HE Proprietors of the • Gay street Chair Ware Rooms I 
would inform their friends and the public generally, that I 
they have now on hand a very splendid assortment of Parlui 


they have also on hand Shipping Chairs of all kinds; also. 
Bronze, Split Cane, Cane Seats, Tops, Chair Stuff, &o.; all 
which they are willing to sell on most accommodating terms. 

Baltimore, April22 ._ A. & J. B. MATH10T. 

f ■ 1 •; : i ■ .r. . 

VX next term at this Institution will commence on Tues¬ 
day, December 7th, to continue fifteen weeks. 

Tuition iu English, thirty-three cents per week; arid in 

guage. Students can be accommodated in the family of the 
Preceptor for two dollars per week. This charge includes 


oiunati: Hon. J. W. Price, Hon. J. J. McDowell, Hillsborough, 
Ohio; A. W. Fagin, St. Louis; J. J. Coombs, GaUipolis; N. 
Barrier, Esq., West Union, Ohio; Dr. A. Brower, Lawrence- 
burg, Indiana; S. Galloway, Columbus, Ohio: Col. J. Taylor, 
Newport, Kentucky; Gen. R. Collins,MaysviUe, Kentneky. 

f'lHARLES PHILLIPS, Bellhanger, Locksmith, amd Smith 
in General , may be found at the old stand, No. 113 


B EERS'S TEMPERANCE HOTEL, Third street, north ] 
qf Pennsylvania avenue, and near the Railroatl Depot. < 
Washington City. Prices to suit the times. April 29.—tf 
CJTANLEY MATTHEWS, Attorney and Counsellor a. ’ 
D Law, Cincinnati. Office on Main street, below Columbia , 
over the office of the Washington Insurance Co. Jan . 7. 

D R- JOHN ROSE, botanic Physician, < / 

of Electro-Magnetism, may be found at hia office, 22? 
West. Pratt street, Baltimore, until 9 A. lVL,and between 1? 
and 2 and after 5 r. M., unless professionally engaged. 

S PENCER & NORTH, Attorneys ami Counsellors cl 
Law, Syracuso, New York. 

Office, Standard Buildings. ISRAEL S. SPENCER. 

Jan. 28.—tf __ JOH N W. NOR TH. 

J UST PUBLISHED, under tl.e direction of the Executive 
Committee of the American and Foreign Anti-Slayery 
Society, “ Letters to Professor Stowe and Dr. Bacon, on 
I God's Real Method with Great Social "Wrongs, in which the 
Bible' is vindicated from grossly erroneous interpretations. 

By Amos A. Phelps.” 


tion, the work has been stereotyped, and is offered for sale at 
the low price of 37 12 cents bound in cloth, or 25 cents in 
pamphlet form, which can be sent by mail at a charge ol 


stock of Window Shades, of the latest style, from $1 to $25 
per pair. April 22. 

TVrO. 37 CHEAPSIDE.-J. D. Armstrong & Thornton, 
Tobacco and Cigar Warehouse. Tobacco in large and 
small packages; Cigars iu packages of 50,100, 125, aud 25U. 
’April 29.—tf 

P ATENT AHENCV.-All mail.-. " ■ v 

Patent Office, Drawings, Specifications, &c., accurately 
and promptly prepared and attended to. 


N ew Y ork, 251 Broadway; Philadelphia, 13G Chesnut si 


ry Depository, 22 Spruce street, I 
WILLIAM 11ARNED, 


responding Secretary and Supervisor of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee, wiR commence its twelfth volume on tho 1st of Jan¬ 
uary. It invites the subscription of gentlemen of reading 

tori times-“thifbes? s'eStions” sta- 

tistics, facts, temperance correspondence and intelligence 
from all parts of the world, iu a style and dress equal to the 
best publications of the day. 

Terms—one dollar, single copy; five dollars for ten copies, 
sent to one direction. Money sent in the mail at the ritk ol 
the publisher. Direct, “ Journal of Temperance Union, N ew 
York.” _ Dec. 23.-3t 

W IVI. GUNNISON, General Commission Merchant, lUi 
Jlowhfs Wharf, Baltimore, Md. Dec. 23.—ly 


and he will furnish all kinds of Printers' Materials of the best 

<1U Kfr J !/. Overend (kite of the firm of Uoekoroft ft. Over- 
end) has been employed to superintend the manufacturing de- 


1 'UENTLSTRY.— Dr. Leach, Surgeon and Mechanical Dtn- 
J J tist, North Charles street, opposite St. Paul’s church, 


is, and in a style whi< 
.bility, cannot be surpa 
ig, and every plug wan 


They can be stripped and examined, aud, after a fal 
should they not prove to be as represented, they cac 
changed. A great variety of everything appertaining 


J AS. H. ME RRILL, Practical Gun Makar, 
April 29.—tf 65 S out h stre et, one door north qf Pratt. 

N E W BOOKS, at the Anti-Slavery Depository, 22 -Spinet 
street. New York. 

Life of Benjamin Lwtvlu —316 pages, 12ffio; bound in mus 
lin; with a portrait by Warner, and a beautiful colored maj 
of California, Texas, Mexico, and part of the United States; 
including his journeys to Texas and Mexico, and a notice ol 
the Revolution in Havti. Price 75 cents. 

Facts for the People—a pamphlet of 142 pages—k compila¬ 
tion from the writings of Hon. William Jay, lion. J. R. Lid- 


n tliou. prayest, rather let thy heart 1 
words than thy words without heart. 

Bunyan. 


The 'Young Man—ox Lectures for the Times. By Rev. 
William W. Patton, Hartford, Connecticut. 214 pages, 12mo, 
bound in muslin. Price 62 1-2 cents. 

Argument on Sectarianism —by Uerrit Smith—an octavo 
pamphlet of 38 pages. Prioe 12 1-2 cents. 

Picture qf Slavery —fur Youth—by the author of “ tht 
Branded Hand)?’ &o. 36 pages, 12mo, with several eugrav- 


JS o. 4. Shall we give Bibles to 3,000,1X10 of A i 
t the pres- For sale, as above, by \V 11, LI A.VI ! 

I July 22. 22 Spruce 


N. B .—Persons who have lost all their upper teeth may 
have a sot of from six to eight made by Ur. I,, so as to be 
worn on the bare gum, without clasps or springs, aud war¬ 
ranted to answer the desired purpose. Dee. 2. 

J H. WHEATON, Wholesale and RelaU Druggist, keeps 
• oomjtantly on band a well-selected assortment of druge 


J UST PUBU1SHEB — “Slaveholding Examined in the 
Light of the Holy Bible, by William Henry Brisbane, a 
servant of Jesus Christ.” For sale, wholesale and retaiJ, at 
the Depository of the American and foreign Anti-Slavery So¬ 
ciety. Price, bound iu muslin, 37 1-2 cents single, fg per 
dozen; in paper covers, 26 cents single, 82-25 per dozen. 

Orders for Anti-Slavery Duplications must, enclose the 
ascii, designate how the books are to be sent, and be ad- 
dressed to WILIJAM DARNED, 


J OHN <J. WIL1VIOT, Puper Banger and Upholsterer, He- 
96 Baltimore street, near Holliday street, is prepared lo 
do all kinds of Paper Hanging and Upholstering, at the short 
est notice. Superior Venitian Blinds made to order; also 
Husk, Moss, and Hair Mattresses. Country merchants sup 
plied on very reasonable terms. April 29. 

C ROTON HOTEL—On strict Tcmpcrauce principles, No. 
142 and 144 Broadway, New Fork; by - 









